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f Save La Mesa groups: 
Polluting dam terrorism 


By Beverly T. Natividad 


© POLLUTING THE WATER SUPPLY CONSTITUTES Ẹ 
“genocide” and is an act of terrorism, environ- 
mental groups claim, ‘ à 
The groups, led by Sen. Maria Ana Consuelo 
“Jamby” Madrigal, are preparing a class action 
sultto stop the planned construction of a hous- 
ing projectat the La Mesa watershed, saying it 
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GMA orders el } 
nat’l agencies 
to prepare 

» for the worst 


By Christine O. Avendaño, 
Ronnel W. Domingo, T] Burgonio 
and Inquirer Northern Luzon 
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€-130 at the Villamor 
Air Base on their way .. 
to Zamboanga and 
Basilan. 
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pey 
„Christians, 
Muslims 
mob Bossi at 
homecoming 


By Julie S. Alipala 
Inquirer Mindanao 


PAYAO, ZAMBOANGA SIBUGAY—IN 
heart-tugging scenes, Muslims and 
Christians yesterday mobbed, hugged 
and kissed Italian priest Giancarlo 
Bossi when he returned to the village 
he loved after more than a month of 
captivity by Moro gunmen. 


over the past two months, 
authorities yesterday told 
residents of Metro Manila 
and nearby provinces. 


Brownouts in Luzon have already bē- 
w - gun because the power generated by the 
hydroelectric plants has fallen. 

Households and business establish- 
ments in some parts of Metro Manila and 
nearby provinces yester’ay endured two 
hours without electricity as distribution 
giant Manila Electric Co. (Meralco) im- 
plemented a rolling brownout. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo urged the 
public to conserve water and ordered na- 
tional agencies to prepare for the worst. 

Experts said the “weird” weather in 
Metro Manila, which is experiencing a 
dry spell in a supposedly rainy season, 
was an offshoot of climate change—the 
increase in global temperatures due to 
greenhouse gases, like carbon dioxide, 
that trap heat from the sun. 


WATER) AIT 


| 
ae: 


DON'T CRY FOR FR. BOSSI, PAYAO: Tears running into laughter and hugs and kisses pour out into the streets when the Italian priest 
returned Wednesday only to say goodbye to his parish in Payao, Zamboanga Sibugay, for the first time since his release last Friday. 


Many of them in tears, hundreds of 
residents of Payao gave Bossi an emo- 
tional homecoming, little knowing 
that he had come to say his last good- 
bye. 

“Lam crying. Deep inside me, I am 
crying. I love my people. They are my 
source of joy” Bossi told the INQUIRER, 
as children swarmed around him, 

Before Bossi arrived, hundreds of 
people were already waiting for him 
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Asean charter: Yes to human rights, no to coups 


By jim Gomez 
Associated Press 


A LANDMARK CHARTER BEING 
drafted by Southeast Asian countries 
calls for promoting human rights and 
nonaggression, while discouraging 
coups in a region which has grappled 


with all three thorny issues. 

The Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations’ long-overdue charter also 
would try to shield the region from nu 
clear arms, other weapons of mass de- 
struction and external interference, ac- 
cording to a draft seen by The Associated 
Press on Wednesday. 


Diplomats have been racing against 
time to resolve contentious issues so the 
draft is ready for a “legal scrubbing” by 
lawyers and scrutiny of foreign ministers 
meeting here next week. 

Southeast Asian heads of state hope to 
sign the covenant, which would accord 
Asean a legal personality, when they 


gather for their annual summit in Singa- 
pore in November, marking the 40th an- 
niversary of the 10-member bloc’s 1967 
founding. 

Philippine Foreign Assistant Secretary 
Luis Cruz said the charter would codify 
many of the principles that Asean has ob- 

ASEANIAS 
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NoJonas Report of US aid cut triggers uproar 
when AFP 


goes to SC 


By Christine O. Avendaño 


By Tarra Quismundo 


strong, even divisive, passions. 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


To Malacafiang’s relief, the re- 
port that Washington had cut by 
nearly two-thirds its assistance to 
the Philippine military and po- 
lice—from $30 million to $11 
million by fiscal 2008—tumed 
out to be false. 

“No cut on US military, police 


aid to the country” Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita an- 
nounced, reading a note sent by 
the Department of Foreign Af- 
fairs. 

‘The US Embassy called the re 
port—posted on the website of 
the ABS-CBN network—"prema- 
ture” and “misleading,” clarifying 


that the US Congress has yet to 
pass the proposed 2008 federal 
budger, including foreign aid ap- 
propriations. 

‘The ABS-CBN report from its 
North America News Bureau said 
the Bush administration had 
slashed the assistance intended 

REPORT/AG 


A NEWS REPORT THAT THE 
United States had sharply cut its 
aid to the Philippine military and 
police stirred an uproar yesterday 
in a country whose ties with 
WHEN OFFICIALS OF THE America never fail to arouse 
Armed Forces of the Philippines 
show up at the Court of Appeals 
tomorrow, they will be without 
the missing activist Jonas Burgos. 

“We will appear before the 
court and we will respectfully re- 
iterate our earlier statement that 
Jonas Burgos is not in our cus- 
tody and that we are not aware of 
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15 Pampanga 
mayors fly 

to HK, Macau 
for ‘bonding’ 
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i Polio caged him but not his dream 
By Juan Escandor Jr. 


DAET, CAMARINES NORTE—FOR 14 
years, Rex Benardo slithered into a cage in- 
side his home whenever visitors came. 

He had been stricken with polio at the 
age of 5 and his condition so embarrassed 
his parents that they had built a cubicle be- 
tween the sala and kitchen where he could 
hide himself from visitors. 

“I am the fourth among sixth siblings, 
but in the family portrait there are only 
five without my presence,” says Bernardo, 
36. 

“When people outside of the family 
would visit our house, I was told to hide so 
1 would obediently crawl back to my cubi- 
cle and stayed there quietly until the visi- 
tor left,” he says. 

Apart from keeping his existence secret, 
his parents treated him well, Bernardo 
says. He rues missing elementary and high 
school, but otherwise his parents met all 
his needs. 

His early education came from his 
aunts, who were teachers and patiently 
helped him to read and write. 


Rookie solons 
awed, shocked 
by elders’ acts 


By Norman Bordadora 


garians 
losing sleep 


over siesta 


BUDAPEST—HUNGARY'S 8 
millon voters may soon decide 
ona sleeper issue—whether 
there should be a national siesta 
law. 

Hungary's National Election 
Committee on Tuesday sald 
thata request to hold a siesta 
referendum had received pre- 
liminary approval 

"Do youagree that the par- 
liament of the Republic of Hun- 


‘gary should create a law on the 
HUNGARIANS/ A6 


54 women 

in House of 

Representatives 

up from 37 in 

13th Congress 
NEWS / A2 


THE OPENING SESSION ON 
Monday of the 14th Congress 
showed the neophytes of the 
House of Representatives what 
the chamber is like when political 
interests clash and result in fren- 
zy—which actually occurs fairly 
often. 

‘The first-termers stirred un- 
easily in their seats and stared as 
the House opened to shouts of 
older lawmakers demanding to 
berecognized by the presiding of- 
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Holiday 
economics 
now alaw 
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CconTRAUTED PHOTO 


È faim, 
‘THE WORST IS OVER for Rex Bernardo, He made it all 
happen for him—a family wife Marisa and son Rex Mar, 
now I years old, academic honors and a good job. 


POLIO AS 


AS 
22 _FOURDIGIT _ 
Go. (3 | 9.4) (8) D 
Mid-Day SUERTRES Evening 
Taos |E a0 
Cain ennet ardar) 
MEGALOTTO 6/45 
(14 15 20 26 33 34: 
P33,935,556.60 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Second 


FRONTPAGE 


E-mail: pr_news@inquirer.com.ph 


Website: wwwinquirer.net/nation 


Text us your feedbacic inquirer news name/age/ity/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2007 


WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Mindanao wil experience mostly cloudy skies wih sca- 
teed rainshowers and thunderstorms. The rest ol he country wil 
have party cloudy to doudy skies wih Isolated rainshowers and 
thunderstorms mosty n the afternoon or evening. 
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Blue ribbon a dilemma for Villar 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


SENATE PRESIDENT 
Manuel Villar has bare- 
ly warmed his seat, but 
already administration 
senators are threaten- 
ing to oust him if the 
chair of the Blue Rib- 
bon committee goes to 
the opposition. 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santia- 
go yesterday suggested that Villar 
Teave the Blue Ribbon chair emp- 
ty to allow administration Sen. 
Joker Arroyo to retain his post in 
an holdove capacity. 

“This » his (Villar’s) problem. 
Ifhe votes "> favor of the opposi- 
tion, adminis...tion senators will 
desert him and look for another 
president,” said Santiago who 
was among nine administration 
senators who voted for Villar as 
senate president. 

“We have a Villar majority but 
wedo not have a majority on who 
should be chair of the Blue Rib- 
bon committee. This is very. 
strange because normally the ma- 
jority of the Senate President is 
congenial and homogeneous, 
they vote as a block on major is- 
sue, but not in this particular is- 
sue,” said Santiago. 


post. 


Opposition condition 

Villar’s fellow opposition sena- 
tors—Alan Peter Cayetano, Fran- 
cis Escudero and Jinggoy Estra- 
da—claimed that they voted for 
him on condition that the Blue 
Ribbon stays with the opposition. 
‘The committee investigates gov- 
ernment irregularities 

“I know Senator Villar since 
1998 and I know he doesn’t re- 
nege on his word. He promised us 
even before the opposition broke 
up that the Blue Ribbon will go to 


the opposition,” said Cayetano Congress. 
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who is being groomed for the 


“Malacafiang should not be 
afraid of us (opposition) if they 
do not have any anomalies. Its 
not only important that in reality 
that Blue Ribbon chair is fair, the 
perception that he is fair is equal- 
ly important or else the Senate's 
reputation will be damaged.” 
‘Santiago suggested that Villar 
settle all other chairmanship po- 
sitions except for the Blue Ribbon 
so the Senate could start its work. 


Carryover chair 
‘Administration 
Ponce Enrile said that under this 
scheme, Arroyo would be re- 
tained as Blue Ribbon chair in a 
holdover capacity from the 13th 


his is Villar’s problem’ 


“Under the rules there is a car- 
ryover provision, so status quo,” 
said Enrile. 

Enrile, however, denied that 
the administration's support of 
Villar hinged on the administra- 
tion keeping the Blue Ribbon 
chair. 

“We have no agreement like 
that. Who said we will pull out? 
We have already elected him. th 
How can we undo what has been 
done. All we agreed is we will dis 
cuss (who will sit in the Blue Rib- 
bon chais),” said Enrile. 

Arroyo confirmed that the 
rules have a doctrine on holdover 
positions but he continued to in- 
sist that he was not interested in 
keeping the Blue Ribbon chair 
that he has held since 2001 

Opposition Sen. Panfilo Lac- 


son. 


Sen. Juan 


next week. 
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son, one of eight opposition sen- 
ators who did not vote for Villar, 
also insisted on the opposition 
heading the Blue Ribbon com- 
mittee. “It bears watching. If he 
(Arroyo) holds the Blue Ribbon 
chair, then that’s it. For how 
long we don't know,” said Lac- 


Lacson said he would insist 
e chairmanship of the vari- 
ous committees should be decid- 
ed in an open voting on the floor 
to know who among the opposi- 
tion senators would vote for ad- 
ministration senators. 

Villar was mum on who he 
would nominate for the Blue Rib- 
bon chair. He said he would make 
an announcement of the full com- 
mittee chairmanship positions 


Senate sessions. 


Aquilino Pimentel 


Trillanes. 


rocco | Nominal voting 


the July 2003 


eight-member 


Senate passes 
Trillanes ‘reso’ 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


AGAINST THE OBJECTION OF 
four senators, the Senate yes- 
terday passed a resolution in 
favor of allowing detained ex- 
rebel officer and now Sen. An- 
tonio Trillanes IV to attend 


The resolution, introduced 
by Senate Minority Leader 


adopted by a 17-4 vote. 
Senators Juan Ponce Enrile, 
Joker Arroyo, Miriam Defensor- 
‘Santiago and Richard Gordon op- 
posed the resolution, saying it was 
an interference with the judiciary. 
‘The four senators, however, 
said they sympathized with 


Trillanes is presently de- 
tained at the Marine headquar- 
ters in Fort Bonifacio while on 
trial at the Makati Regional Tri- 
al Court for coup d'etat charges 
for his alleged involvement in 


mutiny. He is also undergoing 
general court-martial. 

Enrile earlier told Pimentel that 
he would sign the resolution ifon- 
ly as a gesture of goodwill to the 
minority _ bloc 
‘which sponsored the resolution. 

At Enrile’ insistence, a nomi- 
nal voting was held that required 
each senator to state his vote. 

Sen. Lito Lapid was not in the 
session hall during the voting but 
had earlier agreed to sign the res- 
olution asa co-author. 


Even Sen. Juan Miguel Zubiri, 
who was reportedly called by Tril- 
Janes a “cheat” for his controver- 
sial win in Maguindanao, voted in 
favor ofthe resolution. 

In their dissenting opinion, 
the four opposing senators said 
they felt it their duty to oppose 
the resolution since the 
Supreme Court has already 
ruled against giving special priv- 
ileges to detained lawmakers. 

Tn 2000, the high court de- 
nied the request of former Zam- 
boanga del Norte Rep. Romeo 
Jalosjos, a convicted child 
rapist, to attend sessions of the 
House of Representatives, 

Santiago cited three consti- 
tutional violations. She said 
the resolution violates the con- 
stitutional doctrine on separa- 
tion of powers; violates the 
constitutional doctrine on the 
independence of the judiciary; 
and violates the equal protec- 
tion clause of the Constitution, 


Jc, was 


No interference 

Aside from Pimentel, those in 
favor of the resolution were 
Senators Edgardo Angara, Alan 
Peter Cayetano, Pia Cayetano 
and Francis Escudero. 

But Pimentel insisted that 
the resolution does not consti- 
tute interference in the func- 
tions of the courts. 

He said the resolution was 
just an expression of the “sense 
of the Senate for all concerned 
to allow Senator Trillanes to 
perform his duties” as a senator, 
including attending sessions. 


Oakwood 


Palace to Villar: 
GMA’s in control 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


MALACAÑANG YESTERDAY MAINTAINED THAT 
President Macapagal-Arroyo was “fimnly in con- 
tool” of the country and of the presidency, appar- 
ently in response to a remark from Senate Presi- 
dent Manvel Vilar that Ms Arroyo would now bea 
“ame duck’ for the remainder of her term. 

“The President will be the President. She said, 
‘a President is always as strong as she wants tobe.’ 
“Take it for what its worth. The President is the 
President of the Philippines. She will remain Presi- 
dent,” said Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita. 

‘Asked how powerful Ms Arroyo would be 
in the next three years, Ermita said “let's not 
talk of power” 

“She'll just do what she thinks is expected 
of her. She's firmly in control of the situation,” 
hesaid. 

‘The President's political adviser, Gabriel 
Claudio, said any talk about Ms Arroyo being a 
lame-duck leader was “counter-productive.” 

He said lawmakers should instead focus on 
passing legislation that would benefit the people. 

“Senate President Villar should be talking 
Ledac, not lame-duck,” Claudio said in a text 
message 

‘The President intends to convene soon the 
Legislative Executive Development Advisory 
Council to discuss her priority bills with con- 
gressional leaders. 

“Ledac is definitely a good mechanism for 


What, no woman 


A PARTYLIST REPRESENTATIVE YESTER- 


day lamented the failure of the majority coali- 


$ tion to elect a deputy speaker from the ranks 


` Trucks & Equipment Financing available thru: 
ORIX METRO Leasing & Finance Corp.» Tel (02) 858-8888 


nals: tlc con Yt mbt we aston con 


of female lawmakers despite the unprece- 
dented number of women in the House of 
Representatives in the 14th Congress. 

“I feel dismayed that despite the increase in 
the number of lady legislators in the House of 
Representatives, no woman deputy speaker 
was appointed by the majority,” said Akbayan 
Rep. Risa Hontiveros-Baraquel, a women's 
rights advocate, in a statement. 

Hontiveros ‘has refiled a bill—House 
Bill 968 or the Gender Balance Bill—that 
‘would seek to ensure 30 percent represen- 
tation for women in appointive and elec- 


providing executive-legislative cooperation 
towards a relevant common legislative agen- 
da,” said Claudio. 

Ermita said the President had nothing 
more to prove since she has been able to de- 
liver on the promises she made since assum- 
ing office in'2001 

Ermita said the Presidents agenda for 
three years would be to'finish by 2010 the in- 
frastructure projects across the country that 
she enumerated in her Sona. 

“Those roads and schoolhouses that she men- 
tioned are real, they are really there. Everything 
she said was true, they are all verifiable on the 
ground. All she wants is to finish these projects to- 
wards the end of her term in 2010,” he said in a 
mixture of English and Filipino. 

He said the President was not spoiling for a 
fight with critics in the Senate, including the 
senators with presidential ambitions, when 
she declared before her Congress address that 
she “will not stand idly when anyone gets in 
the way of the national interest and tries to 
block the national vision.” 

“I don't think the President will do some- 
thing just for the sake of doing damage to 
anybody. She's the leader of the Filipino peo- 
ple. That's their [the would-be presidential 
candidates] problem,” he said. 

Ermita also sought to allay apprehensions 
that Ms Arroyo would seek further elective of- 
fice after 2010. 


deputy speaker? 


tive posts in government. 

“tc is like saying that the top leadership of 
the House is off-limits to women and that con- 
gresswomen are second-class legislators,” she 
added. 

A total of 54 women were elected to the 
House this year compared to just more than 
30 in the 13th Congress. 

Under the Gender Balance Bill, Hontiveros 
seeks to require at least 30 percent represen- 
tation for women, “a minimum standard rec- 
ommended by the UN to increase the partici. 
pation of women in politics and governance.” 

The bill, Hontiveros said, also provides for 
additional support services for women in poli- 
tics and government. Norman Bordadora 


ok 


THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2007 


Holiday 
economics 
now a law 


HOLIDAY ECONOMICS, OR THE PRACTICE 
of shifting holiday observances, is now official 
government policy after President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo signed Republic Act 9492 into law. 

‘The law, “an act rationalizing the celebra 
tion of holidays,” mandates that most holi- 
days, except those with religious significance, 
will be shifted to the nearest Monday, said Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Eduardo Ermita who an- 
nounced the new law yesterday. 

‘Thus, next month, Ninoy Aquino Day, 
which celebrates the martyred anti-Marcos 
opposition leader, normally celebrated on 
Aug. 21, a Tuesday, will shift to the preceding 
Monday, Aug. 20. 

National Heroes’ Day, celebrated on Aug. 
31, will be observed every last Monday of Au- 
gust, which this year falls on Aug. 27. 

“Therefore, we have two long weekends for 
the month of August,” said Ermita. 

‘The “moveable days” are Bataan Day (April 
9), Labor Day (1 May), Independence Day (June 
12), National Heroes Day (Aug. 31), Bonifacio 
Day (Nov. 30) and Rizal Day (Dec. 30). 

‘Thus, if Independence Day, June 12, falls 
on a weekend, it will be celebrated on the fol- 
lowing Monday. The same principle applies if 
June 12 falls on any day except Monday. 


Exemptions 

Exempted from holiday economics—that is, 
holidays that will be observed on the date on 
which they fall—are Christmas Day (Dec. 25), 
New Year's Eve (Dec. 31), New Year's Day (Jan. 
1), Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday, 
Eid'l Fitre (Oct. 13) and All Saints Day (Nov. 1). 

“Good Friday, you cannot move it to Satur- 
day. Christmas Day, Dec. 25, how can you 
change the birthday of Jesus Christ? Christ- 
mas is Christmas,” said Ermita, 

‘The President, who coined the term holi- 
day economics, introduced the policy in 2001 
to reduce disruption to business and produc- 
tion schedules, encourage domestic tourism 
and give employees long weekends. 

Critics questioned the soundness of the pol- 
icy, saying it would result in lower output and 
affect economic productivity. Others deplored 
itas presidential tinkering with history via ex- 
ecutive fiat, 

But National Statistical Coordination 
Board figures showed that if tourism busi- 
nesses and related industries increased by 10 
percent as a result of the long weekends, the 
economy would actually experience a 3.5- 
percent growth in gross domestic product. 

‘Under the country’s labor laws, employers 
must pay 200 percent of the daily rate to 
those employees who report for work on legal 
holidays—Jan. 1, April 9, May 1, Maundy 
‘Thursday, Good Friday, June 12, National 
Heroes Day, Eid'l Fitre, Nov. 30, Christmas 
Day and Dec. 30. 

On special holidays, employers must pay 
30 percent over the regular rate. These are Ni- 
noy Aquino Day, Nov. 1, election day, Nov. 30, 
Black Saturday and holidays that may be de- 
clared from time to time by the President. 

Michael Lim Ubac 


ASEAN SECURITY 


Special action forces of the Philippine National Police arrive at the Senate barracks to prepare for the security arrangements of the 40th Asean minis 
meetings to be hosted by the country on July 27 to Aug. 2 at the Philippine International Convention Center. 


ROGERMANCALIO 


Garcia, allies form House ‘middle force’ 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


CEBU REP PABLO GARCIA, THE DE- 
feated candidate for the House speaker- 
ship, and his allies have formed them- 
selves into a 36-member so-called re- 
form bloc to serve as a check on Speaker 
Jose de Venecia. 

Camarines Sur Rep. Luis Villafuerte, 
Garcia's campaign manager in his run 
for the post, said the new group would 
serve as a “middle force.” 

“Whether the new reform bloe will 
make things difficult for De Venecia will 
depend on his attitude, work ethic, and 

ity,” Villafuerte said. 

Garcia's loss to De Venecia has 
threatened to further divide the ruling 
coalition in the lower chamber. De 
Venecia is president of the Lakas-Chrís- 
tian Muslim Democrats while Garcia 
belongs to President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo’s party, the Kabalikat ng Malayang 


Tobacco firms 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH IS 
tightening a campaign against cigarette 
smoking, warning that the tobacco in- 
dustry is setting its sights on children to 
replace a banishing breed of old smok- 
ers. 

Health Secretary Francisco Duque II 
told a news conference yesterday that 
there was a need to regulate tobacco ads 
so that less children would be enticed to 


Pilipino (Kampi). 

Villafuerte, the Kampi president, 
made it clear that the Garcia bloc was 
not bolting the administration and go 
ing over to the opposition. 

“There are many things we can agree 
upon even if there are also many things 
that divide us. Let us concentrate on the 
things we can agree on,” he said. 

De Venecia himself has reached out 
to his 81-year-old rival, promising to 
give the latter an “effective and mean- 
ingful place” in the chamber. 

“He will always shine because he is a 
diamond. Nobody can smother and ig- 
nore him," he said. 

But Garcia was not in the mood to be 
courted. Yesterday, two days after los- 
ing the election for the House lead 
ship, he delivered a privilege speech at- 
tacking the manner in which De Vene- 
cia was swept toa fifth term. 

“In this House last Monday, we ob- 


served a spectacle...an unspeakable 
travesty [of] democracy, a wanton des- 
ecration of the rule of law, so bizarre, so 
unreal, so outrageous," he said. 

Garcia also denied that he had been 
asked by Gabriel Claudio, the presiden- 
tial adviser on political affairs, to with- 
draw his candidacy. 

He said nobody, not Claudio or any- 
body else, had asked him to withdraw, 

“We were simply not given the chance 
to participate in the race," he said. 

But Garcia said he was “accepting 
what happened,” while maintaining 
that he and his new “reform bloc" 
‘would continue to work for the reform 
ofthe chamber. 

“The plain: and painful truth is this 
House, this house of democracy, is a 
damaged institution,” he said. 

Villafuerte said a caucus of the Gar- 
cia bloc last Tuesday brought together 
at least 36 lawmakers, including Repre- 


sentatives Danilo Suarez and Paul Daza 
(Liberal Party), Jose Solis (Kampi), An- 
tonio Cerilles (Nationalist Peoples 
Coalition), and Didagen Dilangalen 
(Partido ng Masang Pilipino). 
Villafuerte said he expected the num- 
ber to swell to 48 during the second 
caucus scheduled for next Monday. 
‘Administration Rep. Prospero No- 
grales, the new head of the House com- 
mittee on appointments, welcomed the 
creation of the Garcia-led reform bloc. 
“1 just hope that as members of the 
party founded by no less than President 
Arroyo, they would continue support- 
ing her administration's legislative 
agenda,” Nograles said in a statement. 
“We should not break apart just be 
cause of the House election. I's over and 
it’s time that we stay together once again 
and work as partners in achieving the ob- 
jectives envisioned by the President in 
her State of the Nation Address,” he said. 


warned against promoting smoking by kids 


take up the habit that he described as a 
“glaring threat against public health." 

“Scientific evidence already provides a 
strong link between tobacco advertise- 
‘ment and the spread of smoking. Outdoor 
cigarette ads can pollute the young minds 
of children who are exposed to the mis- 
leading positive images of smoking shown 
in these advertisements,” Duque said. 

“We cannot afford to add children to 
this number. The DOH is commited to pro- 
tecting these children from being seduced 


by outdoor advertisements of cigarettes in 
neighborhood stores,” he said. 

Aban on billboard advertising took ef- 
fect on July 1, but tobacco manufacturers 
are questioning the law that has autho- 
rized the health department to pull down 
all outdoor advertising of cigarettes. 

“While a war against cigarettes. is 
sweeping entire continents to create a to- 
baceo-free world, we cannot be the last 
nation standing without the political will 
to take the necessary steps against tobacco 


advertisements,” Duque said. 

In the same conference, Milagros 
Bautista of the Philippine Pediatric Society 
said children were being targeted by the 
cigarette companies because they will be 
the customers in the future. 

“I there are no children, they will lose 
profits,” Bautista said. 

‘The Tobacco Control Act was passed in 
2003 but the government chose to enforce 
it only four years later. With a report from 
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Joe de V proposes ceasefire, amnesty for Reds 


“We should consider a wide- 
ranging amnesty program that 
will solve the (insurgency) prob- 
lem, that would trigger the re- 
vival of the peace talks,” he told 
the INquiRER in a phone inter- 
view. 

‘To jumpstart the program, he 
said he would file an amnesty res- 
olution in Congress after a series 
of consultations with leaders 
from the political Left and Right. 
“We will try to know what's rea- 
sonable to them.” 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIA ON 
‘Tuesday proposed a “wide-rang- 
ing” amnesty program to encour- 
age communist insurgents to re- 
turn to the negotiating table with 
the Arroyo administration. 

De Venecia was convinced that 
the strategy, accompanied by a 
nationwide ceasefire, was 
enough to revive the stalled 
peace talks with the communist- 
Jed National Democratic Front. 


Corrections 


CORRECT PHOTO 


IN THE JULY 25 ISSUE, an Inquirer Northern Luzon article on 
Page A19—“Quarry challenge stays on” carried the wrong photo- 
graph. The caption, “These receipts, when faked, will lead to the 
stealing of quarry revenues for Pampanga,” should have been 
used with the topmost photo—not with the photo above. 

IN THE SAME ISSUE, an Across the Nation article on Page 
‘A18—'12-yr-old killed in Army offensive gathered copra, abaca 
for parents"—misstated the location of Villaba town. Villaba is in 
Leyte provinee—not Southern Leyte. 

Readers may send their requests for correction of factual errors in writing 
to the Day Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI Building, Chino Roces Av- 
enue corner Mascardo Street, Makati City, fax Nos. 897-47-99/94; e-mail 
address: daydesk@inquirer.com.ph. 

‘Complaints about lack of fairness or objectivity may be sent to Lorna 
Kalaw Tirol, readers advocate, e-mail address: readersadvocate@ inquir- 
ercom. ph or fax Nos. 897-47-93/94, Attn: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
number is 897-8808 Local 342. 


Peace negotiations aimed at 
ending more than three decades 
of Maoist insurgency—the 
longest in Asia—stalled three 
years ago, partly because of the 
CPP’s inclusion on the list of ter- 
rorist organizations by the United 
States and the European Union. 

Also on the list was the New 
People's Army, armed wing of the 
Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines. 

The issue has since remained 
contentious with the government 


refusing to give in to the NDF 
peace panel's condition that the 
matter be sufficiently addressed 
first before talks resumed. 

It forms part of the “prejudicial 
questions" 
which urged the Arroyo adminis- 
tration to at least issue a categori- 
cal statement that it was not sup- 
porting the CPP-NPAS inclusion 
on the terrorist list. 

It apparently didn’t help that 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- 
mita and Justice Secretary Raul 


Sayyaf bandit group. 
raised by the NDE 


Act. 


BEHEADINGS WHODUNIT 


Basilan puzzle deepens 


By Julie S. Alipala, Inquirer Mindanao 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—IT SEEMED LIKE A 
rogues’ gallery. The military points to Moro 
insurgents, the insurgents point to politicians, 
and the politicians point to each other. 

One politician just laughed it off, saying his 
accusers must be out of their minds. 

None of those who made the allegations ac- 
using others of involvement presented any 
evidence to back their claims. 

Who was behind the July 10 beheading of 
10 Marines in Basilan? Local officials and 
rebel leaders tell conflicting stories. 

Bas Sattar Ali, a Moro National Liberation 
Front (MILF) member of the Basilan ceasefire 
‘monitoring team, said the government should 
first check who were the real culprits “before 
pointing an accusing finger at us.” 

“They might unearth the real story behind 
the attack. Someone is playing a game and we 
are just all pawns in this game,” Ali said. 

Mayor Jakila Karam of Albarka said the in- 
cident was “political in nature” and had noth- 
ing to do with the kidnapping of Italian priest 
Giancarlo Bossi. The missionary was freed 
last week after 39 days’ captivity 

The military has said the Marines were 
looking for Bossi when they were ambushed 
by the MILE which denied involvement. 
Karam’s claim 

Karam claimed a certain politician, who lost 
inthelast mayoral race, fed the Marines wrong 
information and this led to the ambush. 

“Yung mga talunang kandidato na kamag- 
anak ng Abu Sayyaf ang may gawa nito(The 
defeated candidates with relatives among the 
Abu Sayyaf were responsible for this),” the 
mayor told the INQUIRER. 

Karam said Abu Sayyaf leader Abu Puruji 
Indama, with at least 40 followers, maintains 
a camp in a barangay 7 km from the ambush 
site 

In Karam’s version, Indama is a cousin of 
Jim Hataman Saliman, who unsuccessfully 
ran for governor last May. 


Saliman blames Karam’s men 

Saliman dismissed the allegation and coun- 
tered that people close to Karam, purportedly 
including a cousin, were the ones involved. 


“The authorities should probe deeper into 
this,” Saliman said. 

Saliman’s younger brother, Mujiv Hata- 
man, said the MILF men reported killed dur- 
ing the ambush were not really MILF but 
“were all men and followers of Karam.” 

Karam said another Abu Sayyaf leader based in 
an area near the ambush site was a nephew of for- 
mer Tuburan Mayor Hajarun Jamiri. 


Marines and Akbar 

No immediate comment could be obtained 
from Jamiri but the police earlier said it was 
Jamiri who helped the government win the 
release of Bossi from his kidnappers. 

Ali, for his part, claimed MILF commander 
Musaw Abubakar suspected that Basilan Rep. 
Wahab Akbar had something to do with the 
Marines’ presence in Ginanta, the ambush site. 

Ali said the MILF believed Akbar and the 
Marines were in cahoots to attack the MILF 
camp in Ginanta in the guise of searching for 
Bossi. 

“If he had nothing to do with the entry of 
the Marines in the MILF territory, how come 
the Marines were using the dump truck of the 
Isabela mayor?” Ali said, talking in Filipino. 

‘The mayor of Isabela is Cherry Akbar, the 
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Gonzalez earlier announced that 
the government would ask the 
courts to declare as terrorists the 
CPP-NPA, along with the Abu 


The declaration was to be 
sought under the terms of the 
controversial Human Security 


Luis Jalandoni, head of the 
NDF peace panel, and CPP 
founder Jose Maria Sison had re- 
fused to return to the negotiating 
table under the terms previously 


proposed by the government: 
ceasefire. 

They insisted that the govern- 
ment first address the prejudicial 
questions, which also included 
the indemnification of victims of 
human rights abuses during the 
Marcos regime. 

Another major roadblock in 
the resumption of peace talks was 
the government's failure to curb 
the spate of extrajudicial killings, 
most of which had victimized mil- 
itant activists. 


lawmaker’s third wife. 


‘Why me?’ 

Ali also accused Akbar of issuing firearms 
to Karam. 

Karam admitted he received several high pow- 
ered guns, including an M203, from Akbar for his 
‘own security and for the local police station. 

Akbar, in a phone interview, laughed off the 
allegations. 

“Why pick on me? Why blame me and my 
wife?” Akbar said. “We are leaders of Basilan. 
Who in his right mind would like that our own 
province be marred by conflicts and wars? What 
will [eam seeing my people suffering from war?” 

Akbar said his wife, Cherry, had allowed 
the Marines to use two dump trucks. 


Poor intelligence 

“Tf those attackers are my people, they will make 
‘sure to spare the properties of Isabela City, but in- 
stead the attackers bumed the trucks,” Akbar said. 

‘The AFP has named MILF commander Pul- 
lalul Pulon as one of those behind the beheading 
of the Marines. Ali said this was “impossible.” 

Former Basilan Rep. Gerry Salapuddin said 
the ambush could have been avoided if the 
authorities had good intelligence. 

Ina text message to the INQUIRER, Salapud- 
din said what happened was “a clear case of 
poor intelligence and misinformation con- 
tributing to wrong decisions.” 

“The possible involvement of private armed 
‘groups ... must be investigated and dealt with de- 
sively no matter who are involved. If only the 
ceasefire guidelines were respected and coordina- 
tion made with the MILF inthe area, that incident 
‘would have not happened,” he added. 
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Thursday, July 26, 2007 
Joachimand Ann 

Ast Reading: Sir 44:1, 10-15 

Gospel: Matthew 13:16-17 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Blessed are 
your eyes because they see, and your ears, be- 
cause they hear. 

“For [tell you that many prophets and up- 
right people would have longed to see the 
things you see, but they did not, and to hear 
the things you hear, but they did not hear it.” 
Commentary 

‘These are the parents of Mary, the grandpar- 
ents of Jesus. This feast was created, along with 
their names, to give Jesus a heritage, a family, 
ancestors, like ordinary people. The readings 
reflect this: Sirach praises those who have 
passed on to their descendants their faith, their 
virtue, and God's covenant with them. Honor- 
ing parents/grandparents that went before us 
in faith, and telling these stories, passing on 
their wisdom, keeps the community alive and 
‘growing through generations. 

We are blessed by Jesus in the gospel, re- 
minding us that our ancestors in faith, are not 
just or even primarily our families, but the 
‘prophets and holy men and women who went 
before us who longed to see what we see and 
wanted so much to hear the Word of God in Je- 
sus but were not able to. What are we passing 
on to the generations that come after us, not 
only our own families, but the people who 
watch us and long to see the Word of God in our 
lives taking flesh so that they might belong to 
the family of Jesus? 
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Asean execs shrug off Rice no-show 


By Tarra Quismundo 


ORGANIZERS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
Southeast Asian Nations are taking no offense 
for the decision of US Secretary of State Con- 
doleezza Rice to skip the Asean meetings in 
Manila and proceed instead to the Middle 
East, 

Ambassador Marciano Paynor Jr, head of 
the Philippine organizing committee, said 
yesterday that Asean fully understood the US 
decision to replace its head of delegation with 
Deputy Secretary of State John Negroponte, 
who was Ambassador to Manila from 1993 to 
1996. 

“1 don't think that sends any kind of mes- 
sage to the Asean. The fact that she also can- 
celed all the other meetings that were already 
prepared for because she was expected to 
come here is an indication that she was not 
choosing us over other countries,” said 
Paynor, secretary general of the 40th Asean 
Ministerial Meeting National Organizing 
Committee (NOC). 

Saying any sending country has the prerog- 
ative to choose its head of delegation, Paynor 
believed "it is not the interest of the US to dis- 
regard the Asean,” as proved by its record of 
support for the organization's objectives. 

“Meetings such as this are not used to con- 
vey messages of distrust or a waning of rela- 
tions,” Paynor told reporters. 

Rice was among the delegation heads of 17 
‘Asean dialogue partners, including the Euro- 
pean Union, Russia, China, Japan, Australia 
and Canada, expected to join meetings of the 
10-nation Asean opening formally on Mon- 
day. 

Paynor said Rice was confirmed to be arriv- 
ing “until one a half weeks ago,” when the US 
State Department gave notice that Negro- 
ponte was taking her place. Negroponte is ex- 
pected to arrive on Monday. 

Rice is scheduled to travel to Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia from July 30 to Aug. 2, the same 
dates of the Manila meetings. 

US State Department spokesperson Sean 
McCormack said in Washington that while 
Rice “very much looks forward” to visiting the 
region again, “unfortunately at this time it 
just wasn’t possible.” 

Paynor said Negroponte “will be a most ef- 
fective head of delegation of the US” as he be- 
lieved the former US envoy to Manila under- 
stood the Philippine situation best among 
State Department officials 

Inastatement, the US Embassy said Negro- 
ponte will hold bilateral talks with Philippine 
officials prior to scheduled meetings of the 
‘Asean Regional Forum, a 27-nation coopera- 
tion expected to discuss peace and security in 
the region, 


6,500-strong security force 
More than 6,500 police and military per- 
sonnel have been drafted into Manila as dele- 


‘THE STATE OF THE US STATE DEPARTMENT: In this file photo, US Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice escorts the then newly appointed US Ambassador to iraq John 
Negroponte at the White House for rites welcoming l6 countries awarded for rooting out 


corruption, respecting human rights and adhering to the rule of law. 


gates begin to arrive, said Deputy Director 
Avelino Razon of the Philippine National Po- 
lice. 

A security cordon has been thrown 
around the main venue, the Philippine In- 
ternational Convention Center in Manila 
Bay, with all streets blocked to unautho- 
rized traffic. 

Sniffer dogs have been brought in to check 
cars for weapons and explosives. 

Police also have begun rounding up beg- 
gars, vagrants and drug addicts from the 
streets of the capital to get them out of sight of 
Asean officials. 

“We just want to make sure that they are 
not along roads that Asean delegates will be 
passing through,” said police spokesperson 
Senior Insp. Roma Geronimo. 


Concern over Basilan 

She said the drive to get beggars, street 
children and drug addicts off Manila's 
streets was standard operating procedure 
and that police have intensified the opera- 
tion as part of a campaign to spruce up the 
capital for the foreign guests. 
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domestic affairs. 
“all cum Asean 
based organizatio: 


commission. 


From page Al 


in form and content. 


” 


served, including a bedrock rule 
of noninterference in each other's 


fo a more rules- 
" Cruz said. 

A touchy issue has been enshrin- 
ing the protection of human rights in 
a region where some countries rights 
records have been spotty ar best 

Burma (Myanmar), for example, 
has been condemned by Westem 
governments and criticized even by 
fellow Asean members for ignoring 
calls to free political detainees, led 
by Nobel laureate Aung San Suu 
Kyi, and not implementing a 
promised roadmap to democracy. 

‘The draft charter calls for the 
“respect of fundamental free: 
doms, the promotion and protec- 
tion of human rights and the pro- 
motion of social justice.” 


Human rights commission 
A Southeast Asian diplomat, 
speaking on condition of anonymi- 
ty because he was not authorized 
to speak to media, said a high-level 
task force drafting the charter had 
not yet decided whether to include 
a contentious provision urging the 
establishment of a human rights 


‘Some Asean members fear such 
a commission could allow scrutiny 
of rights conditions in one coun- 
try, possibly violating the group's 


Hungarians losing sleep over siesta 


introduction of the siesta?” the 
proposed question reads. 

In giving its initial approval, 
the election committee said the 
proposed question was sufficient 


Hungarians suffering from the 
record heat wave this month, 
however, will have to keep paying 
for their refreshments as the com- 


eu 


“We are monitoring the situation in Min- 
danao and Basilan and don’t see any spillover 
on the streets of Manila,” Razon told a news 
briefing. 

‘Almost 6,000 people have fied their homes 

on the southern island of Basilan to avoid a 
feared clash between Muslim rebels and sol- 
diers hunting for the killers of 14 Marines, 10 
of whom were beheaded, 

Despite reports that police recently broke 
an Abu Sayyaf sleeper cell in Manila, diplo- 
matic sources have expressed “some concern” 
that should there be a major offensive in Basi- 
Jan during the Asean meetings, which begin 
on Saturday and end on Aug. 2, there could 
bea backlash in Manila. 

‘The Asean heads of government meeting in 
Cebu last December was thrown into chaos 
when a number of foreign embassies issued 
travel alerts warning of a “possible” terrorist 
threat. 

The summit of the 10-nation bloc was 
eventually canceled due to the approach of a 
typhoon. The meeting was resumed in Jan 
uary with most heads of government attend- 
ing. With reports from AFP and AP 


Asean charter: Yes 
to human rights ... 


noninterference policy. 

Rosario Manalo, who heads 
the task force writing the charter, 
has said a commission would al- 
low Asean to deal with its human 
rights problems in its own way 
and parry Western criticism of 
problems in the region. 


Ban on nuclear weapons 

The charter calls for the contin- 
ued observance of a 10-year-old 
treaty banning nuclear weapons 
in Southeast Asia and prohibits 
“all other weapons of mass de- 
struction and interference by ex- 
ternal powers.” 

It renounces aggression and 
threats of force. Members would 
be prohibited from backing any 
policy or activity that would threat- 
en a country’s sovereignty and po- 
litical and economic stability. 

A provision would reject uncon- 
stitutional changes of govem- 
ment. But some diplomats say that 
proposal was in danger of being 
stricken because some members, 
particularly Thailand, have heads 
of state who rose to power follow- 
ing military or public uprisings. 

‘Asean was founded during the 
Cold War years as an anticommu- 
nist coalition, eventually evolving 
into a trade and political bloc. tt 
consists of Brunei, Cambodia, In- 
donesia, Laos, Malaysia, Burma, 
the Philippines, Singapore, Thai- 
land, and Viemam. AP 


mittee earlier struck down a ref- 
erendum proposal about making 
beer free in restaurants, saying it 
would have distorted the market. 


200,000 signatures needed 

As for the proponents of the 
bill on an afternoon nap, they 
must now find 200,000 signa- 
tures to make the proposed refer- 
endum a reality. A vote could be 
held on the issue in early 2008. 
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Report of US 
aid cut 
triggers uproar 


From page Al $30 million to $17.6 million in 
2007 and $11.1 million in 
2008. 

‘The latter number carried 
the heading “proposed.” 

Proposed 2008 appropria- 
tions for countries across 
Africa, Asia and the Pacific 
and the Middle East also 
showed a general down- 
trend. 

The US Senate, in a report, 
recommended a’ $30-million 
appropriation for foreign 
tary financing for the Philip- 
pines, or more than double the 
state department's recommen- 
dation, 

A US House committee re- 
port was silent on the amount 
of military aid for the Philip- 
pines but took note of extraju- 
cial killings in the country. 
Killings 

The House report read in 
part 

“The committee is highly 
concerned with reports of ex- 
trajudicial killings by the 
Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines (AFP) and the Philippine 
National Police (PNP), noting 
reports of more than 800 extra- 
judicial killings since 2001. 
The committee is deeply con- 
cerned with the effect these 
Killings may be having on the 
work of civil society organiza- 
tions.” 

The House committee di- 
rected the state department to 
check on “the status of investi- 
gations into extrajudicial 
killings and gross violations of 
human rights by the AFP and 
PNP” 

Both postings were dated on 
July 23. 

Earlier, in the Palace press 
briefing and before receiving 
the clarification from the DFA, 
Ermita was repeatedly asked to 
comment on the ABS-CBN re- 
port. 


Propaganda war 

Ermita had expressed sur- 
prise, saying he had no “specif- 
ic knowledge” about it. 

He said he recently spoke 
with US Ambassador Kristie 
Kenney but “this matter never 
figured in our conversations. 
We never mentioned anything 
aboutit." 

If the aid reduction were 
true, Ermita had wamed, it 
would affect the antiterror ef- 
forts of the Arroyo administra- 
tion and prove that the Left was 
winning the propaganda war, 

“That is a big thing. That 
would have a big impact,” Er- 
mita said, before the official 
denial came. 

Ermita noted that the Left 
and other “front organiza- 
tions” had been lobbying with 
the United States for aid cuts 
“because of the issue on extra- 
judicia) killings and human 
rights violations.” 


PNP surprised 

‘The PNP also expressed sur- 
prise at the reported aid cut. 

‘The PNP Directorate for In- 
vestigation and Detection 
Management chief, Director 
Geary Barias, said he had been 
in constant contact with his US 
counterparts and that there 
was no inkling of any reduc- 
tion of aid to the PNP. 

Recently, US Embassy offi- 
cials met with top PNP officials 
to find ways to solve extrajudi- 
cial killings. PNP officials gave 
the US side a rundown of tech- 
nical and material aid that the 
US government could con- 
tribute. With a report from Al- 
cuin Papa 


for the Philippine military and 
police forces “following allega- 
tions they were involved in ex- 
trajudicial killings.” 

‘The story was based on what 
it said was a US state depart- 
ment report. 

‘The network carried the Er- 
mita denial later. 

The leftist Bagong Alyansang 
Makabayan jumped on the 
ABS-CBN report, saying it wel- 
comed the US action. 

“The US military aid is being 
used by the Philippine military 
and police forces in killing ac- 
tivists and committing other 
human rights abuses,” a Bayan 
statement said. 


No budget yet 

US Embassy spokesperson 
Matthew Lussenhop said the 
story got ahead of the US ap- 
propriations process. 

“I think it's misleading to 
say that assistance has been 
cut,” Lussenhop told the In- 
quier by phone. “The US fed- 
eral government's budget for 
fiscal year 2008 hasn't been 
passed yet ... It would be pre- 
mature to say that aid has 
been cut.” 

Inthe proposed US budget for 
foreign operations, posted at the 
US state department website 
(hitp://wwwstate-gov), the de- 
partment requested a total 2008 
funding of $84.7 million. 

This is $28.5 million less 
than the actual total assistance 
given to the Philippines in 
2006 at $113.2 million. 

‘Among the big decreases 
sought are for foreign military 
financing and international 
military education. 

There are, however, pro- 
posed increases, such as for 
Economic Support Fund 
(from $24.7 million to $26 
million). Also sought to be in- 
creased are funding for in- 
frastructure, private sector 
competitiveness and human 
rights. 


Obstacles to progress 

The state department re- 
port says the major obstacles 
to Philippine progress are 
weak institutions of gover- 
nance, as well as corruption 
and security and terrorism 
threats. Ir stresses the need for 
the Philippines to address “the 
conditions that terrorists seek 
to exploit.” 

There was no mention of po- 
litical killings in the state de- 
partment report. 

Asked whether there was a 
proposal to cut aid, Lussen- 
hop said he was not privy to 
the status of the US foreign 
aid appropriations as the 
government budget was still 
being deliberated by 
Congress. 

He added there were many 
agencies involved in the “ex- 
tremely complicated” budget 
process. 

“The main thing for us is, i's 
not about the numbers but the 
quality of the programs and 
how effective they are,” 
Lussenhop said. He said that 
figures should notbe used “asa 
shorthand on the quality of re- 
lations" between the US and 
the Philippines. 


Cuts all around 

More specifically, the state 
department's per-country pro- 
posal for foreign military aid, 
as posted on its website, 
showed a cut in figures for the 
Philippines, from actual appro- 
priations in 2006 of around 


Some health experts have 
touted the benefits of a daily 
nap as a stress reliever. The cul- 
tural institution of the daily 
siesta, however, has come un- 
der attack in Spain and Mexico, 
with critics arguing that the 
midday work stoppage puts 
businesses at a competitive dis- 
advantage in today’s global 
economy. 

While it is relatively easy to 


organize a referendum in Hun- 
gary since democracy came to 
the Central European country 
in 1989, only two issues have 
won the approval of voters. 
Passed were the issues con- 
cerning Hungary's member- 
ship in the European Union 
and in the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (Nato). 
Reports from AFP and 
Reuters 
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‘FOCUS ON REAL ECONOMY’ 


No new taxes, senators warn 


By Gil Cabacungan 


SENATORS YESTERDAY WARNED 
President Macapagal-Arroyo not to im- 
pose new taxes and sell state assets at a 
bargain in the face of a worsening fiscal 
position that has made the country’s 
credit watchers ill at ease. 

Sen. Mar Roxas was concerned that 
the President would be desperate to 
take short term measures to assuage in- 
ternational credit rating agencies like 
Fitch Ratings that have raised a red flag 
against the government's failure to 
meet its fiscal deficit targets due to lo- 
wer-than-expected collections. “Focus 
on the real economy not just the finan- 
cial markets,” said Roxas who was wor- 
ried that new taxes would unduly bur- 


den the masses while cheering on finan- 
cial experts. 

Fitch reported that due to the “disap- 
pointing” first half tax collection, it ex- 
pects the budget deficit to hit P125 bil- 
lion or 1.9 percent of the gross domestic 
product or nearly double the target of 
P63 billion this year. 

“She should first implement the attri- 
tion law (which penalizes revenues offi- 
cers that fail to meet their target collec- 
tions) before crafting new taxes or em- 
barking on a borrowing binge or selling 
off assets to fill up the widening gap be- 
tween spending and revenues. What 
use is the law if she does not put it to 
use?” said Roxas in an interview. 

Roxas called on the President to 
share her fiscal plans with the public, 


specifically the sale of government as- 
sets that Finance Secretary Margarito 
Teves has tagged as his primary stop- 
ap move to cover for the imminent 
shortfall in revenues. 

“We cannot sell the government as- 
sets just like in ukay-ukay to make up 
for the shortcomings of the BIR and 
BOC. Selling assets is a one-off deal. 
Once done, you're left with the perpetu- 
al problem of collecting proper taxes 
which can only be solved by better tax 
administration,” said Roxas who asked 
the administration to account for the 
taxes collected from the expanded va- 
lue added tax reforms two years. 

Ina statement, Sen. Francis Escudero 
said the President should not use the 
Fitch outlook as a “jump-off point” to 


impose new taxes. “She has not even 
dealt with the basic issues concerning 
lack of jobs, spiraling prices and low in- 
come. She does not have ascendancy to 
add or even raise taxes,” said Escudero 
who suggested that the government fo- 
cus on more tax-efficient collection and 
administration. 

Escudero said the poor Fitch outlook 
on the Philippines was a clear indica- 
tion that “revenue agencies refuse to do 
her bidding and collect existing taxes 
sans corruption.” 

“The President is slowly but surely 
feeling that she is no longer on top of 
everything. She had to take the Sona 
(State of the Nation Address) occasion 
to remind her allies that she is still the 
President,” said Escudero. 
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Penalize 
absentees 
in House, 
neophyte 
proposes 


By Allison W. Lopez 
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NO WORK. NO PAY. 

‘An opposition congressman yesterday pro- 
posed that penalties be imposed on legislators who 
are habitually absent from congressional sessions. 

“We have to do this. The trust rating of 
Congress is-39 percent. We have been paid with 
taxpayers’ money to attend sessions and yet 
there are problems of quorum,” said Cagayan de 
Oro City Rep. Rufus Rodriguez at the National 
Press Club forum in Manila. 

Rodriguez said solons would face deductions 
from their P35,000 monthly salaries for their ab- 
sences if the move will be supported by the com- 
mittee on rules. 

“Ies no work, no pay. I was a (law) teacher be- 
fore. Whenever we were absent they deducted it 
from our salary. Unless of course, if the excuse is 
valid," said Rodriguez, noting that sessions were 
from Monday to Wednesday only. 

Presently, he said only a “shame campaign” 
through publication of attendance records was 
being used to discourage absences. 

A lack of quorum in the lower chamber has 
been blamed for the delay in the passage of the 
Cheaper Medicines Act of 2007, a bill deemed 
urgent by President Macapagal-Arroyo in her re- 
cent State ofthe Nation Address. 


Quorum 

‘A quorum is attained by adding 50 percent of 
the total number of solons, plus one. 

So far a total of 224 congressmen have been 
proclaimed winners with more to come from 
various party-list groups. 

Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman, another guest at 
the forum, agreed with the proposed penalties 
but claimed the problem of attendance also 
plagued other counties. 

“That's worldwide problem. But fitis neces- 
sary we will muster a quorum,” said the adminis- 
tration congressman, adding that Speaker Jose 
de Venecia would initiate reforms to ensure the 
legislators’ presence in sessions. 

Rodriguez will also recommend a second roll 
call at 8 pam., or before adjournment, to make 
sure legislators stayed until the four-hour session 
is finished 

“Tes because some make the first roll call at 4 
pam., go to the lounge, then go home afterward. 
So with a second roll call, we can check who real- 
ly stayed. IF you're not there, you will be deemed 
absent for one session,” he said. 

He noted that there was no quorum during 
the last three sessions. “If we continue with this 
‘we will have low approval rating, Its our duty to 
attend the sessions,” he stressed. 

‘To speed up the process of legislation, Ro- 
driguez also proposed that the number of com- 
mittees be reduced, saying 74 was “too much” 
for about 242 congressmen. 
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Fewer committees 

“The committee on appropriations alone has 
185 members—that’s almost everyone. In the US 
they only have 19 committees for 435 congress- 
men. We should form more subcommittees in- 
stead so the groups would be smaller,” he said. 

Lagman, meanwhile, advised neophytes to 
follow the example of experienced congressmen 
who were “more punctual.” 

‘When asked ifthe deductions should be made 
on the pork barrel instead of from salaries, Ro- 
driguez disagreed and said the funds were 
“needed by constituents.” 

He also took the chance to thank the President 
for promising to increase the budget of Mindanao 
in 2008 from 10 percent to 30 percent, especially 
since the island has more than 20 million people. 

“We asked that this be corrected. We are 
happy that she saw this inequality. because for 
the past 10 years, Mindanao has been con- 
tributing 20-30 percent to the national wealth,” 
said Rodriguez. 

‘An improved peace and order situation in 
Mindanao, the solon added, could be expected 
because of more livelihood opportunities. 

“if there is no peace in Mindanao there will be 
no more development in the country” he said. 
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outside the parish church, wav- 
ing colorful flags while singing: 
“Whereis Bossi? Where is Bossi?’ 
(To the tune of “Are you sleep- 
ing.”) 

When the pickup truck carry- 
ing the 57-year-old missionary 
rolled up at around 8 a.m. and he 
stepped out of the vehicle, chaos 
descended on the scene. 

People shouted his name and 
rushed forward, wanting to see 
him up close. Some wailed. Oth- 
ers kissed his hands. Some tried 
to touch his face. The children 
were all over him. 


‘Mano po’ 

Bosi looked overwhelmed. 
Bending forward and taking the 
hands of the children, the women 
and the elderly, Bossi did a “reversed 
‘mano po.” Itlasted on and on. 

If everyone agreed on one 
thing, it was that their beloved 
priest had lost weight—some 40 
pounds, in all, as a result of his 
captivity in the hands of gunmen 
who kidnapped him while he was 
on his way to Mass on June 10. 
He was released on July 20. 

“Lam so happy he is back,” said 
Ainander Julain, a 10-year-old 
Muslim boy who had waited for 
Boss's vehicle to pass by on a 
rough road leading to the San 
Pablo Parish Church. 


No more Payaos for Bossi 
Edgar Riverio, 13, said what he 


ENDLESSLY MISSED: | 
Fr 
their nearest and dearest, 


missed most of Bossi was the 
priest’sjokes and his “mano po.” 

Remy Brocoy, Boss's secretary 
for more than seven years, slipped 
away toa room and cried when she 
learned that Bossi would only be 
staying in town for a few hours, 

“We can't stop him. If only we 
could watch over him all the time. 
Thope when the situation is better, 
he would return,” Brocoy said. 

Fr. Gianni Sandalo, regional 
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superior of the Pontifical Institute 
of Foreign Missions (Pime), the 
congregation to which Bossi be- 
longs, told the Inquirer that they 
‘would not allow Bossi to return to 
Payao to continue his mission. 
“No, we are not going to let 
him go to Payao again,” Sandalo 
said, adding that there might be 
other missions for Bossi but this 
would depend on his superiors. 
‘Asked why Bossi was no longer 


No Jonas when AFP goes to 
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his whereabouts,” AFP informa- 
tion chief Lt, Col. Bartolome 
Bacarro told reporters yesterday. 

Bacarro said appearing before 
the appellate court was the only as- 
pect of the Supreme Court order 
that the AFP could comply with. 

But he said the military was view- 
ing the tribunal's order in a positive 
light: “This would provide the [AFP] 
the venue to once again reiterate 
that Jonas is notin our custody.” 

‘Acting Defense Secretary and 
National Security Adviser Nor- 
berto Gonzales said he was at a 
loss how the military and defense 
establishments would comply 
with the high court's order. 

“How can we produce [Jonas]? 
We will try, we will try producing 
him, but I don't know how,” Gon- 
zales told reporters after attend- 
ing a conference at the New World 
Renaissance Hotel in Makati City. 

In Malacafiang, Executive Sec- 
retary Eduardo Ermita voiced the 
same sentiment, in practically the 
same words: “How can we pro- 
duce [Jonas]? We will try produc- 
ing [him] but I don't know why ... 
We don't have him, so how can 
we produce him?” 


Responding to a petition filed on 
July 11 by Jonas’ mother Edita Bur- 
Zos, the Supreme Court has issued a 
‘writ of habeas corpus ordering the 
military to produce the 37-year-old 
agriculturst before the Court of Ap- 
peals tomorrow morning. 

Burgos had accused the Army 
of abducting her son, who was 
forcibly taken from a Quezon City 
mall on April 28 and had not been 
seen since, 

She named as respondents in 
her petition President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo, AFP Chief of Staff 
Gen. Hermogenes Esperon and 
other military officials, and 
Philippine National Police Direc- 
tor General Oscar Calderon. 
‘Bias’ 

Ermita said the high court’ is- 
suance of the writ of habeas cor- 
pus was unnecessary but that So- 
licitor General Agnes Devanadera 
would make a “formal answer” 

“As the chief of staff told me, the 
‘manifestation just contained the 
fact that the AFP and the PNP do 
not have [Jonas] in their custody, so 
‘what is there to produce?” he said, 

He also said the issuance of the 
writ of habeas corpus did not 


mean that Ms Arroyo as Com- 
mander in Chief was responsible 
for Jonas’ abduction. 

Ermita said that from the begin- 
ning, there was “bias that the men 
in uniform and the AFP might be 
responsible for [Jonas"] disappear- 
ance” despite the governments 
sincere efforts in finding him. 

“The AFP has been there look- 
ing for him, They are not in the 
position to produce [someone] 
not in their custody,” Ermita said, 
adding that as soon as Jonas’ lo- 
cation was pinpointed, the gov- 
ernment would do everything in 
its power to “free him.” 

Like Esperon and other govem- 
ment officials, Gonzales insisted 
that Jonas was not in AFP custody. 

He said that not ónly was the 
military looking for Jonas but 
that on his own he had also been 
employing “informal and formal” 
‘means to locate Jonas. 


Like blood from stone 
Asked what feedback he was 
getting from his efforts, Gonzales 
conceded that it was “not clear.” 
Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez 
said the high court's order could be 
an exercise in futility because the 


's Christmas and New Year’s Day and all things nice and wonderful when 
jancarlo Bossi came marching home to his parish and the people who welcomed the Italian priest like 
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coming back, Sandalo said: “Be- 
cause the place is not safe for him 
atthis moment and he needs rest.” 

“We're going to bring him to 
Manila to check his stomach. Af- 
ter that he will return to his coun- 
try,” Sandalo said. 

In his room, Bossi gave away his 
books and other personal items to 
his sobbing staff. He also left his 
clothes behind. “It is an assurance 
that I am coming back,” he said in 


SC 


military could only produce Jonas 
ifithad him in its custody. 

“The order will only be effective 
ifthey have him. If they don't have 
him, how can they produce him? 
Tes like squeezing blood from a 
stone. It's like me ordering you to 
produce your boyfriend, but what 
if you don't have a boyfriend?” 
Gonzalez told reporters, 

‘Asked if he thought the hearing at 
the Court of Appeals would be use- 
less, he said: "That will depend [on 
whether] there are other people who 
‘will go there and give information,” 

Both Bacaro and Army 
spokesperson Lt. Col. Ernesto 
Torres said the military had exert- 
ed and continued to exert efforts 
to gather information toward re- 
solving Jonas’ case. 

“if there is one organization oren- 
tity that would really like to find out 
what had happened or the current 
starus of Mr. Jonas Burgos right now, 
it would be the AFR” Bacaro said. 

He said the AFP had been the sub- 
ject of allegations that it was behind 
‘Jonas’ abduction, and this was why 
“Swe are as eager as anybody [else] to 
find out what really happened.” 

With reports from Michael Lim 
Ubac and Leila B. Salaverria 


Polio caged him but not his dream 
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“I became a voracious reader 
and finished the books of my 
brothers and sisters before they 
did. I always read all the pages of 
the newspaper my father read 
since I was 8 years old,” Bernardo 
says. 

In his teens, Bernardo in- 
dulged in writing Filipino fic- 
tion and comics scripts that he 
sent to publications. His elder 
sister, a nursing student, typed 
the ‘manuscripts while his 
mother mailed them. He was 
forced to learn typing by him- 
self when his sister began in- 
ternship. 

“I kept mailing the fiction 
pieces I wrote, only to receive re- 
jection slips. After 76 rejections, 
‘one editor took pity on me and 
published my short story,” he 
laughs. 

From then on, Bernardo’s sto- 
ries were published in Liwayway 
Magazine in its “Pitak ng Bagong 
Manunulat” section. Some of the 
titles published in 1990s included 
“Dahil Mahal Kita,” “Hanap ay 
Pagmamahal,” “Hindi Ako Man- 
gangako.” 


Budding writer 

In an article titled "Bagong 
Dekada ng mga Bagong Ma- 
nunulat” by Armando T. Javier 
and published on Dec. 31, 
1990, in Liwayway Magazine, 
Bernardo was named one of the 
budding fiction writers in Fil- 
ipino. 

One day, a television feature of 
the work of Tahanang Walang 
Hagdan grabbed his attention. It 
sparked hope in his heart, he 


Christians, Muslims mob Bossi at homecoming 


Bisaya to his staff, referring to the 
clothes he was leaving behind. But 
they knew he was not coming back. 

Wearing a white shirt, black 
pants and his familiar flip flops, 
Bossi left Zamboanga City at 
around 3 a.m, with another priest 
from the Pime and Zamboanga 
City Archbishop Romulo Valles. 

They sped away at more than 
100 kph, hoping to reach Payao be- 
fore sunrise, but it was almost mid- 
morning when they finally arrived. 

Valles described the homecoming 
as very touching and very moving.” 
Waiting in pain 

“The people of Payao lived and 
‘waited in pain and suffering when 
Bossi was kidnapped. Now, it's a 
joyous welcome,” Valles said. 

Instead of spending his night 
here, Bossi decided to leave be- 
fore the day was over, after saying 
his last Mass for his people. 

Sandalo said the group would 
have to leave Zamboanga City on 
Thursday for Manila “so we can 
bring Giancarlo to the hospital as 
he still feels something wrong 
with his stomach.” 

On Tuesday night, Bossi said in 
an interview that his retum to 
Payao would be a way of saying 
goodbye to his people. He said he 
‘was told the place he had leamed to 
Jove most ‘is no longer safe for me.” 

Bossi said that prior to his kid- 
napping, two of his siblings back in 
Abbiategrasso, Milan, had planned 
to come to Payao for a vacation. 
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atnan analai 


“Kaya lang very sayang, very 
sayang talaga (It's a pity, really a 
pity),” he said, 


Pain deep inside 

In Zamboanga, before leaving 
for Payao, Bossi said that deep in- 
side him, he feit bad making the 
trip to his parish because it was 
more ofa farewell than a reunion. 

“(Lam sad) because I will be go- 
ing back to say goodbye,” he said. 

He said he wanted to continue 
serving the people of Payao but 
people had told him the place 
‘was “no longer safe for me.” 

Bossi said he would miss the peo- 
ple, who saw him not only as their 
priest, but also their big father. 

Bossi said he would retum to his 
hometown in Italy to join his family. 

“I will do most of my reflection 
together with my family” he said. 


Biblical signs 

Bossi said he had been trying 
to find answers to his kidnapping 
ordeal, which he said had “bibli- 
cal signs.” 

On the day he was kidnapped, 
it was the Feast of the Blood of 
Christ or Corpus Christi, he said. 

“and I was kept inside the 
woods for 40 days and 40 nights 
and I was released on the birth- 
day of my mother,” he said. 

“Iasked my brother Marcello and 
sister Pinuccia about the meaning 
of it. I need time to sit together 
(with them) and think together to 
find out the meaning of it.” 


By Kristine L. Alave 


“SO WHAT IF HE'S A MEMBER 
of the NPA?” 

Commission on Human 
Rights (CHR) Chair Purificacion 
Quisumbing commented on 
Army chief Lt. Gen, Romeo To- 
Jentino's claim that Jonas Burgos 
was a member of the New Peo- 
ple’s Army, the armed wing of the 
Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines—a claim that was neither 
denied nor confirmed by the CPR 

If he were, he should have 
been arrested, not forcibly tak- 
en away, Quisumbing said in 
an ambush interview at the 
Club Filipino in San Juan City 
where she was attending an 
event by The Moro Times. 

She said mere membership 
in the NPA was “not a problem” 
because the Marcos-era Anti- 
Subversion Law was repealed 
in 1992, making communism 
legal in the Philippines. 

Quisumbing said an NPA 
member who had violated 
Philippine laws may be arrest- 
ed, but not on the basis on his 
or her membership. 


‘So what if Jonas is Red’ 


“The person's political color 
isnotimportant. (If he violated 
the law], you give him due pro- 
cess,” she said. 

‘Quisumbing said the Army's 
statements that Burgos was an 
NPA member was “suspicious.” 
She said the Army could use it as 
an excuse to justify its actions. 

Quisumbing also hailed the 
Supreme Court's order for the 
‘Armed Forces to produce Jonas, 
saying it was high time some- 
body was made accountable for 
the disappearances and deaths 
of hundreds of leftist activists, 

“We should commend the 
Supreme Court for finding a 
way,” Quisumbing said. 

She pointed out that the 
high court's writ of habeas cor- 
pus had vindicated the CHR, 
Which had been snubbed by 
military officials during its in- 
quiry into Jonas’ abduction, 

Jonas, a son of the late press 
freedom fighter Jose Burgos, had 
been giving technical training to 
members of the Alyansang Mag- 
bubukid ng Bulacan, a local chap- 
ter of the militant Kilusang Mag- 
Dubukid ng Pilipinas, since 1999. 


What is polio? 


POLIOMYELITIS, OR POLIO, 1S 
a highly infectious disease that 
can lead to paralysis and death. 
Tt is caused by a virus that 
spreads through human waste. 
‘Thus, polio is more rampant in 
places with substandard sanita- 
tion systems. 

More than half of all polio 
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cases involve children below 
three years of age. They usually 
get the disease from contami- 
nated food or water. 

The polio virus multiplies 
in the intestines. In one out of 
200 cases, it destroys neurons 
that activate muscles, leading 
to irreversible paralysis. Leg 
muscles are affected more of- 
tenthan arm muscles. 

‘Among those paralyzed, 5 to 


10 percent die due to the immo- 
bilization of breathing muscles. 
‘Symptoms of polio include 
fever, fatigue, vomiting, neck 
stiffness and leg and arm pain. 
‘There is no cure for polio, but 
vaccination can prevent it. The 
disease was brought under control 
after the introduction of effective 
vaccines in the late 1950s. Today, 
only seven countries worldwide 
remain polio-endemic, according 


to the Global Polio Eradication Ini- 
tiative, Almost all polio cases (98 
percent) are found in India, Nige- 
ria and Pakistan. 

In October 2000, the World 
Health Organization declared the 
entire Westem Pacific region, in- 
cluding the Philippines, polio-free. 
However Indonesia suddenly 
recorded over 200 polio cases in 
2005. CyrilL. Bonabente, Inquir- 
er Research 


says, because it featured disabled 
individuals training to be inde- 
pendent. 

He wrote a 12-page letter ex- 
pressing his desire to be a resi- 
dent of the charity group. 

“When I received the response 
of the administrator of the 
Tahanang Walang Hagdan, he 
said it was still all up to me to 
come but he emphasized 1 need- 
ed the consent of my parents,” 
Bernardo says. 

He recalls he was shaking with 
fear at the thought of telling his 
parents he wanted to leave and 
be on his own but finally sum- 
moned the courage and did so in 
a four-page letter, 


Parents say sorry 
“Immediately, my mother wept 
after reading my letter. My father, 
whom I had known to be strict 
and disciplinarian, also broke 
down. They hugged me and told 
me how sorry they were for all 
those years of my isolation and 
indifference toward my physical 


impairment,” he says. 

Bernardo says he had never 
been happier after that, knowing 
he had earned his parents’ re- 
spect and support. He says he has 
totally forgiven his parents, 

“They accompanied me to 
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Manila and brought me to the 
Tahanang Walang Hagdan. I was 


overwhelmed with happiness 
when I was given my own 
wheelchair which for me was a 
symbol of my freedom and inde- 
pendence. I took a placement test 


REX BERNARDO received his Master of Development Management 
diploma in 2002 from Dean Ernesto Garilao and AIM president Roberto 
de Ocampo, and became the only second wheelchair-bound student to 


earn a full degree at the famed business school, 
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for outofschool youth and 
passed it very satisfactorily, 
Which accelerated me all the way 
to the college level,” he says. 


Phenomenal acceleration 
Even without formal elemen- 
tary and high school education, 
Bernardo’s acceleration to ter- 
tiary education was phenome- 
nal, He enrolled at the Trinity 
College and earned a degree in 
Bachelor of Science in Psycholo- 


A 

While in college, he helped found 
the 30-member Concemed Disabled 
Students (Codes) to put into the 
forefront the interests and issues of 
students with disability. 

Elected vice chair of the student 
council, Bemardo was able to suc- 
cessfully push for the creation of the 
Trinity College's Disabled Enable- 
ment and Empowerment Program 
(Deep) in 1994 that eared for the 
school recognition as the First Dis- 
abled Friendly School in the county, 

The program introduced 
makeover in the curriculum and 


physical environment to suit the 
needs of disabled—like the con- 
struction of. ramp all over the 
campus. When he graduated, he 
was appointed its coordinator. 


Helping others 

“When L ran in the student coun- 
cil, Iwas taunted that a disabled per- 
son like me must not occupy a posi- 
tion. More so, when 1 courted my 
wife Marissa, people asked me how! 
could possibly defend and provide 
forher”he says. 

‘At present, Bernardo is the direc- 
tor of the Research and Develop- 
ment, Marketing and Promotions of 
Mabini Colleges here while at the 
‘same time teaching accountancy. 

Bemardo's impressive educa- 
tional background shows that phys- 
ically impaired individuals are ca- 
pable of achieving personal and so- 
cial goals like any normal person. 


Citations 

His citations include Recogni- 
tion Award for Student Leadership 
(2002) from the Asian Institute of 
Management (AIM), Diane and 
Howard Cook Award for Leader- 
ship Excellence (2000) from Uni- 
versity of Sydney and Student 
Leadership Excellence Award 
(1998) from Trinity College. 

Upon completing his AB course, 
he was granted scholarships at 
AIM, University of Sydney and his 
alma mater, earning him master’s 
degrees in development manage- 
ment, human resource manage- 
ment and industrial relations. 

“Looking back, I realized that 
experience taught me a valuable 
lesson in life, which is, to be re- 
silient and persistent in some- 
thing you believed in,” he says. 
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mA: 
NBI summons local head of forex fi 


ByTina G. Santos 


“We will treat [each case] as 
an individual complaint, a sepa- 
rate transaction,” he said. 

The PIPC case first came to 
light when Tuason wrote the 
NBI on July 19, seeking help 
from the Interpol in tracing the 
whereabouts of Liew, the owner 
of the PIPC in the British Virgin 
Islands (Performance Invest- 
ment, BVI) 

Liew is also the president of 
PIPC, the local subsidiary of Per- 
formance Investment, BVI. 

Inher letter, Tuason said Liew 
had “unlawfully taken the mon- 
ey” of Performance Investment 
“to the grave prejudice of its in- 
vestors,” including herself. 

Earlier last week, the firms’ 
investors were told that Liew 
had absconded with their mon- 
ey and that the bank accounts 
which held their investments 
had been emptied and closed. 

Some investors who came to 
the NBI, however, believe that 
Tuason was also liable because 
she was the firm's local incorpo- 
rator and that she herself had 
recruited others to invest in the 
PIPC. 


An investor, who refused to 
be named, said that the website 
and text message were created 
by Tuason to pacify irate in- 
vestors. 

“There is a scheduled 


vestors’ meeting at their Makati 
office on Thursday [today] but 
Tm not certain if the gathering 
will push through after the scam 
was exposed,” said another in- 
vestor, a businessman in his 30s. 


‘THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF IN- 
vestigation has summoned one of 
the Filipino incorporators of the 
Performance Investment Prod- 
ucts Corp. (PIPC), a foreign ex- 
change trading firm whose Singa- 
porean owner has disappeared 
with at least $250 million of in- 
vestors’ money. 

Oscar Embido, assistant re- 
gional director and chief of the 
NBI antiorganized crime divi- 
sion, said a subpoena had been 
issued on Tuesday to Cristina 
Gonzalez-Tuason, the Filipino 
general manager of PIPC. 
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Class suit 

“We want to confront her re: 
garding the allegations of sever- 
al investors that she was the one 
who entertained, enticed and 
encouraged them to invest mon- 
ey in the company,” Embido told 
reporters. 

He said the subpoena was 
sent to the PIPC office at 
Citibank Towers in Makati. He 
expects Tuason to appear before 
the NBI on July 31. 

“But it’s also possible that she 
will just send her lawyer,” Em- 
bido said. 

Meanwhile, the group of in- 
vestors that was expected to file 
yesterday a class suit against the 
incorporators of the firm, partic- 
ularly Tuason and Michael H.K. 
Liew, the Singaporean owner of 
PIPG, have decided to postpone 
the filing. 
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Text message 

Meanwhile, a text message 
which reportedly came from Tu- 
ason has been circulating 
among investors. It read: 

“Hi , PIPC has just 
engaged the services of Ferrier 
Hodgson Limited an interna 
tional forensics agency who spe- 
cializes in forensic accounting, 
financial investigation and 
fraud services to locate Michael BALLPEN 
Liew, our funds and see if there a 
is enough grounds to pursue [4 Sts a : = 4 
ABN Amro. You can check their PH: M 
website www.fh.com.hk. They 
will be presenting to clients on 
‘Thursday, I will text you the de- 
tails of the meeting. The man- 
agement has also put up a web- 
site to address matters of this 
situation. Try to log on at 
wwwfindmichaelliew.com” 

‘The Dutch-based ABN Amro 
was one of the foreign banks in 
which PIPC investors main- 
tained accounts to which PIPC 
remitted their profits and divi- 
dends. 


Interpol’s help 

Lawyer John John Felipe, 
counsel for at least five PIPC in- 
vestors who intended to file 
“large-scale syndicated estafa 
against Tuason and Liew, said 
they were still talking with oth- 
er investors and putting togeth- 
er the necessary documents. 

Embido explained that a com- 
plaint from only five people can- 
not be considered a class suit. 

“There has to be at least 50 
complainants for it to be called a 
glass suit. But through media, 
‘other victims may be enticed to 
come out in the open and file 
charges,” he said. 


Security Bank asks SC 
to reject PCGG appeal 


‘THE SECURITY BANK AND TRUST COMPANY 
has asked the Sandiganbayan to reject the gov- 
emment’ appeal on an earlier ruling junking its 
bid to recover some P220 million in suspected 
Marcos deposits supposedly held by the bank. 

‘The bank maintained that the Presidential 
‘Commission on Good Government can no 
longer question the validity of its documentary 
evidence since its own counsel had confirmed 
the “genuineness and existence” of audit re- 
ports of the Marcos deposits. 

SBTC attorneys Crispino Reyes and Joel Ray- 
mond Ayson referred to the late lawyer Tomas 
Evangelista, who allegedly admitted the au- 
thenticity of the audit report showing that the 
remittance of the P220 million were “spurious.” 
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were in the custody and possession of PCGG 
since 1986,” they said in a 13-page opposition 
dated July 20. Jocelyn R. Uy 
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0: THE ISSUE OF POLITICAL KILLINGS, THE 


monstrous blight that disfigures the record of the 
Arroyo administration, this year’s State of the Na- 
tion Address was a marked improvement over the last 
one. It is a measure of the credibility deficit that haunts 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, however, that she finds her 
policy statements on the killings ignored or second- 
guessed. 
EDITORIAL She did, in fact, say some of the 
right things. She called on Congress 
to pass “laws reserving the harshest penalties for the 
rogue elements in the uniformed services who betray 
public trust and bring shame to the greater number of 
their colleagues who are patriotic.” She also gave march- 
ing orders that were half plaintive and half resolute: “We 
must wipe this stain from our democratic record.” 

‘The President did not only say some of the right things; 
she also did not say the wrong things. Unlike last year’s 
address, she did not undermine her own message by 
praising the military officer accused of “inspiring” many 
of the Killings. Instead, she acknowledged, at long last, 
that “rogue elements” in the military and the police may 
be behind the killings (and the politically motivated dis- 
appearances, too). 

‘This is a conviction that many members of the uni- 
formed services hold, too, albeit in silence; they feel, 
more than most, the opprobrium, the shame, that the 
ordinary soldiers or policemen “who are patriotic” en- 
dure. 

‘And yet, despite all this, the President has run into re- 
sistance—not the militant resistance of the Left-wing 
groups, for instance, who mistakenly boycotted the hear- 
ings of the Melo Commission because of the fact-finding 
body’s provenance, but the thoroughgoing skepticism, or 
the outright lack of belief even, that unorganized citizens 
have expressed toward her new policies. 

‘This unwelcome reception can be summed up easily 
enough: It is not enough to say the right things; the Presi- 
dent must do the right things. 

Consider the many recommendations tendered by the 
“national consultative summit” on the killings and the 
disappearances organized by the Supreme Court. Indeed, 
consider the summit itself. It did not merit a single men- 
tion in the Sona. Certainly, the presence of the Chief Jus- 
tice, Reynato Puno, was acknowledged by a beaming 
President. And certainly, a proposal of the executive that 
was immediately acted upon by the judiciary, the creation 
of “special courts,” was given specific mention. But the 
summit itself—nada. The recommendations of the sum- 
mit—not a word. 

As a result, the President's proposals to stem the tide of 
political killings and politically motivated disappear- 
ances look like so much buck-passing. The summit had 
appealed to the President to put a stop to the killings and 
the disappearances; instead, she called on Congress to 
pass laws that will “transform state response to political 
violence.” 

Certainly, some enabling legislation is necessary—to 
define the parameters of command responsibility, for in- 
stance, or to determine the limits of “access orders” to 
military facilities. But legislation alone is not the answer. 
The Supreme Court’s enlightened intervention, for exam- 
ple, through the revision of the rules of court or of evi- 
dence, is not the sole answer either. The executive must 
doits part. 

‘The President called on Congress to enact a law pro- 
tecting witnesses “from law breakers and law en- 
forcers.” But she did not promise to fight for a much 
bigger budget for the Witness Protection Program. 
Such a promise would have been both a statement and 
a call to action. 

She called on Congress to impose “harsher penalties” 
on perpetrators of political violence. But what can be 
harsher than reclusion perpetua, which is already provid- 
ed for in murder cases? Instead, she could have an- 
nounced a stricter implementation of existing provisions 
on command responsibility in the military. The police 
have a three-strike policy on the illegal numbers game 
jueteng. She could have announced a similar policy for, 
say, division commanders. Such an announcement would 
have been both a statement and a call to arms. 

As itis, all the right things the President said reinforced 
the perception that, on the issue of the killings, the ad- 
ministration is still largely in denial. 
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THERE'S BEEN A GLUT OF POLITICAL CRIT- 
ics for the President's seventh—and all six be- 
fore—State of the Nation Address. OK. That 
comes with the turf. But need Sonas gloss over 
less “sexy” but more vital issues? 

Like what? Like our limping in, at the tailend, 
of a medical tourism surge that, in Asia alone, 
could generate up to $4.4 billion by 2012. 

Tn "Patients Without Borders,” Josef Wood- 
man estimates that more than 150,000 North 
‘Americans and Europeans now seek world- 
class medical treatment in Thailand, Singa- 
pore, India, Israel ata fraction of the cost while 
“being pampered like VIPs. Sheiks and princes 
congregate in the Platinum Lounge of Apollo's 
Delhi hospital.” 

‘Consider Bangkok’s Bumrungrad Hospital, 
just off Sukhumvit Street. Itis ranked one of the 
‘world’s top 10 “Medical Meceas.” The medical 
staff is world-class. And so is equipment. Walk- 
in patients can see a specialist in 17 minutes on 
average. That says something to Filipinos who 
cool heels, even in private hospitals, for hours. 
Last year, Bumrungrad treated 400,000 foreign 
patients from more than 150 countries, for ev- 
erything, from heart disease, hip replacements 
to implants for those partial to perky boobs. 

Here, hospitals, like St. Luke's, have world- 
class doctors. But “medical tourism” so far is 
mainly limited to skin and weight problems, 
ophthalmology and dental service. Other 
countries “have a formidable headstart,” ad- 
mits a study by Aurora Geotina Garcia and 
Camille Alessandra Besigna. Executive Order 
372 launched a program only last year. 

Limousines pick up Bumrungrad patients at 
the airport. And check-in gives Waldorf Astoria 
a run for its money. Cheerful smiling staff en- 
sure red-carpet treatment all the way, from 
fruits in your room to operating theater, recov- 
ery room, follow up to spa treatment—gnd 
tours to Phuket and Chiang Mai. “We deliver 
the one thing that people want in health care 
but don’t expect to get—service,” says Ruben 
Toral, Bumrungrad marketing director. 


IN THE MOMENTS THAT I MANAGED TO 
stay awake last Monday afternoon, I thought I 
was listening to Ferdinand Marcos delivering 
his own Sona all over again. That was so for 
several reasons. 

One was that this was the most number of 
Sonas by any Filipino head of state since Mar- 
cos. This was Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's sev- 
enth. Cory had only six, Fidel Ramos had only 
six, and Joseph Estrada had only three. All of 
the above were universally recognized as the 
legitimate president of the Philippines. GMA, 
like Marcos at least during martial law, isnot. 

“Two was the conscription of national and lo- 
cal allies, their wives and/or husbands locked 
in a giddying contest of finery and bauble, ap- 
plauding on cue. The TV reporters would re- 
port afterward that this was the most applaud- 
ed of GMA's Sonas. That did not mean this was 
her most interesting or inspiring speech, that 
meant her audience was the most ingratiating 
and obsequious crew ever dragged to the 
Batasan since Marcos. The speech, in fact, 
might be described as a relentless sleep-induc- 
er relieved by quite literally rousing applause. 

‘Three was the litany of facts and figures. That 
was how Marcos’ speeches were too then. They 
were a recitation of the presumed economic 
and/or livelihood accomplishments of martial 
Jaw, from the KKK and Masagana 99 to the ports 
and export processing zones. The only difference 
was that Marcos at least began his speeches with 
bombast and grand gesture, specifically with 
karate chops to suggest forcefulness and resolve, 
before sounding like the Fookien Times Year- 
book. GMA went straight to the tedium. She's at 
least consistent there: She doesn't go for rah-r@h 
speeches, she goes for ro-ro speeches. 

Four, Marcos labored from two humongous 
problems, quite apart from the one about his le- 
Zitimacy, and those were corruption and repres- 
sion. The issue of corruption came to the fore 
specifically after Ricardo Manapat came out 
with “Some Are Smarter Than Others,” though 
that was originally anonymous and distributed 
only by Xerox. The repression was patent. 
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‘The clincher: world-class medicine at devel- 
oping-world prices. This is a magnet for people 
who lack medical insurance, from countries 
where health care costs have gone into orbit. All 
India Institute in Delhi, Sourasky Medical Center 
in Tel Aviv and Fyodorov Clinics in Russia are 
among those moving aggressively into this field. 

A $50,000 angioplasty in the United States 
will cost less than $6,000 in Mohali, India, re- 
ports Ann Tatko-Peterson of San Jose Mercury 
News. An Achilles heel tendon procedure, billed 
for $20,000 in California, is performed for $720 
in Vancouver. Two of my wife's sisters flew in 
from New York to have dental work done here. 
‘The total spent covered their dental bills, airfare 
plus vacation tours and pasalubong. 

“Canadians and Britons, frustrated with 
long waits because of nationalized health care 
plans, have used medical travel to have proce- 
dures done sooner,” writes Joe Cochrane of 
Newsweek. “Asians have long traveled to coun- 
tries within their region to reduce medical 
costs... Americans spent 16 percent of GDP on 
health care last year. As medical costs skyrBck- 
et, the idea of going abroad to get healthy is be- 
coming more attractive.” 

In a 30-country study, it comes down to spi- 
raling costs of health care. In 2002, the United 
States spent $5,267 per capita for doctors’ vis- 
its, hospitalization and prescription medicine 
“That was almost $2,000 per capita more than 
‘Switzerland, the second-highest country” in 
the study. 

Medical tourism used to be an exotic narrow 
field, limited to plastic surgeons catering to af- 
fluent patients eager to have wrinkles creased. 


Lying in state 
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Conrado 
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‘Today, GMA labors from two humongous 
problems, quite apart from the one about her le- 
gitimacy, and those are corruption and the 
Killings. The issue of corruption came to the fore 
specifically after the Hong Kong-based Political 
and Economic Risk Consultancy ranked the 
Philippines in March this year the most corrupt 
country in Asia. The killing of journalists and 
political activists, already a source of alarm for 
the international media and human rights com- 
munities, took on epic proportions with the ab- 
duction and disappearance of Jonas Burgos. 

‘Then Marcos ignored the issues of theft and 
mayhem in his Sona. Now GMA ignores the is- 
sues of theft and mayhem in her Sona. 

Five, one jeepney passenger would react 
lividly to GMA's Sona in this wise: “Sona ni 
GMA? Pawang kasinungalingan! (GMA's Sona? 
Thar’s all lies!)” There's something to be said 
for that, of course. But then and now, the sen- 
sation I got was more than that the Sona I was 
hearing was a pack of lies, it was that it super- 
imposed a new reality on the one the public 
perceived. Sonas are always given to lies and 
exaggerations: Cory's was, Ramos’ was, Erap's 
was. The difference between their Sonas and 
GMA and Marcos’ was the first had had some 
resemblance to reality, the second, for all their 
apparent dedication to nuts and bolts, had 
none. GMA got it last year: she was trotting out 
an Enchanted Kingdom. Many though would 
strenuously dispute the word “enchanted.” 

Six, GMA would say, “Pd rather be right than 
popular” I do not recall that Marcos went to 
the extent of conceding he was not popular. 
What I recall was that he (and Imelda) claimed 
to continue to be a hit with the “silent majori- 


‘Today, it sweeps in more necessary medical 
procedures and bridges a gap for uninsured 
and underinsured. 

“This practice has been going on in other 
countries for years," note tourism analysts. 
“Companies are discovering that sending an 
employee abroad for medical care can save 80 
percent of the costs.” 

New forms of medical tourism are emerg- 
ing. Blue Cross Blue Shield Association in- 
cludes Wockhardt Hospitals in India in its 
worldwide network of participating hospitals 
In Florida, United Group Programs, which 
caters to self-insured companies, offers options 
for medical care at Bumrungrad. 

This is about big-bucks industry cum service. 
Share prices of Bumrungrad Hospital quadru- 
pled in the last two years even as it built an 18- 
story outpatient center. That will double the 
hospital's capacity to 6,000 outpatients per day. 

‘Similar high-end hospitals are emerging in 
Chiang Mai, 

“Why isn’t this happening in the Philip- 
pines?” asks United Nations forester Patrick 
Durst, stationed in the Food and Agriculture 
Regional Office in Bangkok. “What's the prob- 
Jem? The country has the doctors, nurses, 
medical technicians. If given half a chance for 
decent jobs in the country, they'd not migrate.” 

“Even more basic, it has plenty of English 
speakers,” notes Durst, who is married to a Bo- 
holana. “People have gentle and caring atti- 
tudes, plenty of smiles. The country has superb 
beaches, like Boracay and Panglao, and other 
tourist attractions to go to, after treatment. 

“Are there policy constraints? Lack of incen- 
tives? Lack of vision? Lack of investors? Beats 
me ... I would have thought this is a natural for 
the Philippines. But the country is being out- 
performed by others. Somebody should be ask- 
ing why.” 

Sorry. But nobody asks impolitic questions 
at State-of-the-Nation drills. 


E-mail: juanlmercado@gmail.com 


ty,” Cory being a hit only with the “cantanker- 
ous minority.” But Marcos did keep suggesting 
then, too, that ruling was not a popularity con- 
test. 

True ruling is not a popularity contest, but it 
is not an unpopularity contest either. GMA and 
Marcos were/are not just not popular, they are 
horrendously unpopular. In GMA's case as seen 
in the near-total rejection of her candidates 
last May. I know no ruler will always please the 
people with her policies, but I know as well 
that no ruler can ever rule, let alone bring 
about prosperity, when he or she is constantly 
at cross-purposes with the people. 

Which raises the question: If you would 
rather be right than popular, who determines 
‘what is right? Last I looked, in a democracy it 
was the people who determined what was 
right—not least who should be their president. 
Last Llooked, in a democracy it was the leader 
‘who followed the will of the people and not the 
people who obeyed the whim of their presi- 
dent—even a real one. But then and now, you 
wondered if you were looking at a democracy. 

Seventh, GMA would tell her audience that 
she would not stand in the way of anyone's 
presidential ambitions but would not stand 
idly by if they went against the national vision. 
Manny Villar and several presidential wanna- 
bes would take exception to that, saying the 
latter soiinded like a threat. It was, the ques- 
tion as indicated above being whether she 
could differentiate national vision from per- 
sonal delusion. Villar and others would warn 
that GMA did not make clear whether she 
would go after 2010 or not. 

“That was the part that did not remind me of 
Marcos. Marcos at least you could pin down to 
his word, which was why he kept refusing to 
say categorically, as Edgar Jopson and others 
demanded, that he would leave after 1973, 
GMA, well, I did write a couple of months ago 
that if you demand that she categorically says 
she would leave after 2010, she can always say, 
“Tl sign the paper, in triplicate if you want.” 

‘And you're no better off than before. 


THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2007 


UK may extend detention sans ch 


TT WAS CLEAR FROM PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL- 
‘Arroyo's State of the Nation Address that com- 
pleting the country’s infrastructure program by 
2010 is the legacy she wants to leave behind. This 
has prompted her critics and Fitch global credit 
agency to ask how the administration would raise 
the money for the ambitious P1.227 trillion bud- 
get for 2008, up from 2006's P1.126 trillion bud- 
get, given that this year’s budget deficit target 
may not even be met. 

Recall that Finance Secretary Margarito Teves 
had recommended the firing of Revenue Commis- 
sioner Jose Mario Bufiag due to the shortfall in the 
BIR’ collection. Last May, it fell short by P26 billion 
and by the end of last June by P38.6 billion—which 
‘makes it dificult to achieve the P63 billion target 
deficit for the whole year. Teves explained that 
meeting revenue targets was imperative since the 
‘administration is committed to not raising new tax- 
es in the near future, While selling government as- 
sets helps, it can't go on indefinitely Ít still has to re- 
lyon increased revenue collection. 

Administration sources, however, are confident 
that GMAS ambitious infrastructure program can be 
financed through a combination of build-operate- 
transfer schemes from the private sector, official de- 
velopment assistance (ODA) from bilateral sources, 
the steady influx of foreign investments and about 
300 billion from state-owned corporations. For in- 
stance, it was noted that while the privatization of 
‘Transco could bring in from $2 billion to $4 billion, 
the new owners need to sink in more funds to mod- 
emnize it. ce 

When we went to London earlier this 
month, Britain was agog over the attempt by 
two men to ram a jeep loaded with highly e 
plosive materials into the gate of Glasgow air- 
port, Scotland's second-largest city. The men, 
who were said to be high on drugs and badly 
burned, were Middle Eastern in origin and had 
‘worked as doctors in the Royal Alexandra Hos- 
pital in Glasgow. Police said they didn’t have a 
“Plan B” and looked like they were just waiting 
to be blown up. That same day, London police 
discovered two cars loaded with explosives 
and highly flammable materials outside a pub 
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and in a parking lot. The preemption of what 
would have been deadly attacks in two sepa- 
rate cities and the quick investigation of those 
involved drew praises. The law enforcers 
doubtless were on alert as it was the eve of the 
second anniversary of the July 7, 2005 bomb- 
ings in the London subways, which killed 55 
people and wounded hundreds of others. 

‘Two things stood out in the recent bombing at- 
tempts: They were carried out by foreigners 
working with Britain's health care system. (A 
cousin of the Glasgow bomber was arrested at 
Brisbane Airport in Australia while en route to In- 
dia but was later released on bail due to lack of 
evidence.) The cars used in the failed bombings 
‘were two Mercedes-Benzes and a Jeep Cherokee, 
not the usual rundown vehicles. The UK popula- 
tion was shocked that doctors, who seemed to 
hold profitable jobs and have a rosy future ahead 
of them, and had trained for a long time to save 
lives could be recruited to undertake fanatical 
suicide missions. But then, as one writer noted, 
‘Mohammad Atta, the man behind the Sept. 11, 
2001 destruction of the World Trade Center in 
New York, was an architect. Britain's immigration 
policies are now being reviewed. 

The foiled car bombings in the UK recalled the 
bombings in Madrid, Spain in 2004 which killed 
scores of people. it has been said that in 2006 alone, 
some 260 Islamic terrorist suspects had been arrest 
ed in various European countries in terror-related ac- 
tivities, while others were apprehended for terrorist 
financing, facilitation and “spreading propaganda.” 
‘The recent events have prompted Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown's new chief of security, Adm. Sir Alan 
West, to warn that terrorism could be around for at 


the UK and pointed out that more than 100 suspects 
await tial in 40 terroristrelated cases. She also 
wamed of “an imminent chemical or biological 
bomb attack” 

As I wrote the other day, all these develop- 
ments have not affected the Britons many of 
whom had been used to far more stressful exis- 
tence at the height of the Irish Republican 
Army's attacks in the 1990s. (A ceasefire be- 
tween the UK government and the IRA has been 
miraculously holding up since 1997, giving 
hope to many other places where dissidence is 
going on, such as RP and Spain.) But British po- 
lice agencies have also been clamoring for 
more teeth in the antiterror laws. Very recently, 
Brown met with the Association of Chiefs of Po- 
lice Officials and listened as the latter pleaded 
for an extension of the 28-day period for de- 
taining terrorist suspects without charges. Un- 
der earlier British law, this was allowed for 14 
days, but in the aftermath of the 2005 London 
bombings and terrorism attempts on outbound 
planes, former Prime Minister Tony Blair asked 
the House of Commons to extend the period of 
detention without charge to 90 days. That 
chamber turned him down and finally compro- 
mised on 28 days. But now the police chiefs are 
demanding 90 days. It has been reported that 
Parliament and Brown might agree on 45 days. 
In the raging debates in the UK, human rights 
advocates sternly warn not to sacrifice hard- 
won freedoms in the guise of protecting the 
“common weal,” but the British public is said to 
be receptive to extension. 

Interestingly, while the world’s oldest parlia- 
ment may change the 28 days detention without 
‘charge to 45 days detention, our homegrown left- 
ists are tearing their hair over the three days de- 
tention without charge allowed by the Human 
Security Act, and have asked the Supreme Court 
to declare it unconstitutional. 


A clean, well-lighted place 


(ON JUNE 30, 1992 (THAT WAS 15 YEARS AGO), 
just before the new president, Fidel Ramos, was 
to be sworn in, I was somewhere in Santa Cruz, 
waiting for our photographer. I was in a rush to 
finish an assignment so I could be home to watch 
the swearing in on TV. 

was doing a magazine story, and I forget now 
what it was. But what turned out to be unforget- 
table was my encounter with a family of soon-to- 
be-seven that lived in two pushearts. 

‘The mother's name was Evangelina Gamutan. 
She was 34 but looked 54. She was ngo-ngo (with 
a cleft palate) and was heavy with her fifth child. 
Her children were aged 3 to 13. The eldest looked 
like she was 6 and had only been to Grade 1. Her 
husband scavenged for used bottles and some- 
times begged for alms. 

If Evangelina is still alive, she should be 49 by 
now and with, maybe, 10 children. When I asked 
her then where she was going to give birth she an- 
swered, “Ung a-an abu-in.” Kung saan abutin or 
wherever. 

Soon they were going to be seven in all. The 
two wooden carts would have become too small 
for the growing brood 

was struck by the things Evangelina had in her 
mobile home. She had a dish rack, a rusty thermos 
bottle, a dirty teddy bear, a broom—just like what 
you'd find in any home. You bet she didn't know 
there was a new guy up there and newly sworn-in 
lawmakers and government officials as well 

This scene was swimming in my head as I was 
watching President Macapagal-Arroyo deliver her 
seventh State of the Nation Address (Sona) last 
Monday. I noted down a pair of words she empha- 
sized: “dunong” and "kalusugan." Knowledge and 
health as keys toa person’s becoming and the basic 
driving forces of a community's progress. For how 
to move forward if one is not equipped with the 
‘mental know-how and does not have the physical 
strength to do what needs to be done? 

So easy to say, it almost sounds cliché. But it is 
obvious, if not glaring, that these two—dunong at 
kalusugan—are sorely what the majority of Fil- 
ipinos are pining for. Raw knowledge and talent 


THE OTHER DAY, I WAS ASKED ON TWINK 
Macaraig's ANC show for my views on the State of 
the Nation Address. Pd like to elaborate on what, 
to my mind, is a more productive approach to 
evaluating the Sona, 

It begins with approaching the Sona as a speech 
aimed at three different audiences. It is an appeal to 
the faithful, to a leaders supporters, allies and 
friends, It can serve as a warning or a means to offer 
an olive branch to a leader's critics or enemies. And it 
provides the means to reach out, engage and mobi- 
lize the public-atlarge, whether foreign or domestic. 

Listening to, watching, or reading, the Sona al- 
so reveal how a president views the office he or 
she holds: both in ternis of priorities and how the 
president allocates time and spends not only pub- 
lic funds, but political capital. 

‘The nature of the office (formalities aside, a 
presidents first and foremost, head of the collec- 
five family that is the nation, so to speak) means 
most presidents can seize on the Sona as a means 
of overcoming congressional opposition to re- 
form. After all, the legislature tends to be manned 
by the most conservative elements of our society, 
who represent parochial concerns. 

As an official, then, a president has a larger 
constituency than anyone except members of the 
Senate, but unlike senators, a president has a 
constitutionally ordained opportunity, each year, 
toset the national agenda. 

Setting that agenda, however, requires more 
than mere possession of office. It requires legiti- 
macy, which harmonizes an individual's identity 
and the position he holds in the national hierar- 
chy; it requires attention, which the occasion of a 
‘Sona virtually guarantees; but it also depends on 
a presidents ability to hold the attention of 
his/her audience, and that requires the ability to 
communicate in a credible manner. 

Obviously fora large chunk ofthe population at 
least, President Macapagal-Arroyo is handicapped 
in this regard. In which case, instead of the radi- 
tionally ourward-looking nature of the presidency, 
she has cultivated an essentially inward-looking 
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we have plenty of, for we are indeed a gifted race, 
but to hone these and translate these into 
progress and a better life is another story. 

While I tend to agree with the research-based 
generalization that Filipinos are among the hap- 
piest in this world, I would probably give credit to 
our genes and hormonal make-up rather than to 
the state of affairs in our surroundings. Yes, we 
have fewer suicides compared with the more af- 
fluent nations, but it is because being long-suffer- 
ing has become a way of life 

‘And speaking of suicides, the day the President 
was delivering her Sona a desperate man was 
again high up there on one of the billboards from 
hell, about to call it quits because he had lost his 
job as kaminero (street sweeper), his wife with 
their child in tow, everything that gave meaning 
to his life. MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando's assur- 
ance that he would have his job back gave the 
man reason to live. That was all it took to give him 
hope for the moment. 

Psychologist Abraham Maslow’s “Hierarchy of 
Needs” which is very much part of his theory of 
personality has long been proven to be very basic. 
Unlike Freud who delves deep into that dark 
ocean called the unconscious, Maslow is more of 
a humanist who focuses on the potentials of per- 
sons, their search for higher wisdom, understand- 
ing, creativity. Therefore, if the environment is 
right, persons, people, communities could be- 
come actualized, fully grown, happy. That is easi- 
er said than done, of course. 

Here is the summary of Maslow’s “Hierarchy of 
Needs” which could be represented by a triangle: 
(1) physiological needs, (2) safety needs, (3) 
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presidency. Since she can neither communicate 
‘with a hostile public nor summon anything much 
more than a grudging tolerance from much of it, 
the next best thing is to carefully nurture those 
who matter most. If most presidents spoke to the 
larger audience outside the session hall of the 
House, this President speaks first and foremost to 
her captive audience inside Congress 

If one adopts the language of art, hers is the 
pointillist approach. Her long catalogue of public 
‘works projects isa multitude of colored dots that, 
put together, forms a political picture favorable to 
her Itis also the style of painting, politically, most 
comfortable to her, though not what former presi- 
dents like Fidel V. Ramos, or many among the 
public, are used to. Our traditional expectations 
Of the presidency is that of an artist painting in 
big, bold strokes on an immense canvas, portray- 
ing a vision of grandeur and ambition. 

"To Ms Arroyo, everything is negotiable, and her 
speech every year is the first gambit in the negoti- 
ating process. Every previous president knew the 
Sona should be accompanied by the submission of 
the proposed national budget. The President has 
studiously ignored this tradition. The result has 
been to debase the ritual, turning it into an empty 
‘exhibition of fashion and rhetoric; the Sona is the 
report, the budget is the substantiation of that re- 
port—one without the other is empry talk. 

‘But perhaps the President has come to appreci- 
ate something I pointed out last March 26 ("Di- 
minished leaders"), which is that “the presidency 
as an institution is much diminished, meaning, 
that our historical expectations of the presidency, 
as well as our traditional assumptions of the pres- 


needs of love, affection and belonging, (4) needs 
for esteem, (5) needs of self actualization. We all 
had to memorize these in Psychology class. 

Iwas thinking along these lines while listening to 
the Sona and the Presidents list of accomplish- 
ments and the sound of feather-fluffing and also 
her plans for her three remaining years in office. 
Which of these needs has her government helped to 
meet dramatically? If surveys are to be believed, 
most Filipinos are still struggling with numbers 1 
and 2. Food, water, the basics to survive. 

‘When will the trickle-down effect be felt? 

All that most people need is “a clean, well- 
lighted place,” to borrow the title of Heming- 
way’s famous but short story. A place to be, to 
stay, to feel safe in, to belong. Clean and well- 
lighted, where the body and spirit can feel free 
and comforted. 

Hemingway's understated story, though set in 
a small café with a time frame of a few hours, is 
about basic yearnings for a safe haven, not just 
for the body but for the spirit as well 

Despair is a major element in the story, per- 
haps a projection of the Nobel Prize winner's own 
search for true meaning and sense of purpose. 

We all yearn for that clean and well-lighted 
place. The truly poor in this country have their lit- 
eral specifications: a home they can call their 
own, clean water, nutritious food, good neigh- 
bors. And don't forget the music. 

I quote what the late St. Christine Tan, RGS, 
whose feast day it was last Tuesday, said many 
years ago, when she took on a leadership posi- 
tion. Leaders hearken. "Today, as we live through 
helplessness and national suffering, 1 hold the 
key to many lives. Each step I make could build or 
destroy, contribute to truth or to sham. Perhaps 
the world will be better because I was born. But 
while every fiber of my being is immersed in this 
frenzy of service and passion, deep in my core, 
nothing matters except that on the day of reckon- 
ing, the One for whom I lived my live in strug- 
gling purity, will see my face ... and recognize it.” 
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dent's influence, no longer apply” 

Lawyer Edwin Lacierda, in his blog on Sona 
protocol, pointed out that the Sona is a ritual of 
the state. itis rich in symbolism, but it requires an 
appreciation of what is being symbolized, for the 
ritual to have an effect. He observed: “Symboli- 
cally, the disorganized hustle and bustle of the 
solons before and while the President [was] en- 
tering reflects the lack of formal and substantive 
order in the business of government. The market- 
place ambience symbolically reflects the lack of 
respect for the President. And no matter how one 
detests this incumbent President, the solons, 
‘whether administration or opposition, must lean 
to honor the office of the president, never mind 
the holder. In august halls like the Batasan and in 
formal gatherings like the Sona, swords are 
sheathed and left at the door” I agree. 

‘And here, I think, lies a fundamental problem 
which explains why the past few years and the 
many debates—on legitimacy, Charter change, 
human rights—have produced so much heat and 
so little light. 

Rep. Teodoro Locsin Jr. was right when he said, 
two years ago, that in the first impeachment effort, 
the opposition was more interested in “manufac- 
turing a People Power moment” than in the actual 
impeachment process. The second impeachment 
effort was better managed, but it failed because 
the administration majority had been tricked. Ea- 
ger, at the onset of the 13th Congress, to put the 
Political cart ahead of the constitutional horse, the 
opposition was bamboozled by the majority into 
approving rules that made a House examination of 
the charges, based on evidence, practically impos- 
sible—even the second time around. 

The same applies to the majorities in both 
houses of Congress, ignorant of the rules, defiant 
of tradition, obvious signs of incompetence and 
laziness. And the public sees it. 

The great lesson here is that the public, to my 
mind, is ahead of the leadership in demanding that 
the era of short cuts come to an end. And that insis- 
{gpce applies ro ali sides of the politica] divide. 


On the same street 


A POLICE OFFICER FOR A FATHER AND A MILITANT AG- 
tivist for a daughter, "What a great irony!” people would of- 
ten remark about us, Most people probably think the only 
thing we have in common is our DNA make-up. However, we 
have an unusual bond that is far stronger than any blood re- 
lationship: our principles. 

Daddy has always been simple, silent and serious. He has 
the looks and bearing 
of a military officer: 
clean haircut, snappy 
posture, no vices, 
and cordial conduct. 
He is a bit antisocial, 
but remains civil with 
everyone, including 
those he despises. He 
prefers to read the 
newspapers or watch 
the news while sip- 
ping his coffee to chatting with the neighbors, He has never 
been inordinately conscious about being an officer of the law 
and never has he bragged about his position. 

His idea of fun is limited to family celebrations and play 
time for him is almost non-existent. When we were young, 
our mantra was “study, study and study" On school days, the 
TV set would be locked in the closet and we only got to watch 
it from Friday night to Saturday night. He insisted that we 
take our studies seriously. 

Most of his expectations were impossible. But I never took 
itagainst him. After all, we did not have to plow the field and 
we never had to swim rivers or walk barefoot for several kilo- 
meters to go to school, with only a banana or camote for 
snacks. Which was what he did in his youth. 

Who can blame Daddy? He was a poor farmer’s son who 
had to work his way through college, taking janitorial jobs. 
He graduated cum laude from law school and became an of- 
ficer in the Philippine National Police. And he would never 
let us forget about it, saying: “Ako, anak lang ng magsasaka, 
nakatapos ako. Kayo, anak kayo ng opisyal, dapat mas 
malayo marating nyo (1 was a farmer's son, and yet 1 was able 
to finish college. You are children of a police officer, so you 
should be even more successful).” 

Despite his meager salary, he enrolled us in a small-town 
private school. He called it a very good investment. “It 
doesn't matter if we would be reduced to licking salt, as long 
as you have a good education,” he told us. “That is the only 
thing I can leave you, so you better study hard.” 

1 bled from his cruel words whenever I fell short of his ex- 
pectations, but always knew he had the best intentions so T 
did my best to excel in my academics. 

‘Another treasure that Daddy passed on to us, which is 
much more priceless than our education, is integrity. At a time 
when the credibility of the AFP and PNP has been tarnished by 
so many cases of ill-gotten wealth, graft and corruption, orga- 
nized crime, human rights violations, and electoral fraud, 
Daddy was one of the few good men who withstood the temp- 
tations of greed and power. While many generals have their 
mansions, we continue to live in our small bungalow. While 
many of his colleagues drove SUVs and kept several cars in the 
garage, Dad who spent 32 years in the service, only used a 
worn-out, assembled jeep of the kind that you see in old Fil- 
ipino movies. It was only after his retirement, when he got his 
benefits, that he was able to buy his first brand-new vehicle. 

During hard times, we were fed like we were in a military 
barracks, with food being measured and distributed equally 
among us. There were times when my brothers and I had to 
settle for soy sauce and calamansi with rice because we were 
still hungry. I learned to drink six cups of coffee a day to paci- 
fy my grumbling tummy. Most of our books and uniforms 
were hand-me-downs. In college, I would sometimes eat 
fishball, or banana cue, or taho for lunch because my food al- 
lowance went into photocopying our lessons. 

1 often wondered why we were so impoverished while 
some of the kids I knew and whose fathers were lower- 
ranked police officers enjoyed affluent lifestyles. Dad never 
took home anything grand—just packs of bukayo and small 
jars of belekoy. They were pasalubong from his subordinates 
returning from vacation in the provinces. My Dad said he did 
not want to feed us with dirty money. We may be poor but we 
would keep our dignity intact. He was afraid of karma. 

‘At 19, I came to understand what he had been saying when 
1 joined the militant group Anakbayan. Although we had 
somewhat conflicing ideologies, he never stopped me from 
pursuing my crusade of serving the people in a framework dif- 
ferent from his. Up to now, he does not have anything against 
the movement. He recognizes the truths in our advocacies. 
He, himself, has experienced injustice and witnessed irregu- 
larities in the armed services and the government. 

We would often discuss politics, and dispassionate de- 
bates became a normal happening at home, But our ideas 
clashed, and during rallies, we became foes. 

T remember one strike at Manila Hotel in 2000, where I 
joined the picket line of the oppressed workers together with 
other activists. He stayed behind the police unit where he 
acted as one of the ground commanders, while I linked arms 
‘with the protesters. He never told anyone I was among the 
militants, not even the cops who would soon use their trun- 
cheons to disperse us. I never pointed to him as my dad ei- 
ther. It was a silent pact between us. We would exchange 
brief looks, then go on with what we had to do. 

‘After every mobilization, he would be relieved to see me 
unharmed. It must have been terribly painful for a parent 
like him to anxiously wait for his child to be home safe and in 
cone piece, while knowing what his colleagues were capable 
of doing to militants like me. 

But despite all of this, he never asked me to abandon the 
‘movement. Unlike other fathers who would ground, threat- 
en, lock up, or beat up their activist kids to stop them from 
pursuing their cause, Dad just let me be. And I wil always be 
grateful to him for that. 

Dad is retired now, while I remain an activist. He has his 
own legacy, and I am proud of him. We both love our country 
and this principle has been the bond that binds us, tran- 
scending age, social roles and family trees. 

Daddy and I stood on opposite sides of the street, and we 
looked like foes in the eyes of many. However, we are on the 
same street. The real adversary is on another. 
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We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Janice Cambri San Jose, 27, is completing her MA thesis at the 
University of the Philippines in Diliman, 
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Math teacher reveals 
how he survived in US 


THIS REFERS TO THE “REQUIEM 
for a teacher,” (Inoumer, 7/19/07) by 
Bayani San Diego Jr. A sad story. Too 
bad, recruiters in the Philippines can't 
tell if the teachers they're recruiting 
are mentally stable to face the day-to- 
day struggle inside the American 
classroom 

‘Teachers coming from the Philip- 
pines may be on top of their craft, but 
here in the United States it's a differ- 
ent story. People here don’t care if you 
graduated on top of your class because 
‘what they look for is how you manage 
your classroom. 

T went through “hell” when I came 
here as a middle school math teacher 
in 1996. The first year (or the first two 
years) is the most crucial because it’s 
like being thrown into a lion's den. I 
was fortunate enough to establish a 


good working relationship with my 
fellow teachers. They looked after me 
even to the point of sitting inside the 
classroom to give me that extra boost 
tohandle difficult students. 

Don't be afraid to talk to your co- 
workers (with or without an ac- 
cent—theyll understand). Family 
‘members are also very important, you 
need someone to talk to at the end of 
the day. A support group in the com- 
munity is important, too, because you 
need to move around during week- 
ends. Picnics or get-togethers on 
weekends take away some worries 
even if only for a day. 

Family, friends, co-teachers and lots 
of prayers helped me survive my first 
year in the United States. 

—EDGARDODACPANO, 
EDacpano@dallasisd.org 


Hubby denies he’s wife-beater, unfaithful 


1 WRITE ON BEHALF OF MY CLIENT, 
Cecil Morella, in connection with Rina 
Jimenez-David’s July 18 column titled 
“One woman's pain.” The column lent 
credence to the allegations made 
against Morella by his estranged wife, 
Cecilia "Boye" Quiambao. 

‘My client categorically denies hav- 
ing been ever violent toward Quiam- 
bao during—and even after—the al- 
most two decades they were together. 
He also denies that he was unfaithful to 
her. Quiambao is lying and using media 
resources in her arsenal to peddle her 
lies, all in an attempt to prevent the fil- 
ing of a Petition for Declaration of Nul- 
lity of their marriage, and an accompa- 
nying petition to wrest custody of their 


child from her, premised on her own vi- 
olent personality and abusive history. 
Morella is eagerly awaiting the criminal 
charges Quiambao has _tiresomely 
threatened to institute against him for 
some time now, but which she has yet 
to actually file. 

For some reason, my client was not 
contacted for his side on the matter 
prior to the publication of David's col- 
umn, despite knowledge that he can 
be reached through “a major wire 
agency.” In the interest of fairness, if 
not the truth, I ask that this letter see 
print the soonest possible time. 

—D. ANISSIA A. SALVADOR, 
counsel for Cecil Morella, 
mynes_salvador@yahoo.com 


How about Musa Dimasidsing? What now? 


WITH THE INCLUSION OF THE MA- 
guindanao votes in the senatorial cognt, 
what will become of the martyrdom of 
Musa Dimasidsing? 

Miguel Zubiri has the gall to call him- 
selfa senator when he has only Comelec 


Chair Benjamin Abalos and Lintang Be- 
dol—not the majority of the people and 
noteven God—to thank for his “victory” 
—DENNIS LADORES, 

80 Cadena de Amor St., 

Pembo, Makati City 
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Ateneo challenged to show patriotism 


CTPL business 
too big for GSIS 


‘THIS REFERS TO THE NEWS ITEM 
“GSIS willing to defend its insurance 
plan in court.” (Inquimen, 7/20/07) I 
strongly oppose the plan to give to the 
Government Service Insurance Sys- 
tem the CTPL (Comprehensive Third- 
Party Liability) business for the follow- 
ing reasons: 

1. A monopoly, as a matter of eco- 
nomics, means bad service for those 
‘who should get the policy. Moreover, 
the GSIS can never match the speed of 
private businesses in issuing policies 
and paying claims. Private enterprise 
is always faster than public service. 

2. The prices of premiums, once in a 
‘monopoly, will go up and no one can 
do anything about it. Such is the na- 
ture of a monopoly. That cannot be de- 
nied. 

3. When one registers his car, one 
would like to leave as quickly as possi- 
ble to attend to his affairs. I can al- 
ready imagine the long lines in the 
“CTPL policy lane” once only the GSIS 
is providing the service. One can ex- 
pect the usual poor service, long hunch 
breaks and grumpy staff always asso- 
ciated with government service. 

4. The GSIS, as the lone CTPL 
provider, will exclusively handle thou- 
sands of claims. The system cannot 
handle the volume, and this will result 
in long lines and poor service for the 
claimants. It’s best that there be free 
competition in this industry. 

agree that fraud should be stopped 
in the CTPL business by enforcing the 
existing laws and requiring the Insur- 
ance Commission to stop “fly by night” 
CTPL insurance firms. However, the 
means employed, such as making the 
GSIS the sole provider of CTPL insur- 
ance, is ineffective and counterpro- 
ductive. 

—ARVI DE VERA, 
rvdevera@yahoo.com 
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CERTAINLY, IT IS NOT HARD TO SHARE 
columnist Beth Celis’ optimism in our national 
team's chances of winning the Fiba-Asia Tour- 
nament (July 28-Aug. 5) in Tokushima, Japan, 
which we need to secure a slot in the 2008 Bei 
jing Olympics; or at least in the event the Chi- 
nese win the tournament, the Philippines end- 
ing up as runner-up—China, as Olympics host, 
is seeded to the Games, hence, the Nationals 
geta ticket to the Olympiad. 

‘After winning the just-concluded Smart 4- 
Nation Manila Invitational Championships and 
placing third at the 29th Jones Cup in Taipei, 
the Philippine quintet, late this month, starts its 
mission of securing a return trip to the Olympics 
after 35 years. The team's coach is Chot Reyes, 
undeniably one of the nation's best mentors. 
Ably assisting him are Coca-Cola coach Binky 
Favis, Nash Racela, Aboy Castro and even 
Barangay Ginebra coach Joseph Uichico, Coach 
Tim Cone reportedly will join the staff after the 
PBA Fiesta Conference finals. 

Unfortunately, Ateneo Blue Eagles coach 
Norman Black, reportedly, will not be able to 
join the bench in Tokushima because of com- 
mitments in the UAAR 

Reyes described Uichico, Cone and 
Black—all former national coaches—the "In- 


Sans penalty for torture, 


THE HUMAN SE ‘ACT OF 2007 (HSA) 
has rightly been criticized as a serious threat to 
basic human rights—a threat disguised as a 
measure to combat terrorism. While banning 
torture, it is unlikely to prevent, and may in 
fact facilitate, torture. 

First, despite the HSAs explicit ban on torture, 
the fact is, torture has yet to be made a criminal 
offense in the Philippine penal system; victims 
are unable to prosecute its perpetrators, thus 
rendering the ban unenforceable in practice. 

Second, in countries where perpetrators of 
torture enjoy impunity—which unfortunately 
includes the Philippines—detention facilities 
often become lawless domains where suspects 
are tortured under the guise of interrogation, 
whether or not torture is banned. 

Third, the HSAs provision on “extraordi- 
nary rendition” is alarming. Though outlawing 
the practice in principle, the law does permit 
rendition of terror suspects “needed for terror- 
istrelated police investigations” overseas as 


‘THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2007 


credibles.” 1 fully agree. They are all very bril- 
tant bench tacticians. 

Itis for this reason that am appealing to the 
officials of the Ateneo de Manila University to 
allow Black to join the coaching staff of the 
Philippine team in the Fiba-Asia Olympic qual- 
ifier tournament; anyway the tournament will 
run for only a few days. In his absence, his ast 
sistant coach can take over the coaching 
chores at Ateneo. On the other hand, the 
much-awaited showdown between the Blue 
Eagles and the De La Salle Green Archers is 
scheduled on July 26. 

Needless to point out, Ateneo has a much 
higher responsibility to allow Black to lend a 
helping hand to those who are now uncondi- 
tionally rallying behind the call, to show their 
love of country and fiag. 

Most importantly, a victory in Tokushima 
not only gives immense honor and pride to the 
Philippines; it will also inspire the younger 
generation—our future basketball players—to 
strive harder to become topnotch athletes. I 
feel that it’s important for Ateneo officials tò 
show our people what patriotism is all about, 
especially ata time like this. 

ALAN ANTONIO S. MAZO, 
180 Yandoet., Baguio City 


HSA a graver threat 


long as the receiving country “assures” that it 
will not torture those suspects. But several ex- 
amples from the US-led “war on terror” piove 
that such “diplomatic assurances,” in practice, 
mean nothing, especially in those countries 
with gross human rights violations. 

In short, while the law's anti-torture language 
appears to protect terror suspects from abuse, 
‘without penal legislation to match, the HSA can 
do little to prevent torture. If the Philippine gov- 
emment wants to give teeth to the ban on tor- 
ture—a ban that also figures in the Philippine 
‘Constitution and in the UN Convention Against 
‘Torture which the Philippines has ratified—it 
should not hesitate to enact specific legislation to 
prosecute alleged torturers and ban the practice 
(of extraordinary rendition altogether. 

—SUNE SEGAL, 

head of communications, 

International Rehabilitation Council for 
Torture Victims (IRCT), Borgergade 13, 
1022 Copenhagen, Denmark 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or 
suggestions about the treatment of news and 
photos by the Inquirer, you may write to the 
Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague and Mas 
cardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to 
Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail reader- 


sadvocate@ inquirer.com.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested 
to include their complete address and tele- 
phone or pager number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. The Inquirer will not 
publish any letter unless such information is 
supplied 
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NILA'S STORY 

Surviving 
ife’s trials 

through faith © 


She 
believes 
that by 
sharing 
graces to 
the needy, 
God will 
also be 
more 
gracious to 
her and her 
family 


By Romulo Ponte 
San Pedro, Laguna 


ILA TRIBIANA AQUINO AND 
her husband Bert would have 
wanted themselves preoccupied 
with supporting two beautiful 
daughters, who are now a medi- 
cal doctor and a hotel and restau- 
rant management graduate. 


Buton August 27, 1987, Nila gave birth toa 
third daughter whose looks came as a shock 
to her and the family. Anna Carmela had no 
hands and legs. 

“She was born an angel, one with broken 
wings,” the woman, now 58, from San Pedro, 
Laguna, said of the quadriplegic Anna 
Carmela. 

Indeed, an angel Anna Carmela is. Despite 
her handicap, she has become a source of in- 
spiration and pride to her family and to her 
elementary and high school classmates be- 
cause of her intelligence, wit and deep love 
of God. 

Excelling in science and English, she had 
been a consistent honor student, graduat- 
ing valedictorian in the elementary and 
salutatorian in high school. She wants to 
pursue studies in psychology in a presti- 
gious university. 


No punishment 

A poem she wrote when she was in first 
year high school did not betray her being a 
‘quadriplegic. It expresses her thanks to God 
for “the beautiful and healthy body. For my 
eyes to see the colorful flowers, the beautiful 
birds, and the sky...” 

Indeed, contrary to what Nila had thought 
that her child was a curse and punishment, 
she isa gem and heaven-sent. 

Her cousin Chit A. Tribiana, in her essay 


ACROSS THE NATION 


INQUIRER Southern Luzon Sez 


ANNA Carmela Tribiana Aquino, 19, a quadriplegic, is a source of pride to her family and 


friends. 


“Everyday Miracles,” describes Nila's ordeal: 
“Anger and denial consumed her for days and 
weeks. Alone in her room, she would cry, 
question why He allowed this to happ 
when she had served Him well, then cried 
some more. She could not even bring herself 
to talk about, much less show, her baby to her 
friends.” 

The mother’s depression went on for 
about two months, until she could cry no 
more. She turned to the Bible for answers, 
and realized how her life resembled that of 
Job, whose faith and fidelity to God was 
tested. All her anger and feeling of shame 
disappeared. 


Answered prayers 

‘The whole family lavished Anna Carmela 
with all the affections and care she needed 
like a normal baby. She is present in all family 
gatherings and celebrations. She entertains 
guests with her favorite Pussycat Dolls and 
MYMP songs. 

Today, the teenager likes to send text mes- 
sages in her two mobile phones to friends de- 
spite her short, incomplete and twisted fin- 
gers. 

Nila recalled how God had answered her 
prayers when Anna Carmela was 2 years old. 
She appealed that the child's travel be less dif- 
ficult whenever she was brought to the hospi- 
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tal in Manila in a custom-made stroller for 
regular checkups. 

‘On July 7, 1989, while Nila was prepar- 
ing for a talk in a seminar in Cebu her com- 
pany’s budget supervisor, a silent “voice” 
told her in Filipino: “You pledged P1,000, 
but you will only pay for P200. Get five 
more.” 

‘To make a long story short, Nila had bought 
the lucky number which won the grand prize 
of a raffle draw on July 9, 1989, by the local 
chapter of the Knights of Columbus in San Pe- 
dro—a new Zebra AUV. It was a perfect an- 
swer to Anna Carmela's need for transporta- 
tion to the hospital 

As the years went on, the mother realized 
that her time and efforts were not sufficient to 
look after the daily needs of Anna Carmela. 
Bert had to resign from his work abroad and 
help look after the child, 


Second trial: cancer 

Now 19, Anna Carmela said she wanted 
people to “treat me as a normal person like 
them. I don’t want them to pity me because I 
am like this.” She is challenging the children 
in her neighborhood to value their studies 
and complete their profession. 

“Lam thanking God that He makes me hap- 
py despite my physical handicap.” 

At first, Nila and Bert thought that the com- 
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ing of Anna Carmela was their worst trial, 
“Not yet!” God seemed to say. 

Nila was diagnosed as having an ad- 
vanced stage of breast cancer in the late 
1990s. She was advised to undergo 
chemotherapy and surgery, which, accord 
ing to her doctor, would give her a 50-50 
chance of survival 

Nila knew too well the bleak scenario 
ahead if she allowed herself to be treated at 
once: Her elder daughters—Maritess and 
Roselle—would be forced to quit college, and 
she herself would stop working. 

She decided to keep her condition a secret 
and continued with her job to allow her chil- 
dren to finish their studies. Her only request 
to God was to contain the cancerous cells so 
that she would not suffer much. 

In 2003, her left nipple started to retract. In 
February 2005, her breast bled and left an ug- 
ly wound. Several tests did not rule out 
metastasis. 

In early 2006, back pains prompted her to 
have a bone scan. The doctor's prognosis: 
Stage-4 cancer. 


Time for treatment 

This time, her family prevailed 

Maritess, who finished 11th in the Febru- 
ary 2000 Pharmacists Board Examinations 
and is also a licensed physician, made Nila 
promise that no matter what happened, her 
mother must go through the required medical 
treatment. 

The eldest child chose to defer her resi- 
dency to attend to her mother’s needs. Her 
father and Roselle, who is now working ina 
leading hotel, are all behind Nila, Anna 
Carmela has expressed willingness to delay 
her schooling 

Nila is currently back in her job in a man- 
agement services company, but her medica- 
tion continues. Her last salary has been ex- 
hausted, and her family is surviving on ad- 
vances and ipans from her company and assis- 
tance From people who care. 

Like Job, her strong faith has sustained 
her in her fight against the malady. She has 
remained smiling, assured that God, with 
the help of countless agents storming the 
heavens with prayers and adoration, will res- 
cue her. 


Tithing continues 

Despite her financial crisis, the patient 
keeps her practice of tithing to the Church, 
charitable institutions, and to the poor. She 
believes that by sharing graces to the needy, 
God will also be more gracious to her and her 
family. 

“I keep praying that God will still cure me 
so that I can continue earning for my chil- 
dren,” Nila said. “But I don't know what His 
plan is. Whatever it is, I know it will be for 
the best. I have complete trust in my True 
Healer.” 


Korean churches build homes for supertyphoon survivors 


The 
undertaking 
was bore 
out of 
gratitude 

to the 
Filipinos for 
their help 
during the 
Korean War 
in the early 
1950s 


By Ephraim Aguilar 
Legazpi City 


RESBYTERIAN CHUR- 
ches in Korea are rais- 
ing funds to build 200 
houses for displaced ty- 
phoon survivors in 
Legazpi City’s coastal 
villages. 


The 24-square-meter concrete 
houses, worth P70,000 each, are 
to be built at a relocation site in 
Barangay Taysan. With galva- 
nized iron roofs, they are expect- 
ed to withstand 120-kilometer- 
per-hour winds. 

‘The Korean housing project is 
done in partnership with the 
Philippine Council of Evangelical 
Churches. 

‘Twelve Korean pastors visited 
the Philippines on July 17 to at- 
tend the groundbreaking cere- 
monies in Taysan, a hilly village 
in the city where typhoon sur- 
vivors are camped. 

Rev. Sam Yeul Park, pastor of 
the Sol Wol Presbyterian Church 
and board chair of the Incheon 
Bible Institute, said the undertak- 
ing was borne out of gratitude to 
the Filipinos for their help during 
the Korean War in the early 
1950s. 

On Sept. 19, 1950, about 
7,000 soldiers of the Philippine 
Expeditionary Force to Korea 
reached the South Korean port 
city of Pusan. About 400 Filipino 
soldiers died during that war that 
lasted almost six years. 

“This is a great opportunity to 
help the Filipinos in time of 
need just as they helped us dur- 
ing the Korean War. We pray for 
more blessings for the people 
living at the relocation sites 
through this project and also for 
their spiritual well-being,” Sam 
said. 

Bishop Efraim Tendero, na- 
tional director of the Philippine 
Council of Evangelical Church- 


Christ. 


“We want to restore the dignity 
of calamity-stricken people and 
what better way to start that chan 
by helping them have a home,” 
‘Tendero said. 


es, said what motivated the Ko- 
reans to continue extending 
help to Bicol was their love of 
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“Sweat equity’ 

“This is not a dole-out because 
the beneficiaries have 
‘sweat equity” 
“They have to help in building 


their 
he clarified. 


tage industries that would be 
helpful to them,” Tendero 
added. 

Some Korean Christians are al- 
so interested in putting up educa- 
tional facilities in relocation sites 
in remote areas. 

“We are continuously raising 
funds for our projects. This is 
just the start. And we want to 
see more people, more church- 
es to participate in the rehabili- 
tation efforts in Albay,” said 
Tendero. 

Legazpi Mayor Noel Rosal 
said the 1,075 houses pledged 
by different organizations, in 
cluding the 200 houses donated 
by the Korean churches, would 
benefit people living in seven 
coastal villages and Mayon's 
danger zones. 

He said 2,000 houses were im- 
mediately needed for people who 
would be relocated from the dan- 
ger zones at the southeast sector 
ofthe volcano. 
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the houses.” 

‘The beneficiaries were chosen 
based on the criteria of the De- 
partment of Social Welfare and 
Development. 

Aside from the houses, the Ko- 
reans will fund livelihood pro- 


Available in-different sizes and thickness 


Available colors: Clear, Opaque White, Blue, 
a Green, Bronze,-Red | 


Speclaileisiomized‘tolers accepted'on valiina 


Tals: (032) 
Mobile: 09 


Email Add. 
cofta-sales@cotta.com ph 
www.cofta.com.ph 
DISTRIBUTORS 


ART SIA 
837-2614 1 0917 5406205, 


jects such as the “FAITH Gar- 
dens.” FAITH stands for “Food Al- 
ways in the Home.” 

“We will provide them train- 
ing and technology on the pro- 
duction of good vegetable crops 
and help them start some cot- 
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COTABATO CITY—THE MORO ISLAMIC LIBERA- 


tion Front has sought the help of donor countries tog į ne A š Bi oxing ch amp 
pressure the Philippine military into reversing a plan - = ag : EA 

to launch offensives in MILF territories to avenge the “#5 í A E A, $ returns a hero 
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chief has informed ambassadors of lan, where 14 Marines were kiled. Ee S : 
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tary offensive in Basilan on stalled The MILF admitted its guerril- §& La? 
peace talks between the guerrillas las were involved in the Albarka EË gea" | fi K TALBON,  BOHOL—BOXING 
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ments with agencies from these Iqbal said the MILF guerrillas "> $ cS è 4 was born in Talibon town, was hon- 
countries that are implementing were just defending themselves. ff ~ A ` SPN ored with a hero's welcome on his 
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“Once the first shot is fired in rillas. were not behind the beheadings. terest of foreign donor countries.” iff Kabunsuan. Wis opposa out in dhie Ah mund 
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“He made us feel so proud. He 
15 Pampanga mayors fly to HK, Macau to ‘bond’ pisarat 
map. We consider him as a hero 
who brought pride to the Filipino 
By Tonette Orejas — learned. popular among capitol officials. people," Item said. 
Inquirer Central Luzon - = = Sixof the officials got travel or- p Donaire's maternal roots are 
BONDING IN HONG KONG, MACAU ders covering Hong Kong and Sponsorship from Barangay San Jose, Talibon. 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—AT The following mayors of Pampanga are now in Hong Kong. next stop Macau. Before the May 7, 2007 elec- He left Talibon, a first class munici- 
least 15 of 21 mayors in Pampan- Macau, for “bonding” in the two Chinese cities—Edgardo Flores of Mi- ae tions, almost all 30 depart- pality 100 km from Tagbilaran City, 
ga left for a four-day stay in Hong najin; Nardo Velasco, Sasmuan; Teddy Tumang, Mexico; Yolando Pineda, aibobads mentheads atthe capitol went in 1999 at three yeas old when his 
Kong and Macau on Wednesday, Sata Jerry Pelayo, Candaba; Lyndon Cunanan, Magalang: Ricardo Some of the mayors brought to the former British colony, family migrated to California, 
psa ga bagra by thelie) <n aeiaai LIEN nee teee ee along their wives, it was also supposedly on the sponsor- Donaire said, in an interview, that 
Qumar from capitol sources Rivera, Guagua; Romeo Dungca, Bacolor; Rodrigo Canlas, San Simon; learned. ship of former Gov, Mark hewas grateful for the grand welcome 
showed. Joselito Naguit, Sto. Tomas; Marino Morales, Mabalacat; Luis Espino, Before departing, one of the Lapid. He had denied paying saying he was inspired to fight to give 
‘One of the mayors who Arayat; Dennis Pineda, Lubao; Oscar Tetangco, Apalit: and Peter ores, mayors senta text messagetothe for the fare and shopping fametoFlipinosin his hometown. 
backed out from the trip said the Masantol. Some took their wives with them on the educational trip. Inqumen to say that he and the money. He said he went to the Lady of 
plitpose of the visit was for rest “spent their own money for Board members also then left Grace Church in his hometown in 
“bonding.” thetrip.” for Hong Kong for a three-day va- California to ask for blessing a 
‘We never really had time to proved by Gov. Eddie Panlilio to travel abroad were Mayors _Itwashis way ofdenying thata cation. ‘week before his fight. 
bone never really had ie We btvarious dates since July 19, Edgardo Flores of Minalin, third party, a top politician, had On the recent trip of the _ “Iknow lm destined to win be- 
planned to take time out togeth- the mayors said their trip was Nardo Velasco of Sasmuan, shouldered the cost of the vaca- mayors, the Inguinen received cause [have a strong faith in God. 
er since last year but it never “personal” and that “no gov- Teddy Tumang of Mexico, tion. at least five text messages ex- Ihave prepared for the fight and I 
pushed through, We schedule it ernment funds” would be in- Yolando Pineda of Sta. Rita,  Thosewhodidnotjointhetrip pressing protests over the knowl could do it,” said Donaire. 
now because we won'thavetime curred by them. Jerry Pelayo of Candaba, Lyn: were Mayors Rommel Concep- trip. Donaire said it was his mater- 
again when floods come don Cunanan of Magalang, Ri- cion of Sta. Ana, Jayson Sagum Ón top of their monthly nal grandfather Francisco Gonza- 
around,” said the official, who Travel orders cardo Rivera of Guagua, of San Luis, Oscar Rodriguez of salaries of not less than P25,000, lez, now 94 years old, who in- 
around)” said mhe officii "e Panlilio said he approved the Romeo Dungea of Bacolor, Ro- the City of San Fernando, most mayors in Pampanga eam spired him to dream big. 
Siid hemightantagonize his col. request because the mayors drigo Canlas of San Simon, Leonardo Flores of Macabebe, incomeas farmers, contractorsor Lolo France) was seh the 
leagues. “have the right to travel.” Joselito Naguit of Sto. Tomas, Roger Santos of Porac and Ed- traders. ‘many relatives who greeted Donaire, 
Bree che mayors confirmed ‘The secretary ofthe Pampanga Marino Morales of Mabalacat, uardo Guerrero of Floridablan- On Aug. 9, 12 provincial slong with his incl Het Dy Mathias 
they left on an 8 am. flight via Mayors’ League, Sticky Blanco, Luis Espino of Arayat, Dennis ca. board members are due to Gonzalez, parish priest of Talibon. 
Tae inoyAauino Intemational joined the local executives in Pineda of Lubao, Oscar Tetang- This was the firsttime thatthe leave for a three-day stay in , Dressed in a black shit bearing 
Airport Another offical said chey their trip, that came on the sec- co Jr, of Apalitand Peter Flores currentcropof Pampanga mayors Hong Kong. Capitol sources hie fore grandson's winning 
availed of a bargain tour pack- ond month of their reelected or of Masantol. went on a foreign trip together, it said the trip was going to be stance, Lolo Francisco got emotion- 
age. fresh terms. None of them has hold de- waslearned. sponsored by a Pampanga con- al when he finally met Donaire. 
Tn the travel orders ap- The officials who got permit parture orders, it was Hong Kongjauntshavebecome gressman. Lolo Francisco said he missed 
his grandson whom he described 
as very obedient. 


IBP team sets environmental audit of Iloilo villages — sie tesenesm 


MALACARANGPHOTO 


Donaire whose visit to Talibon 


yesterday was the first since he 
By David Israel Sinay en the law seriously.” said lawyer initiative of the IBPNEAT for an The OPS is in charge of gence on the pait of the baran- won the championship 
Inquirer Visayas Antonio Oposa Jr, IBP-NEAT environmental audit. garbage regulation. It has intro- gay officials, we will endorse Donaire’s father, Nonito Sr, 
chair in a letter to Mayor Jerry According to the Office of duced MRF initiatives to the vil- the matter to the Office of the who came home with his son, 
ILOILO CITY—THE NATIONAL Treñas. Public Services (OPS), the vil- lages for segregation of wastes as Ombudsman for appropriate ac- said his son would leave for the 
Environmental Action Team “To insulate the team from lage officials failed to rally their biodegradable, non-biodegrad- tion,” Oposa said. United States in August where he 
(Neat) of the Integrated Bar of any political/partisan influ- constituents to practice proper able and recyclable materials. “We will have their names would rest for a month before re- 
{he Philippines (IBP) will con- ence, it will be strictly com- waste disposal. Only 72 of the Oposa said We Heal, a non- and pictures published in the suming his training for his title 
Gut an covironmental compli. posed of professionals. While 180 villagesin the city have ma- government organization that local and national media to defense in November 
Gnoe audit of 180 barangays wemay askone of your officials terials recovery facilities was working with the IBP- make them examples of non- The elder Donaire said he had 
here to check for compliance to join us as an observer and (MRF). NEAT, had conducted seminars performing assets of the taught his son not to allow his 
with Republic Act No. 9003, or guide, he/she will not partici OPS chief Raul Gallo said on- and training to educate vil- Philippine government,” he fame to go to his head: "1 have 
the Solid Waste Management pate in any deliberation,” Oposa ly 40 percent of the city’s lagers of their role in proper said. . been telling him to stay humble 
Actof2000. told Treñas in a letter dated July barangays were practicing prop- waste disposal. “I is time to hold accountable and not let his fame sink him. He 
‘The audit will bedone because 13. er waste disposal through “In the event that we find the people whose salaries we has always been a good child and 
"barangay captains have not tak-  Treñas said he welcomed the MRFs. gross and inexcusable negli- pay” we're so proud of him,” he said, 


GMA arch-critic says Sona sign of ‘ominous things’ 


DAGUPAN CITY—LINGAYEN- his blog entry. warned against Ms Arroyo's tireFilipinopeople,"hesaid. — gogg SF77> 
Dagupan Archbishop Oscar Cruz “There are so many projects explicit and earnest plea for Cruz said that despite Ms Ar. 5 t 
said President Macapagal-Ar- to finish and to start. Thereare the Senate and House of Rep- royo's call for the people to forget 
Toyo's State of the Nation Address so many plans to accomplish,so resentatives to reform the tax politics in the Sona was far from 
took the country to “wonderland many programs to [complete]. law. apolitical 
and beyond,” but warned about All these cannot be done in He said it was “idiotic” to pre- “Together with all conceivable 
“ominous things to come.” three years up to 2010. If they sume that the endorsement agenda in Luzon, the Visayas and 
Than interview on Monday and were not achieved before, in would lead to lower direct orin- Mindanao, many incumbent 
a statement posted in his blog some six long years since 2001, direct taxes. politicos from all over the land 
(wwwoveblogspot.com) on how could they be done in only “The assumption, akin to certi- were meticulously named—with 
Tuesday, Cruz said these scenar- three years from 2007?” Cruz tude, isthatsometimesoon, taxes proper admiration and grati- 
ios were the possibility of Ms Ar- „asked. will be in fact raised in any way, tude—together with due ap- 
toyo running for office again in To finish all these projects, the by all means, come what may,” he _plause for their self-elation,” he 
2010, more taxes, bigger loans “lead planner” and “head pro- said. said. 
and Charter change. grammer” will need more years He said the airports and “The Sona brought us to won- 
Cruz, a staunch critic of the Ar- in office, he said. roads to be built, infrastructure derland and beyond. Bur after- 
royo administration, said those “Otherwise, the first world vi- to be put up and development wards, one is brought back to the 
concerned should heed well what sion for the country would be just projects that Ms Arroyo out- sad national realities—continu- 
the Sona “expressly and implicit- that—a quixotic vision. The con- lined in her Sona “need alot of ous killings, abductions and cor- 
ly said,” lest they be caught un- clusion is obvious: It was nota money.” ruption, endemic lying, cheating 
prepared. joke when someone supposed "Infact, even guarding—pro- and stealing, poverty, hunger and 
“The Sona’s opening salvo andexpectedtoendgoverningby tecting or defending—the sickness ... brought abour by 
that the Philippines will be a 2010, is in fact poised to run Malacafiang occupant is be- noneother than the visionary ofa 
first world country in 2030 is again for another office, another coming more and more expen- first world Philippines,” Cruz 
[a] signal and crystal [clear] tenure.” sive. Who is targeted to pay for said. Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, In- POLICEMEN take. rest near Malacafiang Palace while waiting for 
in its implications,” he said in Cruysaid people should be all these? Who else but the en- quiger Northern Luzon action during Sona duty. a ‘eaaRaza® 
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Water, power shortage; prepare for worst 


From page Al 
Science Undersecretary Gra- 
ciano Yumul said the countrys 
weather had “flipped.” Luzon and 
the Visayas, which should be “very 
wet,” are actually “very dry,” while 
Mindanao is “very wet” when it 
should be dry, he said. 

Weather experts, who briefed 
Ms Arroyo after she addressed 
the “National Multistakeholder 
Dialogue on Disaster Reduction” 
in Makati, said Metro Manila and 
some parts of the country could 
be hit by drought by September. 

A drought is declared when an 
area experiences a dry spell for 
three consecutive months. 

Yumul said the hydroelectric 
plant in Caliraya, Laguna, of Na- 
tional Power Corp. (Napocor) was 
not working anymore because of 
the low water level in the lake. 


Manual load dropping 

“The rains are not coming in as 
expected, causing low inflows of 
water into the dams that provide 
fuel to hydropower plants such as 
Angat, Magat, Pantabangan, San 
Roque and Binga,” Napocor said 
inastatement. 

Napocor said it implemented a 
procedure called “manual load 
dropping” (MLD) at 8:46 a.m. be- 
cause the electricity being generat- 
ced was not enough, especially those 
from hydroelectric power plants. 

‘The state-owned company, 
which supplies electricity to dis- 
tributors, said MLD translated in- 
to the rolling brownouts. 


Supply less than demand 

Dina Lomotan, Meralco senior 
public relations officer, said the 
brownout affected other areas of 
the Meralco franchise, like Bula- 


can, Rizal and Laguna. 

“Electricity supply is less than 
demand, but we hope the situation 
{just temporary" Lomotan said. 

“We advise household mem- 
bers to unplug all appliances once 
brownouts hit their areas,” 
Napocor said. “They should be 
plugged back a few minutes after 
power has been restored.” 


Coal supply, maintenance 

A lack of coal to power the 
coal-fed plants of independent 
power producers (IPPs) has also 
contributed to the sharp decline 
in the supply of electricity 

Napocor said the insufficient 
power supply was also due to 
some power plants undergoing 
maintenance. 

‘The Marubeni-owned Team En- 

gy, which runs the coal-fired 
plant in Sual, Pangasinan, had shut 
down half of its 600-megawatt 
plant since July 20 because it had 
not received coal from government 
suppliers. 

The government shipped coal to 
the Sual plant on Wednesday after- 
noon but its generators were only 
producing up to 400 MW of elec- 
tricity according toa plant official. 

‘The brownouts were traced to 
the Sual plant, and breakdowns 
in the lihan plant and the Malaya 
thermal plant in Southern Luzon, 
and the Limay plant in Bataan, 
according to Gerardo Versoza, 
general manager of Benguet Elec- 
tric Cooperative (Beneco). 

He said this resulted in a 
500-MW deficit. 


Cloud seeding 

The Sual plant breakdown af- 
fected Baguio's southern sections 
as early as 3 a.m. The breakdown 


‘SAVE WATER CALL: Water deliveries like this one in Caloocan City may 
not come as frequently as needed. Drought threatens the National 
Capital Region, Regions | and 2 anytime after August. oun 


also affected eastern Pangasinan. If the low volume of rainfall 
On the request of Napocor and persisted, Central Luzon would 
the Metropolitan Waterworks be hit by drought, according to 
and Sewerage System, the Bu- the Philippine Atmospheric, Geo- 
reau of Water and Soils Manage- physical and Astronomical Ser- 
ment has started conducting vices Administration (Pagasa). 
cloud seeding over Central Lu- “If this persists for another 
zon, according to the weather bu- month, there will be drought in 
Teau. these areas,” said Flaviana Hi- 


lario, head of Pagasa's climatolo- 
gy and agro-meteorology divi- 
sion. 

From June to July, a “be- 
Jow-than-normal” rainfall pre- 
vailed over the entire Central Lu- 
zon, except for Aurora province. 

A low volume of rainfall, and 
low water level in Angat Dam, 
would affect the water supply in 
Metro Manila and irrigation, and 
take its toll on “rain-fed crops” in 
Central Luzon, and some areas in 
Region TI, Hilario said. 


Still summer in Luzon 

With a PowerPoint presenta- 
tion, Yumul said it should be 
rainy season in Luzon but satel- 
lite images showed that it was 
“still summer.” 

Yumul said rainfall levels in 
Metro Manila from June to July 
were “below normal”—0 to 40 
percent compared with the nor- 
mal range of 80 to 120 percent. 

In simpler terms, Yumul said 
that Metro Manila had been expe- 
riencing a dry spell for the past 
two months. The “prognosis” for 
‘August is not good, he said. 

Yumul said the dry spell was al- 
so being felt in Regions 1 (locos) 
and Il (Cagayan Valley). 


Global 

Ms Arroyo told reporters that 
the country was not alone in ex- 
periencing this kind of “weather 
disturbance.” 

“This weather condition ishap- 
pening in the rest of the world,” 
Ms Arroyo said. 

Yumul noted that England was 
experiencing severe flooding 
while mainland Europe was suf- 
fering from a heat wave that has 
killed many people. At the same 


Save La Mesa groups: Polluting dam is terrorism 


From page Al 
will pollute water supply and poi- 
son millions of Filipinos. 

Ina phone interview yesterday, 
Madrigal said the petition fora tem- 
porary restraining order would be 
filed next week against the 
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sew- 
erage System (MWSS) in order to 
compel it to transfer its housing 
project to another location. 

“We are filing this petition to 
oppose any kind of construction 
within the watershed. This is 
genocide,” said Madrigal, adding 
that if the administration of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo allowed 
this she would be “killing more 
people than Hitler” ever did. 

She said the housing project 
was in danger of poisoning the La 
Mesa watershed which supplies 
water to about 12 million people. 


It's the law 

“Even her antiterrorism bill 
says it: If you tinker with the wa- 
ter supply, it is terrorism, So 
who's the terrorist now?” Madri- 
gal added. 

Madrigal’s petition will be sup- 
ported by some five million signato- 
ries to a campaign to bar the hous- 


ing project, launched by the Save 
the La Mesa Coalition last year. 

Renewed alarm over the planned 
construction project surfaced again 
after President Arroyo made a state- 
ment on July 18 that the La Mesa 
watershed is a “protected water- 
shed subject to private rights.” 

‘The statement, which has been 
interpreted as a show of support 
for the construction project, has 
alarmed environmentalists. 


Hypocritical 

“We feel that the statement is 
hypocritical. If she says one thing 
then she should follow through. 
What she said was that the La 
Mesa watershed should be pro- 
tected and then in the same 
breath, she neutralizes that state- 
ment,” said ABS-CBN Foundation 
managing director Gina Lopez. 

‘The foundation's environmental 
arm, Bantay Kalikasan, is part of 
the Save the La Mesa Coalition. 

Lopez said that Ms Arroyo 
should have just refrained from 
making any comments for the 
protection of the La Mesa water- 
shed if she was not prepared to 
thoroughly support it. 

“We feel the highest office in 


maa 


LESSONS FROM AL GORE: La Mesa Dam is a protected watershed and should stay protected. mouasmoto 


the land should be safeguarding could be done without any danger 
our rights to a clean wateranda of pollution since there are already 
protected environment. Buthere, available technology which could 
she is saying in essence that the mitigare it, said Lopez. 
majority is subservient to private cs : 
imac Lapel E No ways to mitigate pollution 
‘She said she spoke to the Presi- Lopez, however, said that stud- 
dent over the phone to clarify her ies in the area showed that there 
statement and that Ms Arroyo said were no ways to mitigate ground- 
that she recognized the housing water contamination. 
project at the La Mesa since the Some S8 hectares ofthe La Mesa 
sale of the land was done legally. watershed area are being eyed asa 
‘Ms Arroyo noted that the project location for a housing project for 


1,411 MWSS employees under a 
collective bargaining agreement 
with the MWSS management. 
Bantay Kalikasan’s opposition 
to the project used as basis a 
study conducted by Dr. Leonardo 
Leongson of the University of the 
Philippines-National Hydraulic 
Research Center (UP-NHRC). 
“Icwill be in the best interest of 
MWSS and the general public who 
eventually utilize for drinking the 
water in the La Mesa Reservoir that 


time, parts of Indonesia and India 
are experiencing droughts. 


Urban fires, red tide 

Should a drought hit Metro 
Manila and Region I, red tide could 
erupt in Manila Bay and Lingayen 
Gulf, according to Yumul. 

The drought would affect the 
agriculture sector, power and wa- 
ter supplies and could result in 
more urban fires, now hitting 
some areas in the metropolis. 

“The good thing is that the na- 
tional government through the 
National Disaster Coordinating 
Council (NDCC) is on top of the 
situation,” Yumul said. 


Water rationing 

He said Metro Manila was ex- 
periencing rains in the afternoons 
recently because of cloud-seed- 
ing operations. 

“IF things will go bad, we will 
go to water supply distribution,” 
Yumul said. 

‘The NDCC and the Department 
of Science and Technology have al- 
sorecommended the repair of dikes 
‘just to make sure the flow of water 
willbe unimpeded,” Yumul said. 

The longterm measures i 
clude the rehabilitation of deep 
wells and water-harvesting facili- 
ties, he said. 


Info campaign 

“In terms of the demand side, 
this is something that our people 
will have to understand. You have 
to conserve water,” Yumul said. 

Ms Arroyo reminded the agen- 
cies to launch an information and 
awareness program for water con- 
servation. With reports from Vin- 
cent Cabreza and Yolanda 
Fuertes, Inquirer Northern Luzon 


the 58 hectares of the La Mesa wa- 
tershed area being proposed for 
the MWSS housing project shall re- 
main a protected watershed area 
and not be converted to a housing 
project area,” Leongson said. 


Low regard for environment 

The President's proclamation 
of the La Mesa watershed as a 
protected watershed “subject to 
private rights,” and her appoint- 
ment of ex-Manila Mayor Lito 
Atienza as the new environment 
secretary showed her “low regard 
for the environment,” said Donna 
Paz Reyes, executive director of 
the Environmental Studies Insti- 
tute of Miriam College. 

Ms Arroyo's passing mention of 
the environment in last Monday's 
State of the Nation Address 
(Sona), specifically her declaration 
ofnatural parks, only bolstered this 
perception, Reyes told a gathering 
of environmentalist yesterday. 

“The Sona failed to address 
pressing major environmental 
concerns raised by a multitude of 
nongovernment organizations, 
people's organizations and the 
Church," shesaid, With areport 
from TJ Burgonio 


From page Al 
ficer, whose legitimacy they 
were questioning. The din was 
compounded by cheers and jeers 
froma partisan gallery. 

“Weare supposed to be honor- 
able congressmen,” Biliran Rep. 
Glenn Chong told the InquiRen, 
voicing an opinion that Hous 
members comported themselves 
less than honorably during the 
proceedings that had been de- 
seribed as “chaotic.” 

“I heard one congresswoman, 
another first-termer, tell our col- 
league beside her: Aren't they 
supposed to teach us how to leg- 
islate?™ said Chong, a member 
ofthe Liberal Party. 

Chong, 32, wrested the post of 
Biliran representative from old 
hand Gerardo Espina in the 
midterm elections. (But the Es 
pina dynasty in the province ap- 
pears intact, its other members 
having sought and won other 
elective posts.) 

“There are more than 100 
first-termers here. What are we 

teaching them?" San Juan Rep. 
Ronaldo Zamora told reporters 
hf at the sidelines. 

I Of at least 105 first-termers in 
the House, 80 or so are neo- 
phytes. The rest are lawmakers 
returning to their old posts after 
the obligatory break from serv- 
ing three consecutive terms. 


The House membership has 
yet to be finalized, with certain 
pany-list representatives still 
awaiting proclamation by the 
Commission on Elections. 


“Mr. Presiding Officer!” 

Antipolo City Rep. Roberto 
Puno, whose post was once held 
by his elder brother, Interior Sec- 
retary Ronaldo Puno, said he 
was “a little bit surprised” but 
was “not unprepared.” 

“We already knew that it was 
going to happen, but I was sur- 
prised by the intensity of those 
who were competing,” he said. 

‘The lawmakers were prepar- 
ing to finally elect a Speaker af- 
ter two months of fierce name- 
calling between Pangasinan Rep. 
Jose de Venecia and his chal- 
lenger, Cebu Rep. Pablo Garcia. 

‘As soon as House Secretary 
General Roberto Nazareno as- 
cended the rostrum, members of 
the opposition and of the Garcia 
camp rose and filled the plenary 
with shouts of “Mr. Presiding OF 
ficer! Mr Presiding Offi- 
cerl"—precisely to question his 
serving as such. 

Nazareno, known to be close 
to De Venecia, as well as the op- 
position and the Garcia camp, 
had wanted someone else to pre- 
side over the amendment of the 
House rules to pave the way fora 


secret vote for the new Speaker. “The opposition was far better 
But the majority that favored off. If possible, we can take over 
De Venecia voted down the mo- the leadership of the House,” 
tions of Garcia's supporterstodo said Zamora, who was chosen 
away with Nazareno. minority leader in a minority 
Passions were at a high pitch caucus held before Monday's 
as the debates that started at 10 opening session. 
a.m. showed no sign of a clear Chong said the question 
result at past 2 p.m. They rose raised by Shariff Kabunsuan 
even higher because of appre- Rep. Didagen Dilangalen on 
hensions of not having a House the legitimacy of Nazareno as 
leader by the time President presiding officer had made 
Macapagal-Arroyo was to deliv- sense. 
er her State of the Nation Ad- “Congressman Digs had a 
dress at 4p.m. point, but somehow his motion 
A ne: was drowned out. Most of the 
‘Opposition better off” congressmen who raised issues 
According to Zamora, the ad- made sense. But we could have 
ministration lawmakers control- conducted ourselves better” 
ling the majority should have Chong said, adding: 
reached a consensus on who the “The majority should have 
Speaker should be before com- reached an agreement before go- 
ing tothe plenaryon Monday. ing to the session.” 
He said that as 4 p.m. drew 
nearer even the names of oppo Spectacle or democracy? 
sition lawmakers were being Chong said there should be 
mentioned as possible presiding less such episodes in the House. 
officer at small group discus- “We were reduced to a specta- 
sions during breaks in the ses- cle,” he said. 
sion. But at least two other neo- 
“They are proposing that I, or phytes believed that the pro- 
even Bongbong, take over,” ceedings showed democracy at 
‘Zamora said in reference to Ilo- work. 
cos Norte Rep. Ferdinand Mar- “I would have been more un- 
‘cos Jr, who is technically on his easy if there was no one who 
first term but is actually no neo- rose and spoke,” said Valenzuela 
phyte because he held the post Rep. Rexlon Gatchalian. 
before his sister Imee took over. “Those who [did] are some of 


Rookie solons awed, shocked by elders’ behavior 


the best," he said, mentioning 
Dilangalen, Nueva Vizcaya Rep. 
Carlos Padilla and Mandaluyong 
Rep. Neptali Gonzales 11—all 
first-termers on their second 
tum in the House. 

Said Leyte Rep. Martin Ro- 
mualdez: “The proceedings were 
a sign of a vibrant democracy. I 
had no problem with itas certain 
questions had to be raised and 
answered.” 

Still, Romualdez said, the 
House needed reforms, and neo- 
phytes like himself could play a 
major role with their sheer num. 
ber: “With new blood, we will 
bring fresh ideas to the House. 
We can make a difference.” 

Gatchalian and Chong 
agreed. 

“Despite our different political 
affiliations, I believe it will only 
bea matter of time before we be- 
come a force,” Chong said. 

“We've talked about it” 
Gatchalian said. “When progres- 
sive bills for the benefit of our 
people will be pushed, the first- 
termers will be behind (these 


‘The President's youngest child 
and the newest Arroyo in the 
House was seen listening intent- 
ly to the proceedings, but would 
not comment on what he had 
seen and heard. 

“What happened already hap- 


pened, How I feel about it will not 
‘change anything,” said Camarines 
‘Sur Rep. Diosdado Arroyo Il. 


First broadside 

As though making good on his 
word, Gatchalian yesterday fired 
his first broadside by calling on 
Public Works Secretary Hermo- 
genes Ebdane to sack the offi- 
cials involved in the long-de- 
layed rehabilitation of the Tulla- 
han Bridge in Valenzuela 

He also sought the blacklist- 
ing of the contractor, RC Ranos 
Construction Ine. 

“Except for the swift completion 
of the project, nothing else can as- 
suage thé feelings of my con- 
stituents but the sacking of the De- 
partment of Public Works and 
Highways men behind this de- 
plorable {delay],” Gatchalian said. 

“We have been tormented long 
enough by those who have com- 
mitted two of the seven deadliest 
sins—sloth and greed—and an- 
other unforgivable sin in public 
service called stupidity" he said. 

According to Gatchalian, the 
rehabilitation of the Tullahan 
Bridge is under the supervision 
of DPWH Regional Director 
Josefino Rigor. 

He said the contract cost was 
P25 million over the original 
winning bid price of more than 
P60 million. 
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Enjoy LIVE and Made-for-Mobile channels at only P5* per minute! 
Switch and channel surf with the click of a button like in real TV. 


A 


ABS@CEBN KAPAMILYA network. Also watch ANC programs when ABS-CBN Postpaid and Prepaid-subscribers. 
signs off. A 
3 Start watching in 3 easy steps: 


Catch Larry King Live, World News Asia, breaking news, business 
and lifestyle programs, documentaries and sports events 24/7 only or Dual Mode.” 

on CNN. 2. Dial *9000. 

3. Select Video Call, enjoy! 
Watch 24 Oras, Lupin, Impostora and more of your favorite KAPUSO 


‘Watch TV Patrol, Deal or No Deal, Walang Kapalit and more on the Easy to access, and all you need is a 3G phone. Available to all Globe 


1. Ensure that your 3G phone's network settings are set to 3G/ UMTS/ 


programs. Easy to use! Simply click the chanñel you want to watch using the 


correspénding numbers on your keypad. 


Fast, funny and informative, The Mobile TV experience where today’s Still don't own a Globe 3G phone? 


viewer can be tomorrow's star, Exclusive to Globe! Don't Worry, enjoy Mobile TV with the feature-packed LG KU250, winner 


of the GSMA 3G for All Campaign. 


Keep tabs on the score when you watch live UAAP games as they + -Frge at Plan 800 and up for Postpaid 
happen. You can also relive the rush with looped replays when + And as low as P6,050 for Prepaid 
there's no live game schedule. Exclusive to Globe! Hurry! Offer extended until August 31 only! 


More news and entertainment channels coming soon! ‘As approved by DTENCR. Per DTI-NCR Permit No, 2634, Series of 2007. 


For more info, visit any Globe Hub or Business Center or log onto www.betterthan3g.com 
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“Promo untl September 22, 2007. As approved by DTI-NCR. Per DTI-NCR No.3460, Serles of 2007 


LG Mobile game! ang lakas mo sa Gi ebe 
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~., Dip YOU KNOW 


‘THERE were about 1.77 million live births in the country in 
2000. Metro Manila registered the biggest number of live births 
with over 300,000, or about 17 percent of the total. On the other 
hand, only about 9,000 babies were born in the Caraga region 
that year. Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


Editor Ester G. Dipasupil 
‘Text us your feedback: inquirer met name/agelcity/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) E-mait: pr_metro@inquirer.com.ph 


Bunye kin survives ambush in Munti 


Probers eye illegal vendors’ eviction as motive 


Afm 
Julie M. Aurelio clothes policemen and two SWAT up leads on the identities of the messages. “I have to be more E 

oh members there. We have to take suspects. careful. There is more to this inci- F AIE 5 s n eA ESSOR! Be 
THE MUNTINLUPA CITY POLICE extra care,” Valdez told the I- “We are also looking into the dent,” San Pedro said as he TRINGS e JEWELRY = COSA oe pr 
yesterday tightened the security QUIRER. possibility that the clearing oper- named Florencio Ciriaco to tem- | y- “BELTS *YOYE «MANY NOR 
Zround Mayor Aldrin San Pedro The attack on Bunyi was car- ations against illegal vendors and porarily take over Buny's post as - d 
after armed men tried to kill one ried out by three unidentified terminals in the Alabang area city administrator. 
of his officials the other night. men on board a motorcycle. may have something to do with San Pedro also voiced the sus- 

City Administrator Roberto According to the police, Bunyi the attempt on Bunyi’s life,” he picion that the attempt on Bunyi's 
Bunyi, the nephew of Press Secre- was driving his vehicle on Bruger added. life could have something to do 
tary Ignacio Bunye, was shot by Street in Barangay Putatan when Bunyi was initially brought to with the clearing operations 
three men as he was driving his the three men drew up alongside the Medical Center Muntinlupa against illegal structures, termi- 
vehicle at 8:41 p.m. Tuesday. He him and fired atthe official. fortreatment and is now recuper- nals and vendors in the Alabang 
‘was hit in the shoulder but sur- Police were able to recover 20 ating at the Asian Hospital. Viaduct area carried out by the 
vived the attack. spent shells, a live bullet and a “He's out of danger. City Ad- Metropolitan Manila Develop- 

Supt. Alfredo Valdez, slug from a cal. .45 pistol from ministrator Bunyiisnow instable ment Authority earlier this 
Muntinlupa police chief, said he the scene ofthe incident. condition,” San Pedro said in a month. 
ordered stricter security mea- — SPO2 Rey Quizon said they phone interview. “We are just doing our job,” he 
sures to be implemented at City found bullet holes in the front Headdedthathehasalsostart- pointed out, referring to the sys- 
Hall and assigned more police- tires, left fender, left door and ed taking precautionary mea- tematic dismantling of illegal 
men to San Pedro. window of Bunyi's vehicle. sures as he had been receiving structures and the eviction of am- 

“I have assigned two plain- Valdez said they are following death threats sent through text bulant vendors. 


5 injured in 8-vehicle smashup at SLEX 


By Julie M. Aurelio Group in Bicutan, Taguig City. the incident were a white Nissan Diaz said the five victims only 
Niera said the van's brakes were Urvan (XRG 740), a maroon Toy- sustained minor injuries such as 

FIVE PERSONS WERE INJURED malfunctioning. ota Tamaraw FX (TRA 882), a bruises and cuts. 

when an Isuzu van with faulty Case investigatorSPO1Marion blue Hyundai Grace van (XBC Niera will be charged with | FORWOMEN ONLY 

brakes crashed into seven other Diaz said the multiple collision 127), a blue Nissan Frontier and reckless imprudence resulting in | Kilayan, a store on Rizal Avenue in Sta. Cruz, Manila, offers all 

vehicles on the Southern Luzon occurred at 9:10 a.m. near the a maroon Nissan Terrano (LBB multiple damage to property and | kinds of accessories for women who want tolooknice. ranun 

Expressway yesterday moring. boundary of Muntinlupa and 998). multiple slight physical injuries. 
Rushed to the Asian Hospitalin Parafiaque cities. 

Muntinlupa City for slight in- “All the cars were standing still 

juries were Reynalyn Suba, 23, of in traffic when the Isuzu Wing 

Cavite; Jeric Obre, 23, of Mal- Van (RCO 980) driven by Niera 

abon City; Jennifer Tingalao, 25 plowed into them from behind,” 

and Elizabeth de Leon, 52, of Diaz told the Inquren. 

Parafiaque City; and Michael The van crashed first into a 


Cit EL T Mag-apply ng Personal Loan. 


Niera, was apprehended by mem- Vios (PYE 742). 


CU Se Ea Magpa-approve ng Auto Loan. 
4 brothers get life Mag-claim ng Home Loan. 
term for death Mag-enroll sa Remote Banking. 
of neighbor in QC Mag-transfer ng funds. 


By Margaux C. Ortiz Prasmo deliberately, saying he d 
Qin eee Mag-update ng passbook. 


day sentenced four brothers tlife His brothers also gave alibis: 
imprisonment after finding them Bayani testified that atthe time of M = h h k 
filly of mauling and shooting to the incident, he was talking to a ag-encas ng cneck. 
death a neighbor in Novaliches police officer at the Fairview Po- 
five years ago. lice Station. Danilo said he was A 

Judge Ma. Theresa de la Torre- with his mother in Pugad Lawin, M g =W1 th d h 
Yadao of the Quezon City Region- Quezon City, while Yoyong said a raw over t e cou nter. 
al Trial Court Branch 81 ordered he was in his brother-in-law’s 
Bayani, Antonio, Danilo and Yoy- house in Caloocan City. 
ong de Leon to pay the family of “Unfortunately the alibi offered 
victim Emilio Prasmo P50,000 as by the three accused was never 
indemnity for his death and an- corroborated by even a single wit- 


‘other P50,000 in moral damages. ness,” Yadao said in her decision. 
Court records showed that the Quoting a previous Supreme = 
accused, armed with an impro- Court ruling, Yadao added, “De- 


vised handgun, a samurai sword, nial, if unsubstantiated by clear 
a lead pipe, and a cal. .38 re- and convincing evidence, is a neg- 


volver, attacked Prasmo “with an ative self-serving assertion which 
intent to kill” in front ofhis wife. deserves no weight in law.” 
Erlinda, Prasmo's wife, toldthe According to the judge, the 


court that she and her husband court could not accept Antonio's 
were walking on A. Bonifacio plea of self-defense, considering 


Street in Barangay Sta. Lucia, No- that the number of wounds sus- 

valiches at around 6 p.m. on tained by Prasmo “showed that f 
March 2, 2002 when the four his act was no longer an act of em 

men attacked the victim. self-defense but a determined ef- 3 


Prasmo later died at the Far fort to kill” the victim. 
Eastern University hospitaldueto A medico-legal report showed 


“hemorrhagic shockasaresultof that Prasmo's body had 10 
a gunshot wound of the thorax wounds, including contusions 
and abdomen.” and fractures in the neck, head, 
Antonio denied he attacked abdomen, arms and legs. e 


Singson son hurt in fight 


By Kri divider which separated the com- 

puters. Singson, who was waiting 
‘THE SON OF FORMER ILOCOS for a friend, was leaning on the 
Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit" Singson divider and watching the suspect, 
tooka beating from two unidenti- identified only as Mr. Chen, who 
fied men in an Internet café on was playing video games. 


eee PSBank is now 162 branches strong 
Serre with 12 new branches for you. 


Geminer Tingne of the Pasig City to a heated exchange between the 5 À š 

police, said Randolf Singson, 43, two men which turned into a fight. Araneta Center - New Frontier e Gil Puyat - Edison * Harrison Plaza: PSBank 

sustained bruises and woundson Another man, said to be Chen's * Marikina - Riverbanks * Isabela - Cauayan * Parañaque - La Huerta * 

his face and body. friend, allegedly helped him beat Quezon City - Matalino + San Andres - Adriatico * Tarlac - Capas Po brhie SAVINGS DANE 
‘Tingne said the incident oc- up Singson. The two men then © Tuguegarao * Vigan * Ormoc 

curred after one of the suspects left the Internet shop. Singson, 


‘was irked by Singson who was was taken to the Rizal Medical Member ofthe PDIC. Maximum Deposit Insurance for Each Depositor P230,000. 
‘drumming his fingers on top ofa Center for treatment. 


\20) 


MY SOURCES IN BASILAN iden- 
tify at least two persons who al- 
legedly beheaded and mutilated 
the dead Marines who were am- 
bushed by Moro rebels and the 
men of former Gov. and now Rep. 
Wahab Akbar. 

‘The culprits are reportedly two 
henchmen of Albarka Mayor 
Karam Jakilan. Jakilan is Akbar’s 
close associate, according to my 
sources. 

One of them is allegedly a for- 
mer detainee charged with mur- 
der, extortion and kidnapping. 

‘The men reportedly killed an 
imam whose death was blamed 
on the Marines. They suspected 
the imam of being an informer of 
the Marines, say my sources. 

No amount of money that Ce- 
buRep. Pablo Garcia reportedly 
distributed to some of his col- 


METROBRIEFS | 
6,000 jobs up for grabs 


AROUND 6,000 jobs are up for 
‘grabs in the job fair organized by the 
Marikina City government for its 
residents on July 28 at the Marikina 
Sports Park. In a statement yester- 
day, the city's Public Information Of- 
fice said the job fair spearheaded by 
the Public Employment Service Of- 
fice is part of Mayor Marides Fer- 
nando's “Two Jobs, One Family” 
program which aims to ensure that 
at least two members of a family are 
‘employed. Fernando said having 
two members with jobs in a family 
guarantees that the entire family's 
needs will be adequately met. Those 
who wish to participate in the job 
{air must be at least 18 years old and 
a high school graduate, the PIO 
sald. Representatives from direct 
hire firms and local and overseas 
employment agencies will conduct 
Interviews on site. 

Kristine L. Alave 


Thanks, but no thanks 
NAVOTAS Mayor Toby Tiangco is no 
longer looking forward to the com- 
pletion of the P4 bilion mega dike 
project being touted as the solution 
to the perennial problem of flooding 
inthe Camanava (Caloocan, Mal- 
abon, Navotas, Valenzuela) area. “We 
can no longer wait and l'm no longer 
interested in the mega dike,” Tiangco 
said. The flood control project being 
funded by the Japan Bank for Inter- 
national Cooperation is a program of 
the Department of Public Works and 
Highways, Initially scheduled for 
completion last March, it was intend- 
‘ed to improve the flood control and 
drainage system in the Camanava 
area, Tiangco, however, said that the 
city government now has 17 pump- 
ing stations “which has reduced 
flooding in several areas in the cy.” 
“it might help but we don't need it as 
much as we used to,” he added, re- 
{erring tothe dike project. 


Nancy C. Carvajal 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


Beheaders of Marines identified 


leagues got him the position of 
Speaker. 

It was Garcia's money 
against the charisma of Pan- 
gasinan Rep. Jose de Venecia. 

Garcia was not even nomi- 
nated by any of the congress- 
men who became beneficiaries 
of his “rain of money” as a Lu- 
zon lawmaker described the al- 
leged vote-buying. 

The Cebu congressman al- 
legedly distributed P500,000 
each to some lawmakers with a 
promise of P1 million more if 
he got elected as Speaker. 

Now, where did all that mon- 
ey come from? 

Some people point to the 81- 
year-old congressman's son, 
Winston Garcia, general man- 
ager of the Government Service 
Insurance System (GSIS). 

Evenifit's not true, the suspi- 


cion is there. 

After all, where there's 
smoke there's fire. 

It's high time the young Gar- 
cia was replaced as chief of the 
big money-making govern- 
ment-controlled corporation in 
order to avoid such suspicions 
in the future. 

‘The Court of Appeals (CA) re- 
cently met en banc to discuss 
‘whether or not to recall to Manila all 
the justices assigned in its branches 
in Cebu and Cagayan de Oro City 


It’s time those justices were re- 
assigned to Manila to erase the 
stigma of corruption attached to 
the two CA branches. 

Itis said that some justices in the 
two CA branches, especially those 
in Cebu, have been selling their de- 
cisions on temporary restraining 
orders to litigants who can afford 
topay the “correct price.” 

My sources in Cebu say thatthe 
lawyer-son of a prominent retired 
magistrate acts as a middleman 
between some Cebu CA justices 
and wealthy litigants. 

The Presidential Anti-Smug- 

ing Group (PASG) is not get- 
ting cooperation from some 
personnel at the Bureau of Cus- 
toms. 

PASG chief Antonio Villar, 
who has the rank of undersec- 
retary, wrote Customs Commis- 


sioner Napoleon Morales to 
complain about the refusal of 
some of the latter's men to give 
his office assistance. 

On July 14, PASG agents i 
tercepted two container vans 
‘coming from the piers that they 
suspected contained highly-du- 
tiable cargoes that were under- 
valued. 

The PASG agents sought the 
help of customs personnel but 
were allegedly rebuffed. 

‘They were identified as Cus- 
toms Policeman Jimmy de 
Leon, lawyer Floro Galixian and 
Maj. Isabelo Tibayan. 

The three men, according to 
Villar, refused to receive the 
apprehended vans for safe- 
keeping. 

Tibayan, deputy customs po- 
lice chief, is the son of a broker 
who handles the importation of 


THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2007 


highly-taxable luxury cars. 

He is also a nephew of a for- 
mer top customs official. 

My source at the Bureau of 
Food and Drugs (BFAD) says the 
agency is checking on whether 
the following candies have fo 
malin: Kalaman-C mint, Ken 
White Rabbit _buttertoffee, 
Tamarind Deliciosa,  Vi-Va 
Caramel Sweets, Blast Menthol, 1 
Love You, Remember Me, Only 
You, Let’s Have a Date, I'm Sorry 
and Do You Love Me candies. 

They are manufactured bya lo- 
cal confectionery that imports 
White Rabbit from China which 
was found by BFAD to have for- 
malin. 

The chemical is used for em- 
balming purposes and is also uti- 
lized to prolong the shelf life of 
some food. 


Court asked to appoint guardian for MJ 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


CITING SEVERAL INSTANCES 
pointing to signs of their father's 
alleged mental illness, the chil- 
dren of Mark Jimenez have asked 
a Taguig City court to formally 
designate a guardian to take care 
and watch over the former Mani- 
Ja congressman. 

The children also asked the 
court to declare Jimenez, a.k.a. 
Mario Batacan Crespo, as “men- 
tally incompetent and incapaci- 
tated.” 

In their 13-page petition filed 
‘Tuesday, Virgilio Crespo and Ma. 
Carolina Fah said they want Ma. 
Aleli Pansacola to be appointed as 
their father’s legal guardian 

Pansacola is Jimenez’s first 
wife, with whom he has seven 
children. Caroi Castañeda, 


Jimenez’s estranged live-in part- 
ner, has filed a petition for a tem- 
porary protection order against 
him. 

Crespo described Pansacola, 
his mother, as “the most balanced 
of us all” who could take care of 
Jimenez. 

Frank Chavez, Jimenez’s 
lawyer, meanwhile, accused his 
clients children of being after 
their father’s wealth. 

“The guardianship petition... is 
in reality a devious ploy to divest 
MJ Gimenez’s initials) of his 
properties. The children want to 
take over MJ's money,” Chavez 
said in a statement. 

Crespo, however, clarified that 
the petition for guardianship is 
only over Jimenez’s person, and 
does not cover his estate and 
properties. 


Pay P2M to victims’ family, 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE COURT OF APPEALS HAS 
ordered the Manila Electric Co. 
(Meralco) to pay over P2 million 
in damages to the family of two 
brothers who were electrocuted 
in 1999. 

In its July 19 decision, the 
court said the power firm failed 
to act promptly on the com- 
plaint filed by Honorio Lopez Sr. 
that the power lines in his yard 
were grounded which led to the 
death of his sons Honorio Jr. and 
Eduardo. 

‘The decision affirmed the 2003 
ruling of the Malolos Regional Tri- 
al Court which found Meralco li- 
able for the death of the brothers. 


“The Court is convinced that it 
was Meralco’s failure to promptly 
act on the complaint of Lopez Sr, 
which brought about the tragic in- 
cident which caused the untimely 
death of his two sons on Aug. 4, 
1999,” the court ruling said. 

Honorio Jr. was electrocuted as 
he was hanging wet rags and 
sacks on a clothesline. His broth- 
er, Eduardo, rushed to his aid, but 
also died. 

Prior to the incident, their fa- 
ther went to Meralco office twice 
to complain about the sudden in- 
crease in his electric billing for 
July 1999, which he believed was 
caused by the grounding of the 
electrical facilities in his house. 

Meralco, for its part, contend- 


‘The petition is set to be raffled 
today to a family court in Taguig 
City 

Crespo added that he and his 
siblings are not aware of all of 
Jimenez’s properties, emphasiz- 
ing that the guardianship petition 
is not a ploy to gain control of his 
father's wealth. 

“Our main emphasis, really, is 
for our dad to get medical treat- 
ment for his condition. This has 
been a long time in the making,” 
Jimenez’s son said. 

‘The 13-page petition cited 27 
instances of the former congress- 
man’s alleged “very disturbing 
and dangerous behavior,” mostly 
incidents of physical, emotional 
and mental abuse he allegedly in- 
flicted upon Castañeda, Pansaco- 
Ja, and his children with his two 
partners. 


Meralco told 


ed that the brothers’ death was 
due to their parents’ negligence 
and lack of foresight, considering 
that one end of the clothesline 
was tied to a steel bar protruding 
from an unfinished hollow block 
fence, and the other to a pole 
where their electric meter was in- 
stalled 

But the appellate court said 
that even if Meralco had sent one 
of its personnel to check Honorio 
Sx’s meter, and the personnel 
found nothing wrong with it, the 
action taken by the company on 
the “valid and well-founded com- 
plaint” was insufficient. 

It branded as “lame” Meralco's 
argument that it was only sup- 
posed to check the electric meter. 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


A QUEZON CITY COUNCILOR 
yesterday urged the police to 
create a task force that would 
thoroughly investigate the 
murder of barangay Chair Ron- 
nie Sikat on Monday night. 

“Owing to the grisly circum- 
stances behind the death of the 
barangay captain which re- 
mains unsolved and has caused 
undue distress, tension and 
confusion among the residents 
of Barangay Central, Task 
Force Ronnie is called to help 
solve this heinous crime,” 
Councilor Edcel Lagman Jr 
said in a resolution he filed on 
Tuesday. 


Mastermind 

Lagman said the Quezon City 
government strongly condemns 
the “barbaric act” and vowed to 
leave no table unturned in de- 
termining the mastermind of 
the senseless killing. 

“In her State of the Nation 
‘Address, President Macapagal- 
Arroyo herself mentioned the 
need to give the toughest pun- 
ishment to lawless elements, 
especially those who murder 
elected public officials,” the 
councilor said. 


Aid 
He also urged Mayor Feli- 
ciano Belmonte Jr. to grant 


Set up task force to probe 
OC official’s slay, says dad 


Sikat’s family P50,000 in finan- 
cial assistance in recognition of 
his immense contributions to 
barangay governance. 


Long service 

“The late barangay captain 
was one of the longest-serving 
elected public servants of 
Barangay Central, having 
served the area for 13 years 
straight,” Lagman said. 

Sikat, 40, was shot seven 
times in front of his con- 
stituents by a still unidentified 
armed man. 

The incident happened as 
the barangay captain was pre- 
siding over the weekly “Ug- 
nayan sa Barangay” forum last 
Monday. 

Tt took place at around 7:45 
p.m. inside the barangay multi- 
purpose hall at the corner of 
Quezon Avenue and Agham | 
Road. a 


Lookouts 

The suspect approached 
Sikat and shot him with a 45 
cal. pistol while two other men 
served as lookouts. 

The gunman then fled on 
foot while his companions 
boarded a passenger jeepney 
bound for the Quezon City 
Hall. 

Police said they have 
launched a manhunt for the 
suspects. 


z 
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URCANGY ANNOUNCEMENT 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION: 30 SEPTEMBER 2007 


Duty Station 
Dhaka, Bangladesh 


Qualifications and Experiences: 


Duration of Assionment 
Director General 04 (Four) Years 
Duties and Responsibilities 
The Director General of CIRDAP in accordance | 
with the mandate given by the Governing Council > 
TGC) is responsible for carrying out tne following | 
functions and responsibilies 
> Acis as the legal and official 
representative of CIRDAP. 
> Directs the work of CIRDAP in 
‘accordance with the policies, decisions 
and Programme of Work and Budget 
(PWB) adopted by the GC, and under 
the guidance ofthe Executive Commitee 
EC) 
‘Submits the following to the GC at each | 
regular session through the EC: 
i an annual report on the work of 
CIRDAP: 
1. audited accounts for the previous | 
Biennium: and 
fi, a draft programme of work of 
CIRDAP and a draft budget of 
CIRDAP for the following biennium 
Convenes the sessions ofthe Governing 
Sounel (SC, he Executive Cormites 
(EC) and ihe Technical Commitee (TC), 
{and all other meetings of CIRDAP: 
Provides the Secretariat for such 
meetings and participates in those 
meetings. 
Appoints the Deputy Director General 
‘and other stafl members of CIRDAP in| Age: 
‘accordance with the policies and general | 
Standards and guidelines laid down by) Should be between 45 to 56 years (age not to | 
the GC. ‘exceed 56 years on the date of assuming the 
Establishes, the conditions, of| post ie. 6 July 2008) | 
employment of the staff subject 
‘approval of the GC. M Application to be sent to: 
Provides leadership in raising funds to 
support CIRDAP programmes and 
promotes close relationship withthe IRD 
Fatwork countries, donor countries and 


Advance University degree with | 
‘specialization in studies and research 
Work related to rural development 
(RO) and poverty alleviation (PA). 


Must be proficient in English both | 
written and spoken. 


Twenty years of experience in position | 
of decision making in academic! 
nalionalinternational organzatons, 
Including at least seven years 

level experience in the feid of rural 
development and poverty alleviation. 


Should have sufficient background 
and experience in taking leadership 
in analyzing the dynamics of RD and 
PA policies and plans at the national 
International levels in respect of 
Training, Research, Experimentation, 
Evaluation and Implementation. 


Citizenship: 


‘Should be a citizen of CIRDAP Member Country 


the 


‘Aplications should be sent by the applicant 
{the Orica of the Undersecretary for Support 
Serene, Department of Again Reka, 
vrkcounifs, donor counties and Etipteal Road, Biman, Quezon GIy on oF 
agencies and oiner institutions or| petore 30 September 2007. 


Level D-2, Step 1 carries a salary of USS 38,741 per annum plus other allowances ike Contributory | 
Provident Fund; Group Life insurance, Group Accident Insurance, Group Sickness insurance 
‘Scheme, Chidren Education Grant @ US$ 600 per child per year for 2 maximum of three chidren; 
‘Supplementary Hospitalization Assurance Policy for tne spouse and a maximum of three children: 
Home Leave and Travel for Self and Family Members up to a maximum of five adut fare; fully 
furnished residence at approved monthly rent ceiling, one Chauffer driven car including the 
expenditure of PO.L.; Maintenance of Fumiture; Electricty and Water Bils; Telephone for official 
‘Use: one Cook-Bearer and one Watchperson. 


LETE 


Ombudsman OKs filing of illegal 
detention raps vs Jaylo, 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


CHARGES ARE SET TO BE FILED 
again against controversial former 
police official Reynaldo Jaylo who 
was convicted for the 1990 killing of 
three suspected drug dealers last 
May. 

Ombudsman Merceditas Gutierrez 
yesterday approved the filing of crimi- 
nal charges against Jaylo and 12 mem- 
bers of the defunct Antitllegal Re- 
cruitment Task Force (AIRTF) for the 
illegal detention and arrest of a travel 
agency operator in September 2005. 
Jaylo used to head the task force. 

The recommendation to charge 
Jaylo and his companions with 
usurpation of authority and serious il- 
legal detention was made by the De- 


partment of Justice. 

‘To be charged with Jaylo are for- 
mer police official Lucio Margallo, 
SPO1 Romero Noriega, PO1 James 
Pineda, a certain PO3 E Ponce, POS 
Francisco Quito, PO2 Geronimo 
Opelac, Pfc William Valenzona, Cres- 
encion’ Cabasal, Rodolfo Sosa, 
Rosauro Dalisay, Nicasio Ramoran 
and Dorvin Peña. 

Margallo and Jaylo, along with the 
late Sen. Robert Barbers and Manila 
Mayor Alfredo Lim, were collectively 
known as the “Four Aces” when they 
were among the top officials of the 
Manila Police District. 

‘The case against Jaylo and his com- 
panions was based on the complaint 
filed by Kenneth Banzon's wife, Mon- 
aliza, at the National Bureau of Inves- 


12 others 


tigation. Banzon, senior vice presi- 
dent of Filipinas-Global Travel and 
‘Tours Corp., was suspected of being 
an illegal recruiter. 

Monaliza accused the task force 
operatives of arresting her husband 
without an arrest warrant and hold- 
ing him for more than three days in 
the AIRTF office at Rizal Memorial 
Complex in Manila. 

In her ruling, Gutierrez said Ban- 
zon's detention was “way beyond” 
the officials’ authority to operate 
since the policemen arrested Banzon 
on Sept. 27, 2005, two months after 
the task force “ceased to exist. 

‘The Inquinen tried to reach Jaylo 
through his cellular phone for com- 
ment, but the calls were not re- 
turned. 


Vice mayor returns to childhood haunt, 
leads clean-up campaign at Manila pier 


By Allison W. Lopez 


HE USED TO SWIM WITH TRASH. 
Now he's helping clean it up. 

Manila Vice Mayor Isko Moreno, 
the “poor boy from Tondo,” returned 
yesterday to his childhood play- 
ground at Pier 2 in North Harbor, this 
time, to lead around 300 civic and 
government volunteers in removing 
garbage from the site. 

“ies a good start for everybody who 
lives in the pier area because it means 
you take care of your own space, ” he 
said. “Paano mo lilinisin ang labas ng ba- 
hay mo kung yung loob marumi (How 
can you dean the area outside your 


house ifit is diny inside)?" he said. 

The Pier 2 Clean-up Day was part 
of the 75th anniversary celebration of 
shipping company Negros Naviga- 
tion, and organized by its parner 
AnakTV. 

‘AnaKTV president Edgardo Roces 
said they had invited the 32-year-old 
former actor as their “clean-up mar- 
shal” because they heard he used to 
retrieve bottles in the area in his 
youth. 

“My father was a stevedore here. 
We also sold trash collected at the 
pier” he said. 

Despite growing up in poverty, 
Moreno fondly recalled swimming in 


Manila Bay with his playmates. 

‘According to Negros Navigation 
president Jun O. Tagud, the cleanup at 
Manila Bay was aimed at instilling 
creased environment consciousness- 
among residents of nearby communi- 
ties, and the clean-up participants. 

‘Among those who helped in the 
drive were Manila Mayor Alfredo 
Lim, representatives from the Philip- 
pine Coast Guard, Bureau of Jail 
Management and Penology, Philip- 
pine Ports Authority, National Police 
Commission, Maritime Industry Au- 
thority, Soka Gakkai Intemational, 
and the Parents-Teachers Association 
of Rosauro Almario School. 
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US accuses Iran of supporting Iraqi militias 


BAGHDAD—THE UNITED STATES AC- 
cused Iran in talks on Tuesday of increas- 
ing support for militias involved in 
bloodshed in Iraq but, in a rare sign of 
cooperation, agreed with Tehran to set 
upa panel to improve security. 

In their second round of talks on Iraq this 
year after a long diplomatic freeze, US Am- 
bassador to Iraq Ryan Crocker said he also 
challenged Iran over its suspected support 
for other radical groups in the Middle East 
such as Hamas and Hezbollah. Iran rejected 


Russia, 
Britain row 
over spy 
escalates 


MOSCOW—RUSSIAN PRESIDENT 
Vladimir Putin on Tuesday denounced 
Britain for making insulting demands 
that betrayed outdated colonial think- 
ing, in comments likely to escalate a row 
over the murder of Alexander Litvi- 
nenko. 

Britain and Russia have each expelled 
four diplomats in a spat over the murder 
and Moscow's refusal to extradite the 
chief suspect in the case. 

“What they propose is an obvious ves- 
tige of colonial thinking," Putin was 
shown saying on Russian state televi- 
sion. 

“They must have clearly forgotten that 
Britain is no longer a colonial power, 
there are no colonies left and, thank 
God, Russia has never been a British 
colony,” Putin said 

Britain has demanded Moscow extra- 
dite Russian businessman Andrei Lugov- 
oy so that he can be put on trial in Lon- 
don for Litvinenko's murder. 

Russia has refused, citing its constitu- 
tion, which forbids the extradition of 
Russian citizens. 

“They should better change their 
brains than our constitution,” Putin said 
at a meeting with youth organizations in 
Zavidovo, some 120 kilometers north- 
‘west of Moscow. 

Shown wearing an open shirt and 
Jeans and sitting surrounded by youth 
activists, a stern Putin used highly force- 
ful Russian and sometimes seemed an- 
gry, almost spitting out the word 
“brains.” 

‘Asked for a reaction to Putin’s com- 
ments, a Foreign Office spokesperson in 
London told Reuters: “We continue to 
look for a willingness from the Russian 
authorities to work constructively with 
us to bring this crime, committed in the 
UK, to justice in a British court.” Russia's 
relations with Britain have been exacer- 
bated by Britain's hosting of anti-Kremlin 
émigrés wanted by Moscow. 

They include London-based billion- 
aire businessman Boris Berezovsky, who 
has accused Putin of being behind the 
murder. 

The Kremlin has called those allega- 
tions nonsense. 

British courts have refused to extra- 
dite Berezovsky to Moscow. 

“They in London have 30 persons hid- 
ing who are wanted by our law enforce- 
ment bodies for committing grave and 
especially serious crimes,” Putin said. 
“But London doesn't give a damn and 
gives refuge to people accused of com- 
mitting especially serious crimes. 

“and meanwhile they apply tougher 
standards to the others, including us. 
This includes handing out recommenda- 
tions, which I think are insulting to our 
nation, to amend the constitution.” Putin 
last week appeared to be playing down 
what he branded a “mini-crisis” with 
London saying he hoped the problems 
could be overcome. Reuters 
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all ofthe accusations, he said. 

“We expressed concems over Iranian ac- 
tivities and support of violent militia ek 
ments through both arming and training, 
he said after meeting Iranian Ambassador 
Hassan Kazemi-Qomi. 

“The fact is, and we made it very clear in 
todays talks, that over the roughly two 
months we have actually seen milita-relat- 
ed activities that can be attributed to Irani- 
an support go up and not down.” Crocker 
said Iran agreed in principle to join a new 


trilateral security sub-committee to investi- 
gate issues such as support for extremist 
militias and al-Qaida in Iraq. Details will be 
worked out in the next few days, he said. 
“They maintain they're serious about as- 
sisting Iraq to improve security and stability, 
0 the opportunity isin front of them. Well 
measure it by actions on the ground,” Crocker 
said, speaking later to reporters by telephone. 
iS President George W Bush, faced with 
a new opinion poll showing anti-war senti- 
ment on the rise, on Tuesday ratcheted up 


his efforts to link the US-led fight in Iraq to 
the broader battle against al-Qaida. 

Bush cited newly declassified intelligence 
as he gave an impassioned response to criti- 
‘ism that the US focus on Iraq has become a 
distraction from the wider war on terrorism. 

“Al-Qaida in Iraq is a group founded by 
foreign terrorists, led largely by foreign ter- 
rorists and loyal to a foreign terrorist lead- 
er: Osama bin Laden,” Bush told an audi- 
ence at an air force base in Charleston, 
South Carolina 


‘TSUNAMI DRILL. Residents and forei 


n tourists “evacuate” during a tsunami warning drill at a beach in Phuket, on July 
25. Rescuers on speedboats plucked tourists out of the sea as sirens blared on Thailand's sun-drenched beaches in the first 
full-scale test of the country’s tsunami warning system. 
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Support for terrorism declining 
among Muslims, says US survey 


WASHINGTON—FULLY 70 PERCENT 
of Palestinians believe suicide bombing 
is justified but support for terrorism is 
falling in the wider Muslim world, ac- 
cording to a comprehensive US survey 
released on Tuesday. 

‘The Pew Research Center said its annual 
“Global Attitudes” report also showed that 
the United States’ image in Mustim-majori 
ty countries remains “abysmal,” and that 
solid majorities see Washington as a mili- 
tary threat. 

Support for terrorist tactics has fallen in 
seven of the eight countries polled on that 
‘question since 2002, the Washington-based 
‘group said. 


In Lebanon, those believing that suicide 
bombing is justified often or sometimes has 
slumped from 74 percent five years ago to 
34 percent now. In Pakistan, where Islamist 
violence has surged, the figure is just 9 per- 
cent 

In parallel, the Pew group reported 

ge drops in support for Osama bin 
Laden,” the al-Qaida founder blamed for 
the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks on the United 
States. 

It cited Jordan, where 
Muslims who have “con 
Laden as a world leader” has slumped 36 
percentage points since 2003. 


he percentage of 


cent said suicide bombing was justified of- 
ten, and 29 percent said sometimes. Just 6 
percent said it was never justified, by far the 
smallest proportion of the places polled. 

“Acceptance of extreme terrorist tactics 
in the Palestinian territories is remarkably 
uniform across major demographic 
groups,” including women, the young and 
the old, and those less religiously minded, 
Pew said 

‘Across the Muslim world, majorities fret 
that the United States could become a mili- 
tary threat to their country, including 93 
percent of Bangladeshis, 77 percent of peo- 
ple in Nato ally Turkey, and 73 percent of 
Pakistanis AFP 


In Iraq, a suicide car bomber killed 26 + 
people and wounded 70 on Tuesday in a 
crowded market near a maternity hospital 
in the Shiite town of Hilla, 100 kilometers 
south of Baghdad, police said. 

Washington has accused Shiite Muslim 
Iran of fomenting violence in Iraq through 
support for Shiite Muslim militias. 

Tran denies the charges and blames the 
2003 US-led invasion for the bloodshed be- 
tween Iraq's Shiite majority and Sunni Arab 
minority. Reuters 


More flights 
cancelled 
in Brazil 


SAO PAULO—MORE THAN HALF OF 
all flights in Brazil were delayed or can- 
celed on Tuesday for the third straight 
day as the country's air crisis deepened 
following a deadly crash last week and a 
major radar outage. 

Brazil's airports authority, Infraero, said 
590 lights were delayed nationwide and 
298 more were canceled by the evening, 
further angering travelers who have al- 
ready been subjected to repeated disrup- 
tions in the past 10 months. 

“Tve been tying to get home for a 
week,” Graca Ribeiro, an engineer from 
the Amazon city of Belem, shouted as she 
waited at Rio de Janeiro’s intemational 
airport. “I haven't been able to go to work 
and have had to pay for a hotel out of my 
own pocket.” The chaos raised tension at 
airports around the country. In Rio, pas- 
sengers protested the delays by donning 
red clown noses. In the northeastern city of 
Fortaleza, a group of irate travelers 
stormed the tarmac and occupied a plane 
until being removed by police, local radio 
reported. 

Gol Linhas Aereas, the country’s No. 2 
airline, responded to the turmoil on ‘Tues 
day by urging passengers to postpone trav- 
el plans until next Monday, when it will 
unveil a revamped route network. 

Most of the delays and cancellations 
happened in the business capital Sao 
Paulo, where heavy rains on Monday and 
thick fog on Tuesday forced authorities to 
close Congonhas airport for hours at a 
time, setting off a ripple-effect of disrup- 
tions at other airports. 

The aviation authority ANAC prohibited 
the sale of tickets for flights leaving from 
Congonhas, the country’s busiest airport, 
until traffic normalized. It also limited 
long-distance flights out of Congonhas. 

TAM Linhas Aereas, the No.1 airline, 
suspended ticket sales until Thursday for 
flights to and from Congonhas and Sao 
Paulo's international airport Guarulhos. 

The downpours caused a small mud- 
slide on the edge of the airfield at Con- 
gonhas that spilled over onto a highway 
that provides access to the terminal. 

Reuters 


Influential psychologist Albert Ellis dies at 93 


NEW YORK—ALBERT ELLIS, ONE OF 
the most provocative figures in mod 
psychology and the founder of a 
renowned psychotherapy institute, has 
died at age 93. 

He died from kidney and heart failure af- 
tera long illness, said his wife, Debbie Joffe 
Ells. 

“He helped countless people, and a large 
number of people he helped now help other 
people,” she said. “And in that, there's no 
question that he has influenced the world in 
an intensely positive way. In this crazy vi 
Jent world, he was a compass for ruth.” 

In the 1950s, Ellis invented what he 
called rational emotive behavior therapy, or 
REBT, which stresses that patients can 
improve their lives by taking control of self- 
defeating thoughts, feelings and behaviors. 


His work, along with that of others includ- 
ing Dr. Aaron Beck, is considered the foun 
dation of cognitive behavior thera 

“We all owe a great debt to Dr Ellis,” said 
Robert O'Connell, executive director of the 
Albert Ellis Institute, which is located on 
Manhattan's Upper East Side. “His students 
and clients will remember him for his 
tremendous insight and dedication as a 
psychotherapist.” 

A 1982 survey of clinical psychologists 
ranked Ellis as the No. 2 most influential in 

head of 

Rogers, founder of humanistic psychology. 

In recent years, Elis had been slowed by 
illness and controversy. He nearly died from 
an infection in 2003, and last year he came 
down with 

Ellis also was involved in legal battles 


WWW. BREITLING.COM 


with the institute he founded more than 
four decades ago, accusing its board of im- 
properly removing him and canceling his 
popular Friday seminars. The board said 
the ouster was done out of economic neces 
sity 

Last year, a New York judge ruled that 
the board had wrongly removed Ellis with- 
‘out proper notice and reinstated him. He 
returned to the institute in June, O'Connell 
said. 

Though the fight saddened Ellis deeply 
and he said the institute refused to let him 
teach there, he reinstated his Friday night 
workshops in the building next door, his 
wife said. 

“Nothing stopped him,” she said. “Wher- 
ever he had an opportunity to contribute, 
he did, no marter the circumstances” AP 
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INSTRUMENTS FOR PROFESSIONALS™ 


YOUNG women cool off in a fountain as temperatures reached 40 degrees Celsius in Belgrade on July 25. 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


BUILDINGS and vehicles are immersed in floodwater, near Tewkesbury England. Thousands 
muras of homes have already been evacuated because of flooding. 


Heat wave kills 500; Britain flooded 


BUDAPEST—UP TO 500 PEOPLE ARE ESTIMATED TO 
have died across Hungary last week, partly due to a heat 
wave gripping central and southeast Europe, Hungarian 
medical officials said on Tuesday. 


Record-breaking high temperatures 
also killed 12 Romanians, one man in 
Macedonia and another man on the is- 
land of Corfu, officials said, while fire- 
fighters, soldiers and volunteers battled 
wildfires across a tinderbox southeast- 
em Europe. 

In southern Italy, thousands of 
tourists were trapped on beaches in the 
Puglia region as a fast-moving bush fire 
forced people from campsites and ho- 
tels to run for their lives. At least two 
people have died, local authorities said. 

Britain, however, was experiencing 
what many said was the worst summer 
in living memory. Emergency workers 


fought to hold back overflowing rivers 
as the worst floods in 60 years engulfed 
towns and villages, mainly in central 
England 

‘The worst toll appeared to come from 
Hungary which said the heat wave, 
touching 41.9 Celsius in one part of the 
country may have contributed to the 
early deaths last week of 500 people. 

Scorching temperatures across in 
France in 2003 led to the early deaths of 
15,000 mainly elderly people. 

“In this period, in the central area of 
Hungary ... this (heat) contributed to 
the premature death of 230 more peo- 
ple which (extrapolated) to a national 


level means about 500 deaths,” said the 
National Institute of Environmental 
Health. 

In Puglia, emergency services used 
patrol boats and helicopters to whisk 
some 4,000 holidaymakers and resi- 
dents to safety, media reported. 

‘Many had rushed to the beach in 
bathing suits, leaving all belongings be- 
hind. The fire spread quickly, threaten- 
ing hotels and holiday villages, port po- 
lice said. The nationalities of those in- 
volved were not immediately clear. 

Scientists blamed the heavy rains in 

tain on the jetstream, a fast-moving 
air current that is more southerly than 
usual this year, bringing with it stormy 
weather. 

“Extreme events such as we have seen 
in recent weeks herald the specter of cli- 
mate change and it would be irresponsi- 
ble to imagine that they won't become 
more frequent,” Nick Reeves, executive 


director of The Chartered Institution of 
Water and Environmental Manage- 
ment, a scientific group, said. 

But Alastair Borthwick, an engineer- 
ing professor at Oxford University, said 
there was not enough data to judge 
whether climate change was a factor in 
the flooding. 

Serbia battled 50 forest fires on 
what meteorologists predicted would 
be the hottest day of the year, with the 
temperature topping 43 degrees Cel- 
sius. 

In Romania, the new deaths pushed 
the toll from the heat wave up to 30, and 
19,000 people have been admitted to 
hospitals in the region's second devas- 
tating hot spell this year. 

More than 35 people died in Roma- 
nia, Turkey and Greece in June when 
the mercury shot up to 46 Celsius. 

Forests in Bosnia, Serbia, Montene- 
gro, Macedonia, Bulgaria and Greece 


have been ravaged by flames this week, 
blamed on record-high temperaturés af- 
ter the dry winter. 

In Macedonia temperatures hit an all- 
time record of 45 degrees, and many 
parts of the country had no power. 

In Bosnia, the town of Citluk, the 
‘Adriatic port of Neum and the mountain 
town of Visegrad declared states of 
emergency. 

There were 18 fires burning in Ser- 
bia’s Kosovo province, and, police, 
forestry officials and soldiers from the 
resident Nato-led peacekeeping force 
KFOR battled flames. 

In Athens, Greeks and tourists walked 
with umbrellas and newspapers cover- 

ing their heads. Many flocked to nearby 
beaches. 

“Ies like having a sauna without hav- 
ing.to pay, a free sauna from God,” a 
woman shopping in Athens told Reuters 
W Reuters 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The PHILIPPINE ECONOMIC ZONE AUTHORITY — BATAAN ECONOMIC ZONE 

(PEZA-BEZ), through iis Corporata Budget for the CY 2007 intends to apply the 

Sum of (1) Php 5,385,148:62 and (2) Php 4,073,398.30 being Ihe Approved 

Budget for the Contract (ABC) to payments under the contract for tne (1) BEZ 

Grounds and Facilities Maintenance and (2) Operations and Maintenance 

‘of BEZ Waterworks and Sewerage Collection System for the 
respeclvly located st BEZ, Marvel, Bataan. Bids received 
iC shal be automaticaly rejected at Bid Opening 

‘The PEZA-BEZ now invites sealed Bids from Eligible Bidders for Ihe above 

mentioned contrans as described below 

‘Briet Description: Supply ol Leor. Equipment and Superson 

1. BEZ Grounds and Facies Manianance 

Noof PersonnolWorkers 
“rity Eh (38) 


Contract Duration 


Delivery Period 
Gna (1J calendar yr. 


wih 15 calendar days 
‘er Notice 1o Proceed 
2, Operation and Maintenance ol BEZ Walenworks & Sewerage Colecton Sysiem 
No.of PersonneliWorkers Contract Duration Delivery Period 
“Twenty ive (25) Ono(ijcaiendaryr. with 15 calendar days 
Ser Note 19 Procad 
The doscriplion of an eligible bidder is contained in Secon Il of the Biking 
Documents, INSTRUCTION TO BIDDERS (ITB). 


iden wil be conducted trough open compatiie bidding procedures using non- 
‘lerationary ‘passfal”crtara as epectied 1n the Implementing Rules and 
Reguatons Par A (IRR-A) of Republe Act 9184 (R.A 9164), oiherwiso known 25 
the Govorrmant Procurement Reform Act, and is rasticied 1o Fipnocitzensscle 
propritorshin, organizators vain at ast sity percent (60%) narest or outstanding 
apt stocks belonging to ciizons o Ie Pretppinas, or lo czens cf or erganizaions 
fa country ine la or regulacns of which grant similar rghts or pneleges to 
Filipino citizens, pursuant to Republic Act 3183 (RA. 5183) and subject lo 
Commonweais Act 138 (C.A. 138). Only ids from Bidders who pass te eigbiy 
‘heck wil ba opened. The proces for te eigibbty check Is described in Secton I 
Of ine Bidding Documents. 178. The bidder wih the Lowest Calvi Sts (LCB) 
Shall acvance to the post-quallication stage in order 1o finally delermine 
fesponsivaness ofthe bid o lechnical and inania requirements o! the project The 
Contract shati en be avarded tothe Lowest Calcuated and Responsive Bidder 
(CCR) who was determined as such during Ine post-quakicaton procedure. 
Interested bidders may obiain further Information trom PEZA-BEZ and inspect 
the Bing Documants at the address given below from 800 a.m. 10 5:00 pm 
Mondays Io Fridays 
A compiste set of Bicing Documents may be purchasad by Interested Bidders 
from diy 28 1o August 03. 2007, 8-00 a.m to 5-00 p.m, from the address below 
upon submission of a Letter of intent (LOI) and a ceriied copy o! their G-EPS 
Registration Certificate and BIR e-FPS enrollment certificate and upon 
payment of a nonaundable tea nthe amount of Five Thousand Pesos only 
{125,000.00 fo Project #1 and iwo thousand pesos oniy (P2.000 00) tor Project 
$2. Tha method of payment wä ba on a cash basis only. The Bidding Documents 
Shall be received porsonaily by the prospective Bidder or his authorized 
Tepresøntaivo. 

5. The PEZA-BEZ wit hod a Pre-Bid Conference open to al interested partis on 
August 10, 2007, 2:00 p.m. at the Audio-Visual Room, 2" Floor. BEZ 
‘Adnisration Buiting, BEZ, Mariveles, Bataan. 

Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered to the address below on or 
oforo 1:30 P.M. of August 24,2007. Al Bids must be accompanied by a Bic 
‘Secunty in the form of cash, carified check, cashier's check, manager's check, 
bank draft or rravocable Later of Credit in ine amount of no less than: (1) Pho 
56,851 45 (2) Php 40,793.08, Bank Guarantee In fie amount of not less than: 
(I) Prp 83,777.17, (2) Php 61,109.87: arin tho form of Surely Bond inthe amount 
Dt nat ess than: (4) Php 138,828.62 (2) Php 101,634.95, 
‘Big opening shall te on August 24, 2007 at 2:00 P.M. al the Audio-Visual Room, 
2 Floor, BEZ Administration Bulking, BEZ. Mariveles, Bataan. Bids wil be 
‘opened inthe presence of tne Bidder’ reprecantatives who choose to atend. 
in case any ofthe above datas is doclared a special non-working holiday, it will 
automatically be reset on the next working day 
‘The PEZA-BEZ reserves th right to accopt or reject any Bid, and lo annul the 
bidding process and reject a8 Bis ai any ma pir to contact award, without 
thereby incuring any ably to the aflacted Bidder or Bidders. 
Philippine Economic Zone Authoity-BEZ 
Bids and Awards Commitee Secretanat 
"EMD Office, Ground Floor, BEZ 
‘Administration Building. BEZ. Mariveles, Bataan 
Tel. No. (047) 995-4008 / Fax No: (047) 835-6046, 
small: bez_bac1 @yahoo.com 
‘Website: amm paza.govph 


(S94) DIONISIO T, SAMEN 
BEZ-BAC Chairman 
Note 
(Spd) DANTE M. QUINDOZA 
‘Zone Adminisrator 
(tad 108 28,2007) 


Clinton, Obama spar over worst ‘dictators’ 


WASHINGTON—DEMOCRATIC 
White House rivals Hillary Clin- 
ton and Barack Obama ripped in- 
to each other in their first big 
showdown of the 2008 race, over 
when to talk to United States ene- 
mies like Iran and North Korea. 

‘As simmering antagonism burst 
into the open, Clinton said her top 
challenger was “irresponsible and 
frankly naive” for saying he would 
meet what her campaign dubbed 
the “world’s worst dictators” in his 
first year as president. 

In a dueling interview with a 
newspaper in the key electoral state 
of lowa, Obama hit back, arguing 
that what was “irresponsible and 
naive” was Clinton's 2002 Senate 
vote to send US soldiers to Iraq 
without an exit strategy. 

The row erupted after a debate in 
South Carolina on Monday featur- 
ing a question about talking to US 


W 
TY 


OBAMA 


foes Cuba, North Korea, Venezuela, 
Tran and Syria. 

Democratic front-runner Clinton 
spoke to the newspaper first, draw- 
ing an Obama riposte rejecting her 
implication he would rush into talks 
and linking her with President 
George W Bush's refusal to talk to 


such US foes. 


was quoted as saying. 


“What she's somehow maintain- 
ing is my statement could be con- 
strued as not having asked what the 
meeting was about,” Obama, a 45- 
year-old first-term senator vying to 
be America's first black president 


“I didn't say these guys were go- 
ing to come over for a cup of coffee 
some afternoon,” he said in an au- 
dio interview on the Quad City 
Times website. 

“This is a fabricated controversy” 
Obama has repeatedly stressed he 
was opposed to the iraq war, and 
highlights Clinton's vote to autho- 
rize it—before he was in the Sen- 
ate—even as she has tumed in- 
creasingly against the unpopular 
conflict. 

Earlier Madeleine Albright, for- 
mer president Bill Clinton's last secre- 
tary of state, praised the former first 
lady more nuanced answer at the 
debate, that she was open to diplo- 
matic contacts but wary of handing 
US enemies a propaganda coup. 

“ele that she gave a very sophis- 
ticated answer that showed her un- 
derstanding of the whole process,” 
Albright said. 


India’s 1st woman president sworn in 


NEW DELHI—INDIAS NEW 
President Pratibha Patil was 
swom into office on Wednesday, 
becoming the first woman to hold 
the position in the nation’s six 
decades of independence. 

“A developing country of over 
a billion people should live to- 
gether and move forward to- 
gether,” Patil said ina speech af- 
ter taking the oath of office in 
an elaborate ceremony. 

“India stands at threshold of 
a new era of progress, and it 
should bea combined endeavor. 


We must ensure every section of 
society are equal partners in the 
development process,” she 
said. 

The 72-year-old lawyer was 
elected by federal and state leg 
islators last week after a bruis- 
ing campaign to succeed missile 
scientist Abdul Kalam, 

Under India’s constitution, 
the prime minister wields exec- 
utive power but the president 
plays a role in forming govern- 
ments at state and federal lev- 
els, making the post hotly con- 


teste 
ical landscape. 


her hai 


India’s fractured polit- 


Kalam, who was dubbed the 
“People’s President” for his pop- 
ulist style, has said he will leave 
the presidential palace with just 
“two small suitcases” and re- 
turn to teaching at a university. 
Patil, who cuts a conservative 
figure with her sari pulled over 
r, was plucked from rela- 
tive political obscurity by Sonia 
Gandhi, the powerful president 
of the ruling Congress party. 
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nba dle res for windfall from ‘sweet’ herb 


AFARMER holds a crop of Stevia in Asuncion. 


The shrub has been the sweetener of 


Paraguay's Guarani Indians for centuries. sutas 


ASUNCION—PARAGUAYAN FARMERS ARE 
hoping to cash in on a low-calorie sweetener 
being made by the Coca-Cola Co. from a na- 
tive plant long prized by indigenous people in 
the poor South American country. 

‘Stevia, a shrub whose extracts are up to 300- 
times sweeter than sugar but without the calo- 
ries, has been the sweetener of choice among 
Paraguay’s Guarani Indians for centuries. 

Coca-Cola announced in May it would team up 
‘with US-based agricultural company Cargill Inc. to 
produce a stevie-based sweetener, and Paraguay’s 
farmers hope demand for stevia will increase even 
though it is not approved as a food additive in the 


United States or the European Union. 

“Litle by little, the world’s realizing this prod- 
uct has benefits and can revolutionize the food 
industry” said Juan Carlos Fischer, the head of 
the Paraguay Stevia Chamber, a trade group rep- 
resenting producers, 

“The Paraguayan government said recently it 
had offered Coca-Cola an arrangement to be a 
leading stevia provider and opened up a $2 mil- 
lion credit line to producers to encourage farm- 
ers to increase production. 

Officials say they want to expand stevia plan- 
tations from the current 1,300 hectares to 
50,000 ha by 2014. Reuters 
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Knights trip 
Lions in big 


‘NC’ upset 


GAMES TOMORROW (The Arena) 
2pm.—Letran vs St. Benilde (srs) 
4 p.m—San Beda vs Mapua (srs) 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


WHEN THE SMOKE OF BATTLE 
cleared, the Knights stood over the 
fallen Red Lions. 

Rey Guevarra scored six straight 
points in the final minute, including a 


perfect execution of an “emergency 
play” as Letran pulled off a shocking 70- 
69 victory over defending champion San 
Beda last night in the NCAA men’s bas 
ketball tournament at the Arena. 

The winning basket came with 3.2 sec- 
onds left as the 6-foot-3 high-leaper 
soared high to receive the inbound from 
Rafael Jazul under the goal and then 
scored to secure the Knights’ fifth win in 
six games that tied them with the Red Li- 


But the large Beda crowd, led by 
PLDT/Smart big boss Manny V. Pangili- 
nan, refused to accept the loss at first 
with the Lions’ bench protesting what 
they perceived was a denied Pong Es- 
cobal three-pointer 20 earlier. 

The league technical officials, led by 
commissioner Chito Narvasa, stood by 


the referees’ decision, however. TV re- 
plays later showed Escobal stepped on 
the three-point line when he scored. 
“Even after beating them, they are still 
the team to reckon with in this tourna- 
ment,” said Letran coach Louie Alas. 
Earlier, Jose Rizal bested St. Benilde, 
74-63, to score its first back-to-back vic- 
toryin three years for a 3-3 record. 


‘Hot ticket: 


GAMES TODAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
2p.m—NU vs UST (Srs) 
4 pm—La Salle vs Ateneo (Srs) 


THERE MAY BE LESS CUTTING RE- 
‘marks in their renewed feud. 

But for the De La Salle Green Archers 
and the Ateneo Blue Eagles, the UAAP 
men’s basketball rivalry sorely missed 
Jast year turns into an even tougher test. 

‘The Archers and the Eagles, both 
humbled early in the first round, take 
center court as powerhouses "with 


Ateneo-La Salle rivalry up today 


bruised egos aiming to fix their game- 
plans and restore damaged pride. 

‘After serving a one-year suspension 
last year, the Archers resume their rivalry 
against the Eagles at 4 p.m. today at the 
‘Araneta Coliseum. 

“Is going to be a tough contest,” said 
‘Ateneo coach Norman Black. 

The Archers and the Eagles, tied at3-1 
behind undefeated University of the 
East, aim for solo second. 

Before the blockbuster showdown, 
the University of Santo Tomas Tigers 


shoot for their third straight win against 
the National University Bulldogs at 2 
p.m. (see standings on A24). 

‘Tabbed as title favorites this season, 
the Archers seek redemption after an 
embarrassing wipeout against the UE 
Warriors, 96-76, last Sunday. 

“I think everybody in the team is 
aware that we played terrible against 
UE,” said La Salle coach Franz Pumaren. 
“Tm not taking anything away from UE, 
but we helped them win. It was not our 
usual brand of play.” 


ý YOUSIF Aljamal of 

F7) San Bedagetsataste 

‘oil oftthe rugged Letran 

wits defense as he gets all 

"et wrapped up by two 

Í Knights’ defenders in 
abattle for the loose 
ball. avcustoeiacnuz 


‘The Blazers slipped to a league-worst 
1-5 card. 

Ekwe, who hurt his left shin during 
practice last Tuesday and was the last 
player to suit up before the game, even- 
tually gave the Red Lions a 65-64 lead on 
a show-stopping alley-hoop slam cour- 
tesy of Ogie Menor with 1:02 to go. 


KNIGHTS/A24 


AAAA LELLE 


anarkphiicom 


Although unsure of what hit them 
against the Warriors, the Archers ban- 
nered by Rico Maierhofer, JV Casio, Cho- 
Jo Villanueva and TY Tang feel ready ver- 
sus the Eagles. 

“The last two days we've been practic- 
ing really well,” noted Pumaren. 

The Eagles also absorbed their first 
loss against the Warriors, then barely 
survived the Bulldogs, 66-65, last Satur- 
day. 

“Unlike last year when we're very sure 

Homan 


AFERRA 


EED LRESTEP 


| ron ensa vrenars verace paou 7. ovezowomy, Te awam 


Yes, you're seeing double. 
Two reputable research agencies, 
Synovate and Nieisen, have confirmed 
that Inquirer is number one based 
on their non-commissioned surveys. 


Thank yau. 


Source: Al Engiish Daly Readers in Greater Marila Area. read yesterdy. Base: Synovate Modia Atlas 2006-2007 (combined Waves 1-4). 
"Source: Nelsen Moca Index 2007 Wave 1. Based on urban national yesterday broadsheet readers, 
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Ex-Ateneo ace Fonacier from Bull to Beerman? 


By Musong R. Castillo 


LARRY FONACIER, PHILIPPINE BASKET- 
ball Association's ‘top rookie in 2005, 
could find himself with the San Miguel 
group in the next- season which opens 
Sept. 23 with the Philippine Cup. 

Red Bull is deep in talk with represen- 
tatives of the San Miguel group, which 
badly wants to acquire the former Ate- 
neo ace regarded as one of the smartest 
players in the league today. 


Norwood gets Japan visa 


THE JAPANESE EMBASSY FINALLY 
cleared Fil-Am Gabe Norwood to join 
the San Miguel-Pilipinas national 

team yesterday just hours before its 
departure to Tokushima for the 24th 

-Fiba-Asia Men’s Championship be- 
ginning Saturday. 

Norwood, a 6-foot-4 forward who 
can also play both guard positions.and 
is a key figure in the national team’s bid 
to earn a berth to the Olympic Games in 
Beijing after 35 years, had earlier se- 
cured a clearance from the Justice de- 
partment early this week. 

He was issued a Philippine passport 

* by the Foreign Affairs Office late Mon- 
day and spent half of Tuesday applying 
for an entry visa to Japan, according to 
Rickie Santos, PBA operations manager. 

Norwood was granted the visa Wednes- 
day moming, but only after assistant 
coach Aboy Castro pulled him out of team 
practice atthe Sportskamp in The Fortand 
Grove him to the Japanese Embassy to an- 
swer a few more questions. 

‘The Nationals left for Japan at 2:30 
p.m. yesterday on a Philippine Airlines 
flight to Kansai International Airport in 
Osaka, where a two-hour bus ride to 
‘Tokushima awaits them. 

“|wasn't really sure P'd be able to join 
the team,” said Norwood from the Cen- 

$ tennial Terminal, “I thought I had ev- 

erything completed yesterday (Tues- 

? day). I thought I was done.” 

Apparently, he wasn't. 

[sort of jump into the car with coach 


STI whips 
UM; New 
‘Era scores 


GAMES SATURDAY (San Andres Gym) 
Bam—NEU vs UMAK (Srs) 
830a m—STlvs PLP (Srs) 

11 am—SS0-Cavite vs AMACU (Srs) 
1230 p.m.—CEU vs UM (Srs) 
(Casamilan Gym) 
430pm —St. Care vs HAU (Srs) 


Sources said that businessman. Arben 
Santos, Fonacier’s agent, is also on the ne- 
gotiating table and has actually brokered 
the meeting between the two clubs. 

‘The same source, who requested that he 
is not identified, said that San Miguel is of- 
fering Christian Calaguio, Francis Adriano 
and Fil-Am guard Brandon Cablay in ex- 
change for Fonacier. 

T is still not clear, though, whether all 
three will be shipped to Red Bull or other 
‘teams will come in the mix. 


Aboy and sped off to the Embassy in the 
middle of practice,” he said 

Just before departure, Norwood ex- 
pressed elation and relief that his travel 
‘woes to Japan were behind him. 

“Tm very excited. Irs been a long pro- 
cess. Now that things have been taken 
care off, I can fully concentrate on help- 
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SPORTS 


‘The trade, which is expected to be final- 
ized as early as today, is the third such 
blockbuster deal that will happen between 
the two teams in less than a year, 

Lordy Tugade, who was Red Bull’ lead- 
ing local scorer, was dealt to the Beermen 
before the start of last season, and Enrico 
Villanueva found his way to San Miguel 
with the Bulls getting third-tier big man 
Don Camaso in return. 

Incidentally, Fonacier’s first PBA contract 
expires at the end of the month along with 


GABE Norwood (second from right) talks to Dondon Hontiveros (right) at the Japanese Embassy as they wait, along with 
Kerby Raymundo (left) and Mark Caguioa, for their turn to secure Japanese visas. 


ing the team get to Beijing. That’s my 
main focus.” 

National coach Chot Reyes that 
the Japanese Embassy for expedi 
Norwood's visa. 

“At least we're leaving the country 
with a full complement of 15 players,” 
Reyes said. “It somehow lessens the un- 


eight other mainstays of the team that fin- 
ished third in the Fiesta Cup behind Alaska 
and Talk 'N Text, 

‘Also expected to be hot commodities in 
the free agent market are James Yap and 
Mare Pingris of Purefoods and newly 
crowned MVP Willie Miller of Alaska. 

‘There are a total of 80 players whose 
pacts-have expired or about to end, with 
Barangay Ginebra having 12, including RP 
‘Team candidates Eric Menk and Jay-Jay 
Helterbrand. 


Poroto 


certainties because everybody knows 
the value of Norwood and the versatili- 
ty that he gives.” 

SMC-RP takes on Iran, defending 
champion China and Jordan in the pre- 
liminary round of the FIBA-Asia, need- 
ing to win at least two times to reach 
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fall the teams, Sta. Lucia has only four 
players needing new  contracts—Paeng 
Santos, Norman Gonzales, Manny Ramos 
and Mark Magsumbol, 

‘The Phone Pals, who finished second to 
the Aces in a seven-game title series of the 
recent Fiesta Cup, have eight, including 
center Don Allado and Yancy de Ocampo. 

Danny Seigle's pact with San Miguel is 
also set to expire, like those of Olsen Racela 
and LA Tenorio. But management is expect- 
ed to ink them to new deals immediately. 


Mikee wants 
Chot’s discards 
for Thailand 


BAPSBP EXECU: 
tive director 
Patrick “Pato” 
Gregorio was 
brimming with 
optimism on the 
day the RP team 
left for Tokushi- 
ma, Japan for the 
nation’s biggest 
assignment in 
years: the 2007 
Fiba Asia Men's 
Championship, which is the qualifier for 
next year’s Beijing Olympics 

“We are ready. We've worked hard. From 
the players, to the coaches, the support 
group, the PBA, Mr. Ramon Ang and San 
Miguel Corporation, Mr. Manny V Pangili- 
nan, the BARSBP executives, we all have 
them to thank for among many others,” Pa- 
to texted yesterday just before he left for 
Tokushima with the team. 

lf my reading between Pato’s lines is ac- 
curate, I guess what he's trying to say is that 
we're as prepared as we can be, we have the 
strongest team we could possibly form, and 
everyone concerned has cooperated, sacri- 
ficed and contributed his share. 

‘Now whatever happens, we rest in the 
thought that we have done our best. Soon 
we wil find out if our best is or is not 
enough. 


IN HUDDLE 


Beth Celis 


+ STI AND NEW ERA CRUSHED THEIR RESPEC- 
+ tive rivals and rolled to the early lead with their 
+ second straight win in the National Athletics As- 


* sociation of Schools, Colleges and Universities 


men's basketball toumament at the Nin 
| Aquino Stadium yesterday. 


oy 


Dexter Micutuan scored 16 points as STI rout- 


Zed University of Manila, 86-73. 


The 6-foot-2 forward got ample help from 


T Mike Cabangon, Mark Balneg and Howard Flor, 


{who added 12, 11 and 10 points respectively. 


` The Hawks, the 200-2005 champions, were 
` bannered by veteran Onofre Napiza and Jason 
` Mulawin. But their efforts failed to save UM 


from dropping to 1-1 


Jeffrey de Guzman scattered 23 points while 
harmel Alastre contributed 14 as New Era 
£ thrashed Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Pasay, 86- 


* 68, in the first game. 


Fresh from their opening-day win over Holy 
Angel, the Hunters set the tone of the game after 


į finishing the first quarter with a 21-13 lead, 


Quirino Abalos Jr and Mel Pepito dished out 
double-digit performances for the Hunters (2-0). 


Taiwanese nin 
clinch WS berth 


ANGELES CITY, PAMPANGA—PITCHER 
Hsu Yu Jen twirled a no-hitter in seven in- 
nings as Chinese Taipei blanked Japan, 9- 
O, yesterday to clinch the Pony Baseball 
33rd Asia-Pacific Zone Bronco champi- 
onship at the Maria Wright Field here. 
Hsu, fielded for the first time in the tour- 
nament, struck out 11 Japanese batters, 
while his teammates raked Japan's Ryota 
Konno for seven hits as the Taiwanese fin- 
ished the series unbeaten in five games. 
With the win, Chinese Taipei claimed 
theright to represent the region in the Pony 
‘World Series set next month in California. 
Earlier, RP Team-Metro Manila trounced 
RP Team- Central Luzon, 8-1, to clinch third 
place in this event organized by the Philip- 
pine Tot Baseball Foundation. 
Japan, which was represented by Sapor- 
ro, took runner-up honors with three wins 
against two losses 
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CITY—TOYOTA-ILOILO'S 


the quarterfinal round. 


EAG cage gold a must 


for RP 5, says Romero 


WHEN BASKETBALL RETURNS TO THAILAND 
in the 24th SEA Games, expect the Philippines 
to return with a vengeance. 

‘And the motivation is clear: The Southeast 
Asian Games basketball gold medal is a crown 
the Philippines has yet to lose since winning it in 
1991 during the country’s second hosting of the 
biennial meet. 

Last year, Manila was SEA Games host for the 
third time but basketball was scrapped because 
of a Fiba (intemational basketball federation) 
suspension which was lifted early this year. 

Two-time Philippine Basketball League Most 
Valuable Player Jason Castro has decided to de- 
lay a professional career in favor of a SEA Games 
stint. 

Harbour Centre team owner Mikee Romero, 
‘who will bankroll the squad's participation, is all 
praises for the five-foot-nine guard's gesture. 


“He's one of a kind. I can't thank him enough 
for his decision to stay amateur. And that’s the 
reason why 1 am assuring him of a slot in the RP 
team,” Romero said. 

“He has committed to play for flag and coun- 
try so there's no reason why we should not in- 
clude him in the Philippine team,” he added. 
"We need to win the gold again.” 

Romero said the Philippine team needs 
“someone who can deliver at crunch time and I 
strongly believe that he fits that role.” 

However, it remains to be seen whether Cas- 
tro's “noble act” will be emulated by the current 
crop of collegiate stars. 

“Al they need is to show up and express their 
commitment to play for flag and country. If they 
can do that, then we might consider them,” said 
Erick Arejola, Romero's special assistant. Romi- 
nas. Austria 


BC semis: Iligan battles Iloilo 


Warriors try to stretch their amazing 
playoff run when they face second- 
seed Firefly-lligan Crusaders today in 
game 1 of the best-of-three semifinals 
in the Spring Cooking Oil-NBC Na- 
tional Cup basketball tournament at 
the MSU-IIT gym here. 

‘Anything can happen in the 6 p.m. 
contest since the Warriors, who had 


From page A23 

But Guevarra took over for Letran in 
the final minute, batting Ekwe and 
then Escobal, whose contested long 
Jumper gave the Lions their last taste of 
the lead at 69-68 with 20 seconds left. 

The scores: 

First Game 


ousted two favored teams so far, have 
tremendously improved in the play- 
offs. 

‘The Warriors of businessman Robert 
Uy and strong supporter Mayor Jerry 
‘Trenas, who draw their strength from 
veteran Eugene Tan and local stars Ru 
el Balgos and Eldrin Senieres. These 
three sizzled when the Warriors 
Knocked out third-rated Tagaytay 


Knights trip Lions in big upset 


JOSE RIZAL 74—Sena 19, Cagoco 13, Wil- 
son 13, Hayes 10, Pradas 6, Cunanan 5, Agas 4, 
802, Bulangis 2, Nocom 1. 

ST. BENILDE 63—Johnston 10, Cabatu 9, 
Orbeta 8, Layug 8, Robles 7, David 5, Urra 5, 
Sevilla 5, Cadiz 5, Porras 2, Manlapaz 0. 

Quarters: 19-15, 39-29, 53-50, 74-63 

Second Game 


Hot ticket: Ateneo battles La Salle nmns 


Spring in overtime, 88-86, last Sunday. 

Floyd Dedicatoria and Paul Guerrero 
are also helping Tan provide stability to 
the Warriors, who beat ligan in extra 
time, 84-76, in their second classifica- 
tion round meeting after dropping a 
90-95 decision the first time. 

‘The other semifinal playoffs is being 
disputed by defending champion Oza- 
miz Cotta and Pagadian. 


LETRAN 70—Daa 14, Faundo 12, Jazul 9, 
Quinday 9, Guevarra 7, Reposar 7, Melogrito 6, 
Cabonce 6, Dangcal 0, Del Rosario 0, Latonio 0, 
Gutiban 0. 

SAN BEDA 69—Escobsl 17, Menor 12, Ekwe 
10, Aljamal 9, Gamalinda 8, Magoay 8, Hermida 
2, Lanete 2, Marcelo 0. 

Quarters: 12-23, 27-34, 50-44, 70-69 


According to sources, none of the 16 
participating teams in Tokushima has 
submitted its final lineup so far. 
Everyone is waiting for the absolute 
deadline which is the day before the ac- 
tual tournament. Even Chot Reyes is 
keeping his choice 12 close to his chest. 
‘All 15 players in the pool flew to 
Tokushima, although three of them will 
be there as tourists. Since Tony de la Cruz 
is injured, for sure he'll be one of them. 
‘The other two are reportedly RenRen 
Ritualo and Ranidel de Ocampo. 
Speaking of the trio, Harbour Centre 
owner Mikee Romero took the chance 
during Pato's joint birthday celebration 
with wife Michele at the Celebrity Sports 
Plaza last Saturday to ask him ifhe could 
“borrow” the players, who would be dis- 
carded by Chot, for the SEA Games team. 
Despite an advise to the contrary com- 
ing from a veteran media man, Mikee is 
determined to form a winning team 
beefed up by professional players. 


“I want to be assured of the victory” Mi- 
kkee said. “That is what's important.” 

So far, it looks like only Gabe Norwood 
can join Mikee's team. Pato said Gabe will 
not be joining the PBA draft this August. 


University of the Bast coach Dindo 
Pumaren surprised everyone when his 
Warriors massacred the favored De La 
Salle Green Archers—coached by his old- 
er brother Franz—by 20 points recently. 

Dindo, however, would not care to 
comment about that game. I could not 
geta single word out of him. 

While father Pilo tries to remain neu- 
tral, I feel that he may be more partial to 
Dindo this season, for two reasons: One, 
Dindo has still to prove himselfas a UAAP 
coach (while Franz has five titles to his 
name) and two, he is an alumnus of UE. 

“Wholesome, very wholesome!” 

I thought Geny Fabian and Orville Roque 
of Extreme Magic Sing were referring to 
‘Manny Pacquiao when they described their 
producers number one endorser. 

‘Somehow it didn’t sound appropriate 

Last luesday at Annabels in Quezon City, 
1 found out that Pacquiao was no longer Ex- 
treme’s Numero Uno endorser but Sarah 
Geronimo, whose favorite sport is volley- 
ball. 

T couldn't agree more with Orville and 
Geny—19-year-old Sarah is one of the 
sweetest, most wholesome showbiz person- 
alities I've come across. 


(©. cacti Dems (1) 


‘of what we wanted to do as far as rotation is 
concemed, we're still finding guys who can step 
up for us," said Black. “I think as we play more 
games, everything will become more clear for 
us. Irs still a workin progress.” 

‘But with seasoned Eagles Chris Tiu and Ford 
Arao asserting themselves in recent games, Black 
may have a more solid crew after four outings. 

“When you go up against La Salle, you have 
to break their press; thats the number one 


STANDINGS 
UE 

Ateneo 

La Salle 
UST 

FEU 

NU 
Adamson 
uP 


thing,” said Black. “Don't give them a lot of 
points on rumovers, like what we did against 
UE. So we have to fix that situation.” 

Notably, the Archers have crushed the Eagles 
in six straight encounters since 2004 by an aver- 
age of 16.7 points 

But Pumaren countered: “Ateneo is a tough 
team. They're a different team this year. They 
trained in the US over the summer and they 
havea new system in place.” Jasmine W. Payo 
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Cyna books 
US match 
play ticket 


CYNA RODRIGUEZ FIRED A ONE-UNDER 
par 71 and easily made it to the match play 
event of the 2007 US Girls Junior Golf Cham- 
pionship at the Tacoma Golf and Country in 
Lakewood, Washington Tuesday. 

Rodriguez, who matched par 72 on the first 
day of the 36-hole stroke play elims, birdied 
two of her first six holes but stumbled with 
back-to-back bogeys from No. 7 to make the 
tum at even par. 

She went two under again with birdies on 
Nos. 11 and 16 but dropped a shot on the par- 
317th. 

Rodriguez moved into the 64-player match 
play phase in joint 17th with a one-under 
143. 

‘The 15-year-old Rodriguez drew Alison Lee 
of California in the first round of match play. 

Kimberly Kim of Hawaii ruled the two-day 
qualifying with 134, shooting a 72 Tuesday 
after a sizzling 62. Korean Ha Na Jang took 
the No. 2 spot with a 136 after a 67. 


" Squash girl bags q 
| bronze in HK 


JEMYCA ARIBADO BAGGED A BRONZE 
‘medal in the just-concluded 2007 Hong Kong 
Junior Open squash championships in the 
Crown Colony. Aribado opened her bid in the 
under-15 category with a 9-2, 9-5, 10-9 win 
‘over Korean Lee Ji-Hyun. She won three more 
times to finish behind gold medalist Tong Tsz 
Wing and runnerup Wong Hiu Kwan, both of 
Hong Kong. Jemyca toppled Malaysia's Julia 
Cheah, 9-7, 9-3, 9-7 and Hong Kong's Wong, 
9-2, 10-8, 9-10, 9-1 and Ho Shuk Hei, 9-2, 93, 
9-7. Two RP giris—Yvomne Alyssa Dalida and 
Jenny Aribado—joined Jemyca in the event. 


Doping scandal rocks 
Tour de France anew 


Fan, race favorite Vinokourov fails test 


PAU, FRANCE—CYCLING AND ITS 
premier event, the Tour de France, 
‘were reeling from yet another blow 
that threatened what was left of the 
event's credibility: A failed doping 
test by one of its biggest stars on 
Tuesday. 

‘Alexandre Vinokourov tested positive 
for a banned blood transfusion after 
winning last weekend's stage, prompt- 
ing his Astana team to pull out and send- 
ing police on a raid of the team hotel. 

“Tour director Christian Prudhomme 
said that although the race would go on, 
the latest drug case showed cycling’ 
testing system doesn't work. 

“les an absolute failure of the system,” 
he said. “It is a system which does not 
defend the biggest race in the world. 
‘This is a system which can't last.” 

Even before Tuesdays bombshell, 
‘Tour leader Michael Rasmussen was 
battling doping suspicions because he 
skipped drug controls before the Tour 
start. He still seems likely to claim victo- 
Tyin Parison Sunday. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SPORTS 


IT'S GOODBYE for Alexandre Vinokourov. 


Allthis on top of the scandal involving 
2006 champion Floyd Landis, who was 
tunable to defend his crown because he 
failed a drug test during last year’s Tour 
Blond-haired, blue-eyed Vinokourov, 
who placed third in the 2003 Tour, is a 
fan favorite, admired for his grit, deter- 
mination and string of stage wins at this 


and previous Tours. 

He had been considered a pre-race fa- 
vorite to win, but crashed in the frst 
week of the three-week race. With 
stitches in both knees, he struggled for a 
few days but recovered to win stages on 
Saturday and Monday—a turnaround 
that now seems too good to be true. AP 


Retired stars 
want use of 
lie detector 
for referees 


NEW YORK—A GROUP OF NATIONAL BAS- 
ketball Association legends called for the 
league to impose lie-detector tests and more 
frequent and tougher background checks on 
referees in the wake of a gambling scandal. 

Len Elmore, a 10-year standout in the 1970s 
who presides over the 1,000-member National 
Basketball Retired Players Association, said on 
Tuesday that accused match-fixing referee Tim 
Donaghy has done major damage to the sport. 

“The history and integrity of our great game is 
at stake,” Elmore said. At the very least, the hon- 
or of our sport has been damaged. There is a 
tremendous amount of work to be done in 
restoring that public trust.” 

Donaghy resigned after FBI officials told the 
NBA he had been linked to gambling as part of 
their investigation ofa larger criminal network. 

‘While supportive of NBA commissioner David 
Stem, Elmore prodded the NBA boss to toughen 
‘measures protecting players from corrupt refer- 
es in the same way he has pursued drug testing 
for players to retain the spores credibility. 

“We urge the commissioner to immediately 
adopt measures that begin to heal the damage 
done to the game,” Elmore sai AFP 


IOC okays Youth Olympics; combat sports limited 


By June Navarro 


PHILIPPINE OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
chair Robert Aventajado announced 
Tuesday that the IOC has approved the 
holding of the Youth Olympic Games in 
2010. 

‘Aventajado said the youth edition of 
the Games will target athletes from 14 to 


18 years of age with the summer and win- 
ter versions to be held two years apart. 

Combat and some of the extreme sports, 
however, will be limited and carefully cho- 
sen by the intemational Olympic body to 
protect the health of the participants. 

“This is good news for us,” said Aventa- 
jado. "Aside from the possibility of being 
selected for training to qualify in future 


Olympic Games, our young athletes can 
aspire to represent our country in the 
Youth Olympic Games.” 

‘Aventajado explained that the Philip- 
pine Olympic Festival, the local Olympic 
bodys grassroots development program, 
would now be aligned with the Youth 
Olympic Games. 

‘According to the IOC website, the 


Youth Olympic Games, which is expected 
to draw around 3,000 participants, were 
conceived to address the decline in the rel- 
evance of sports among the younger gen- 
eration and to give them an education 
based on values. 

‘Aventajado also said the Mindanao 
‘Qualifying Games of the POF will be held 
in Cagayan De Oro City from Aug, 13-19. 


Softbelles off to US 


THE INTERNATIONAL LITTLE 
League Asociation of Manila (1l- 
lam) girls team will leave for 
Portland, Oregon, to compete in 
the Little League World Series 
Softball Tournament next month. 
‘The team won the National se- 
ries and the Asia-Pacific tournament 
to bag the right to represent the 
country in the biggest intemational 
meet for the young in the sport. 
‘The team members are veter- 
Czarina Buenviaje, Sella Men- 


doza, Toni Ondrik, Jazzy Singh, 
Mei Uy, Ines Diaz, DC Cruz, Lyriel 
Gonzales, Julz Ocampo, Chrissy 
Domingo, and Robbie Recto. The 
coach is Alexis Causapin. 

The Illam girls also took up the 
cause of Gawad Kalinga, the NGO 
building houses and communities 
for the poor, by being its ambas- 
sador throughout their travels 
and sharing their mission of hope 
to the Fil-Am community in Port- 
land. 


CKP 168 grabs cage lead 


TITLE-FAVORITE CKP 168 STREAKED 
toits second straight win even as Air 
Relay pulled off a shocker in the MBT- 
Danny Espiritu Cup over the weekend 
atthe RTU gym in Mandaluyong. CKP 
168 ripped the game wide open early 
‘en route to posting a 99-68 win over 
the Alex Crisano-led PNP in the event 
heldin honor of player agent Danny Es- 
piritu. Air Relay scored an emotional 
72-86 win over the fancied Wangs-ATU 
inthe event aso supported by Apo 


Floors, Mighty Filter Kings, Basi 2000 
Sportswear, Team Sparrow, Atleta and 
Motten. in other games, Rusty Lopez 
tripped ACSAT, 71-64, while Pacific Su- 
pertex demolished MIASCo-De Ocam- 
Po, 86-71 to both climb to 2-1. Mean- 
while, registration is now open for the 
league's 3rd Conference which starts 
on Aug. 18. Interested parties may call 
(636-7638 or text 0917-9948408 or vis- 
inthe league webstie at www.metrobas- 
ketbalLnet. 


SPORTSWATCH 


San Juan Coliseum derby today 

‘THE PANGMASA 4-COCK DERBY KICKS OFF TODAY WITH 60 TOUGH 
matches stated starting 5 p.m. at the San Juan Coliseum. A prize worth 
P300,000 awaits the champion of the event that requires an entry fes of 
P10,000. Derby hosts are Cesar Sto. Domingo, Renato Shio and Louie Cua. 
Backed up by Sagupaan Complexor 3000, this event will be supported by 
the SJC Cockers Club and Gentlemen Cockers Association of the Philippines 
(GCAP). The Pit Games Showdown 6-stag derby, jointly promoted by Danny 
‘Ty and Manny Berbano, kicks off Sept. 1, 3 and 5. There will be a P1.5-mit- 
lion guaranteed prize for an entry fee of P12,000 and a minimum bet of 
5,500. Screening of stags will start on Aug. 3. For more info, please call 
(0917 827-7484, 0920 297-8341, 725-5369 and 831-0672 


Las Piñas cockfest kicks off 

COCKERS FROM CAVITE AND LAGUNA COLLIDE WITH METRO MANILA 
participants today at the Las Pifas Coliseum for the Fastest Win One-Cock 
Ulutan beginning at 11 a.m. The fastest win champion, to be declared after 
every ten fights, will receive P10,000; second, P5,000 and third, P3, 000. 
Coliseum manager Alex Tobias and Big Boy Cavite group will host the event. 
Meanwhile, farm-to-farm screening of stags wili start next week for the LPC 
7-stag derby (Aug. 23 and 26). Participants may also bring their entries at 
the LPC office every Saturday and Sunday. Interested partes may contact 
873-1040 and 0927 710-1671 and 0926 745-0375. Stags banded by differ- 
ent breeders groups will be accepted but subject to re-classification. 


Repubte of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
RA A National Capital Region 
DY int' Bldg., 1650 San Marcelino 
cor. General Malvar St, Malate, Mania 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notce ıs hereby given that the following companies/employers have 
filed with this Regional Office application/s for Alien Employment 
Permits: 


UNILEVER PHILIPPINES INC. 
1351 Umed Natons Ave.. 
Mania 


Prawn Datataya 
Pisal 


Assistant Packaging 
Development 
Manager 


Assistant Tour 
Coordinator 


YOOHAN TRAVEL 
E TOURS CORP. 

GIF Damon Big 

D. Macapagal Ave. 

Pasay Ciy 

HANDICAP INTERNATIONAL 
wC. 


42 Ponce St, Brgy. San Lorenzo, 
Makati City 


Youngho Cho 


LAWS TEXTILE PHILS. LTD, INC. 
Veterans Center, Veterans Road, 
Taguig City 


LAWS TEXTILE PHILS. LTD. INC 
Veterans Centr, Veterans Rood, 
Taguig City 


LAWS TEXTILE PHILS. LTD., INC. 
Veterans Center, Veterans Road, 
Taguig City 


LAWS TEXTILE PHILS. LTD., INC. 
Veterans Center, Veterans Road, 
Taguig Cy 


KATOK MAGIC CAR REPAIR, INC. 
213 Dona Soledad Extension, 

Beller Living Subd. 

Paranaque Cay 


Vice- President for 
Administration 


Vice-President for 
Product Salty 


Vice-President for 
Merchandising 


Vice-President for 
Finance 


Soggy Son 


‘Agus Eko Rianto Technical Consultant 
on Painless Dent 


Repair 


KATOK MAGIC CAR REPAIR, INC. 
213 Dona Soledad Extension, 
Better Living Subd., Paranaque City 


ENGLISH MABUBSA 
ACADEMY, INC. 

146 Pasig Bhd.. Bagong og. 
Pasig Cay 

ENGLISH MABUBSA 
ACADEMY, INC. 


146 Pasig Bid, Bagong llog. 
Pasig Cay 


Technical Consultant 
on Painless Dent 
Repair 


Senior Korean 
Manager 


Supervisor 


GUANGZE TRADING 
CORPORATION 

No. 2 Azucena St, Leire, 
Malabon City 


Assistant Manager 
Inematonal 
Markeing 


PHIL. TRANSPORT XPRESS 
CORP. 

Financial Center Bay, 

D. Macapagal Blvd.. Pasay Cy 


‘Su Kyung Park 


Operations Manager 
(wie ol Lee) 


NARA NETWORK SYSTEM, INC. 
101 Quino Ave., Baclaran, 
Paranaque City 


INNOLOAD SYSTEMS, INC. 

‘Unit 1603 16F 88 Corporate Center, 
Valero cor. Sedeno Sis, Salcedo Vi 
Makati Ciy 


I Suk Na (nfo Choi) 


Edwin Pak Shun Hui 


POINT TOUR & TRAVEL INC. 
11-0 11F Legasps Towers 30, 
Roxas Blvd, Malale, Mania 


POINT TOUR & TRAVEL INC. 
11-0 TF Legaspi Toners 300, 
Roxas Bivd, Malale, Mania 


‘Name of 
Foreign National 


KHI DESIGN & TECHNICAL 
SERVICE, INC. 

20F 6788 Ayala Ave. 

Oledan Square, Makati City 


Sadao Harada President 


ELITE ENGLISH TRAINING 
CENTER, INC. 

1105 Page 1 Bidg., Acacia Avenue, 
Madigal Bus. Park, Ayala Alabang, 
‘Muntrlupa City 


Hye Jeon Kim International 


Marketing Manager 


EGPLUS TRAINING CENTER INC. 
1991 Wardley Bldg, San Juan SL 
cor. Tat Ave., Pasay Cily 


Bing Zhang Chinese Teacher 


MHI TECHNICAL SERVICES 
CORPORATION 

ZSF BPI Buendia Center, 

Sen. Gi Puyat Ave, Makati City 


Tatsutide Nakao Technical 


Supervisor 


MHI TECHNICAL SERVICES 
CORPORATION 

2SIF BPI Buendia Center, 

Sen. Gi Puyat Ave, Makali Chy 


Takateru Ura Technical 


Superior 


BANK OF CHINA LIMITED 
(MANILA BRANCH) 

$3/F Phlamife Tower, 

8767 Paseo de Roxas, Makati Cy 


Deputy Manager 


FRUITLAND CORPORATION 
513 Sto. Cristo St, San Nicolas, 
Binondo, Mania 


‘Shiyong Ke (Quality Control 


Officer 


NEW CORE TOWN CORPORATION 
2822P. Celle Sl. 
cor. EDSA Ext, Pasay City 


Bock Gii Cho 


General Manager 
(wo Hong) 


LEE JO RESTAURANT 
04 Orion St., Bel-Air Vilage, 
Makati Cày 


Soon Hee Lee General Manager 


DAESUNG TRANS & TOURS CORP. 
209 Cinan Court Bióg., 
2205 P. Burgos, Pasay Ciy 


Jeongju Lee General Manager 


TETRA PAK (PHILIPPINES) INC. 
JF Net One Center, 

25h Si. cor. Tied Ave., 

Crescent Park, Bonifacio Global Ciy, 
Togig 


TETRA PAK (PHILIPPINES) INC. 
TIF Net One Cemer, 

26th SL, cor. Td Ave, 

Crescent Park, Bonifacio Global City, 
Taguig 


TETRA PAK (PHILIPPINES) INC. 
TF Net One Center, 26ih SL, 

cor. Third Ave., Crescent Park, 
Bonifacio Giobal Cay, Taguig 


DavidHuiYauTan Processing Director 


Peter Paresh Jhaveri Managing Director 


Soo Sim Choo FinancelH Director 


STAG PHILIPPINES, INC. 
Unt 302 Caigold Paza, 
175 katipunan Ave. 
Quezon Cty 


Cari Richard 
Rosebrugh 


Vice President for 
Operations 
(Consutand 


AL TAW-AMM MANPOWER, 
SERVICES, INC. 

1562-G Gedisco Center, 
1564 A. Mabini SL, Ermita, 
Mania 


Khodr Rachid Marketing Director 


W'you have any information/objection to the abovementioned application/s 
please communicate with the Regional Director. 


Z t pon 
Re? sa eee 


Ping Ragni Grestor 


The DOLE conducta free seminar on Labor-Human Relations 
and Productivity. For more information, 
pioase call 330-2073 A 303-8020. 


Pormat 26,2007) 


Republic of the Philippines 
ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
San Miguel Avenue, Pasig City 


INTHE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR 
THE APPROVAL OF TRUE COST 
GENERATION RATE WITH PROVISIONAL 
AUTHORITY 
ERC CASE NO. 2006-004 RC 

NATIONAL POWER CORPORATION ~ 
SMALL POWER UTILITIES GROUP (NPC- 
PUG), 

Applicant. 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 


‘TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES: 

Notice Is hereby given that on January 30, 2006, the National Power 
CCorporation-Smail Power Utlies Group (NPC-SPUG) fled with the Commission, 
pursuant fo the provisions of Republic Act No. 9138, an application for the approval 
ff the True Cost Generation Rate (TOGA). with prayer for provisional authority. 

In tho said application, NPC-SPUG alleged, among others, the following: 

4. Pursuant to Section 70 of R.A. 9136, otherwise known as the Electro 
Power Industry Aci (EPIRA) of 2001, Ils responsible for providing power 
{Generation ang associated power davery systems in areas thal are not 
Eonnocted tothe transmission syster 
By virtue of the above mandate, It is fling the Instant application for 

chely generation rates (exclusive of elecriclty transmission 
1d expenses in Palawan and Mindoro) for missionary electriication 
‘On 08 July 2008, the Commission, through Resolution No. 11, Serias of 
2008, approved the Guidelines tor the Selling and Approval ol Electcty 
lon Males and Subsidies for Missionary Eloctiication Areas 
(Guidelines); 4 
“Aricle Ii of the Guidelines providos for the rules for setting and adjusting 
fis SPUG True Gost Goneration Ratos (TOGA), It also provides that within 
‘one hundred eighty (180) days from the issuance of the Guidelines. i 
Shat the an application wih ine Commission for the setting and approval 
af its TOGA; 
‘The TOGA, as por Section 2(s) of Article 1 ot the Guidelines, refers Yo 
‘hour, determined through a 


ORS methodology is a rate setting scheme based on historical costs 
{Cv 2004 costs, as appledin his Application) that considers operational, 
as wal as, financial factors. 


ation charges at ther original bas 
Section 1(a), Article III ofthe Guidelines states that the TCGA wil 
represents lis Revenue Requirement in accordance with the RORB 
methodology used to determine NPC's generation charges: 
‘Tho key components of the Revenue Requirements used in this 
application are primary based on the Guidelines (ERC Resolution No. 
$ Sories of 2005) and the EAC-preseribed Uniform Fling Requirements 
{UFR} under ERC No, 2001-201 
a. Rate Base tems being proposed for approval in this Application 
consists of the following: 
2.4. Electric Plant in Service (EPS) includes the orginal cost of 
the electric plants with an expected fe of more than one (1) 
{Year Irom the date of installation, owned and used by NPC- 
PUG in its uty electric operations. 
General Plant and Equipment (GPE) relers to the cost of 
tangible assets other than those used directly tor utilty 
leciric operations, such as; land and land rights; structures 
[and improvements: transportation equipment; tools, shop and 
‘garage equipment; communications equipment; and, other 
tangible properties. 
Construction Work-In-Progress refers to the total of 
balances of work orders nat yet ready for service at the close 
ot CY 2004, 
‘Materials, Suppiles and Equipment Inventory includes the 
cost of materials, supplies and equipment received by the 
property custodian for use in the operation and maintenance 
$I production plants, substations and transmission lines, 
125. Working Capita is equivalent to two (2) months ofthe total 
annual operating expenses for CY 2004 and excludes non- 
cash toms. 
Desired Rate of Return on Rate Base of eight percent (8%) 
proposed in this application is based onthe minimum required return 
Stipulated in the loan covenants of NPC with foreign creditors, such 
fs, tho World Bank and Asian Development Bank, 
Operating Expenses, which it seeks for consideration and approval 
by the Commission for calculating the Revenue Requirement in 
{Mis application are as tolows: 
GA, Depreciation/Depletion refers to the amount of 
deterioraiion of plants, equipment and similar assets in 
‘operation In CY 2004. Excluded in this application are those 
non-operational plans for the entire duration of CY 2004, 
decommissioned plants and/or plants not used In uty 
operations. 
‘Other Operating Expenses identiied herein, specifically 
Telor fo the cost and expense Items proposed fr recovery In 
this Application. 
Fuel Costs are supported with details of tuel purchases and 
Geliveres for CY 2004 in all SPUG land-based power plants 
and power barges for diesel uel, Bunker C fuel and any 
mixture, thereo. 
|. Personal Services or payroll includes CY 2004 salaries! 
wagos and other related expenses for employees at NPC- 
SPUG facilites, such as, land-based power planis and power 
barges, tieid offices atthe small islands and head office 
Maintenance and Other Operating Expenses include 
‘operations, admin and general expenses, plant operations 
expenses, plant maintenance expensas and other general 
Tedgers, such as, insurance, bad debt expenses and others. 
HO Allocation in standard accounting system would mean 
‘Overhead, This refers to expenses incurred by NPC units for 
‘centralized services rendered in nance, human resources, 
procurement, public affairs and media relations, health, 
Security and others 
Interest Expense refers to payments of interests on NPC 
loans and other obligations allocated to NPC-SPUG. NPC- 
‘SPUG has no financial obligation as a separate entiy trom 
NPC. 
Other Expenses included inthis Application are: Finance and 
Other Bank Charges; Depreciation-Other Utility Plant and 
‘Non-Utilly Property: Gain or Loss on Foreign Exchange 
Fluctuation; Other Taxes, Miscellaneous Expenses, among 
others. 
Purchased Power Cost Incurred for power supply 
‘agreements with Island Powar Corporation in Occidental 
Mindoro and Della P In Mainland Palawan, which should be 
part of the computation of Revenue Requirement, aro not 
{ncluded in tnis Application pending approval ofthe contracts 
by the ERC. 
Pursuant to the ERC-approved and prescribed UFR under ERC Case 
No. 2001-801, the Rate Base includes, among other things, Net Electric 
Plantin-Servce, Values of NPC-SPUG assets are based on fiscal year 
tending CY 2002. Appraisal ofits assets was last conducted in 1996 by 
the Independent appraiser, Resource Management International, Inc. 
(FMD, Since tere was no appraisal conducted Irom 1996 to 2002, I 
Tevalued the assets at the end of CY 2002 using the average US Daler 
to Philippine Peso exchange rates for the period; 
1 doos not provide Ancillary Services up to the present. Hence, no actual 
revenuo shall be deducted from the gross Revenue Requirement 
‘baned in adding up the above components: 
It proposes to adopt a TOGA for each of tho seventeen (17) areas of 
NPC-SPUG based on the rato grouping specified in the National Power 
Board Resoluton No. 2004-68 dated July 27, 2004 and No, 2004-98 dated 
Novembar 9, 2004; 
‘The Energy Sales represent actual and regular sales for CY 2004 of 
NPC-SPUG In the 17 areas as Indicated In the power bills not of 
discounts, I! any. The value is used as a divisor of Revenue 
Requirement to obtain the TOGA: 
M also proposes to adopt and apply the TOGR for the 17 aras of NPC- 
SPUG as shown balou: 


‘The proposed NPC-SPUG TCGR, as stated In Section 1(a). Aricio Il ofthe 
Guidelines, “shall be used to dotormine the appropriate level of Missionary 
Eleciriication (ME) Subsidy to ba allowed for NPC-SPUG forthe applicable 
period"; and 


46, I prayed that the proposed NPC-SPUG TGR be approved by the 


Commission. 


‘The Commission has sot the application for hearing on the following schedules: 


Dato and Tine Venue, Partiouars 


As 
fn! 


Jusi 21, 2007 = Two o'clock 


ERC Hering Room, 
‘ttsmoon (200 PM) 


‘gh Flor, Pace 
Center Bulking, San 
MiguolAveru, 
Pasig Oy 


Jurisdicional, Pret 
‘an Evidonary heating 


e 


‘September 17, 2007 - Nine 
cook nthe moming 


ERG Cebu Fil lice, 
Machay Buding. 
Gorordo Avenue, 
aug, Cebu Ciy 


Evidentiary Hearing 
0AM) 


T7. The areas comprising these groups aro as follows: 


ihe Luzon 
Group 1 


Oihar Luan 
Group 2 


‘ther Mindanao 


Sowan 


Capa 
Senveene | 14 Taleud 
Bit aut 

Ninoy Ago 


@ 


‘Sepiombor 21, 2007 = 
Nine o'clock inthe morning 


Astoria Hoe, 
Zamboanga Cty 
0AM) | 


Teiriary Hearing 


AN persons who have an interest In the subject matier of the proceeding may 


become a party by fling, at i 


sst five (5) days prior to tha initial hearing and subject 


to the requirements In the ERG's Rules ol Practice and Procedure, averted potion 
‘wit the Commission giving the docket number and iie ofthe proceeding and stating: 
Ti) ine petitioner's name and address; (2) the nature ol petitioner's interest in the subject 


by the 


fol ihe proceeding, and the way and manner In which such Interest Is atlected 
{Bsuos involved in the proceeding; and (3) a statement ofthe reie! desirad. 


Al oiher persons who may want thelr vows known to tho Commission with respect 


to tho subj 


mator of the proceeding may fle the opposition to the application or 


‘Comment thereon at any stage ofthe proceeding balore the applicant concludes tho 
‘resentation of is evidence. No particular form of opposition or comment is required, 


butine 


‘document, letter ot wrting should contain the name and address of such person 


and a concise statement of the opposition or comment and the grounds relled upon. 


‘All such persone who may wish to have a copy ofthe application may request he 
applicant, prior to the date ofthe intial hearing, that they be furnished with a copy of 


the application. The applicants l 
wiih copies of tho application and i 
Teasonsble photocopying costs. Li 


by directed fo furnish ll those making such request 
attachments, subject to reimbursement of 
wise, any such person may examine the 


pplication and other pertinent records fled with the Gommission during the usual ofice 


hours. 


WITNESS. the Honorable RODOLFO B. ALBANO, JR., Chairman, the Honorable 
‘Commissioners ALEJANDRO Z. BARIN, MARIA TERESA A.Ñ. CASTAÑEDA and JOSE 
C. REYES, Energy Regulatory Commission, this 4° day of July 2007 at Pasig Cily. 


(S96) ATTY. FRANCIS SATURNINO C. JUAN 
Executive Director 


Republic of the Philippines 
ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
San Miguel Avenue, Pasig City 


INTHE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR THE 
APPROVAL OF A SOCIALLY-ACCEPTABLE 
GENERATION RATE (SAGR) FOR SIXTY (60) 
REMAINING NPC-SPUG AREAS 


ERC CASE NO. 2008-020 RC 


NATIONAL POWER CORPORATION- 
SMALL POWER UTILITIES GROUP (NPC-SPUG), 


‘Applicant 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 


TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES: 

Notice is hereby given thal on June 2, 2008, the Natlonal Power Corporation: 
‘Small Power Utlias Group (NPC-SPUG) fied withthe Commission, pursuant to the 
provisions of Republic Act No. 9136, an application for the approval ol the Socially 
oveptable Generation Rate (SAGA) for the remaining sixty (60) NPC-SPUG areas. 

In the said application, NPC-SPUG alleged, among others, the folowing: 


1 


(On January 26, 2004, the Department of Energy (DOE) issued Department 
Circular No. 2004-01.001 Prescribing the Rules and Procedures for Privato 
Sector Participation (PSP) in Existing NPC-SPUG Areas Pursuant fo Rule 13 
othe Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRA) ofthe Electric Power Industry 
Fetorm Act (EPIRA); 

In compliance vith the said DOE Circular, I fled withthe Commission the 

following applications on 6 December 2004: 

a) = Application for tha Approval ot a Socially Acceptable Generation Rate 
ISAGA) and Corresponding Missionary Elecirilication Subsidy (ME 
Subsidy) for First Wave NPC-SPUG Areas (ERC Case No, 2004-449); 
and 
‘Application lor the Approval of ihe Proposed Guidelines forthe Seting 
of Electrlo Generation Rates and Subsidies for Missionary 
Eleotiication Areas (ERC Case No, 2004-450). 

“The aforesaid application (ERC Case No. 2004-448) covers the trst fourteen 

(14) existing NPC-SPUG areas that willbe opened io PSP (first wave areas) 

por DOE Circular 2004-01-01 

The latior application (ERC Case No. 2004-450) covers all existing NPC- 

SPUG areas- both PSP areas and those whose generation requirements wil 

continue to be served by NPC-SPUG; 

N shali seek the approval of the Commission to sat the SAGR tor existing 

‘areas that wil remain wiih NPC-SPUG; 

In consideration ofthe alorosald SAGA application (ERC Case No. 2004- 

448), the Commission, in lis Oder of January 5 and 18, 2005 on its petitions 

for Generation Rate Adjustment Mechanism (GRAM, ERC Case No. 2004- 

421) and Incremental Currency Exchange Rate Adjusimont (CERA, ERC 

Caso No. 2004-420), respectively, approved only the Deterred Accounting 

‘Adjustment (DAA) component. The DAA would oniy alow it to recover fue- 

and foreign exchange- related cost increases In the past but not to ostabiish 

New generation rates which is he subject ot ihe SAGA application; 

To supplement is December 6, 2004 flings (ERC Case Nos. 2004-449 and 

450) and therelore, be abie to apply the SAGA concopt in ali existing NPC- 

SPUG areas, itis now submitting belore he Commission its proposed SAGA 

{or he sixty (6) remaining NPC-SPUG areas or those areas not included In 

tha fourioon (14) first wave areas for PSP; 

The petition for the Universal Charge for Missionary Eleciritication (UC- 

ME) requirements ofthe sixty (60) remaining NPC:SPUG areas for 2005 will 

be Iled by March 15, 2005. Said UC-ME requirements shali be based on 

DOE'S 2005-2009 Missionary Electriication Development Plan (MEDP): 

As described in lis SAGR Application for the 14 PSP Areas (ERC Case No. 

2004-449). tho determination of the SAGR Involves tne following stops: 

a) First, the levels of economic development ol the areas were assessed 
based on household (HH) connection ~ the higher the percentage of 
HH connection, the more developed, Level 1 areas are the least 
‘oveloped, Level 4 areas are the most developed. Areas inthe same 
level of development are expected to afford similar generation rates. 
{As statod In lts SAGR Application lor the 14 PSP areas (ERC Case 
No. 2004-449), HH connection was used as a proxy for economic 
parameters due 1o the non-availabilty of the later (particularly Gross 
Bomestic Produc) at the NPC-SPUG area leval as well as of reliable 
‘and updated income por capita data. HH connection was chosen as it 
exhibited a strong correlation with income per capta. 

b) The attordabilty of existing rates are analyzed based on the payment 
record of end-users and electric cooperatives (ECs), Le. ECs and NPC- 
SPUG's collection alliclency from thelr respective customers. 

‘The SAGA for areas in a group or in the same level of development is the 

highest prevaling NPO-SPUG rate that Is supported by good collection 

efficiency of ECs Irom thelr customers: 

Employing the above-described methodology in the 14 PSP areas, the 

‘SAGAS were determined tobe P4 BOKWh fr Lavel 1 Areas and PS.64/kWh 

for Level 2, 3, and 4 Areas. The SAGAS lor the 60 remaining NPC-SPUG 

follow from these rosuns based on the premise that areas in the same level 

(of development would afford similar generation rates; 

‘Another consideration in determining the SAGA is that prevailing NPC-SPUG 

rates are heavily subsidized and hence, the SAGR should not be set below 

bald NPC-SPUG rates; 

‘Aso taken Into account Is tho possible administrative burden of having a 

‘single rate for each of the 60 remaining NPC-SPUG areas, Thus, he aroas 

‘wore grouped as follows: 

a) Other Luzon Aroas (29 areas); 

b) Other Visayas Areas (15 areas); 

‘Other Mindanao Areas (16 areas). 
Joresaid grouping is consistent with its proposal In lts GRAM petition 
No. 2004-421). It wl considar a new grouping when the areas 


The Other Luzon Areas were subdivided into two (2) groups In view ofthe 

{nix ot the areas In tarme of levels of development. 

a) Group 1 comprises of 14 Level 1 areas. Therefor 
recommended SAGR is P4.80%Wh, consistent with that of 
areas Included inthe fist wave PSP areas. This would mean an 
increase of P1.0936/KW, rom the prevailing rata of P3,7064/KWn. 
Group 2 comprises of 15 areas in Level 2. 3 and 4 of development. 
‘Therolore, Ine recommended SAGA for ihis Group Is PS.64/KWh 
consistant with that of Level 2, 3 & 4 areas under the 14 PSP. This 
‘Would mean an Increase of P1.93/KWh from the prevailing rate of 
P3.7064hWh, 

‘Nine (9) out o the fiten (18) areas in Other Visayas are Lavel 1 areas. 

‘Simla to Other Luzon, this Group could have bean divided Into two (2) 

groups with two (2) different SAGR, However, ECs" collection alliclency 

fange irom 87% lo 100% indicating that consumers can afford the current 
fate ol 8.BAWn. Thoretore, ine proposed SAGR 18 P5,64/kWh or the 
existing rate. Moreover, reducing ts current rato may noi be prudent as 
iis unit production cosi and unit lossas are highest in Other Visayas 

‘based on 2008 actual results of operation; 

Except for Kalamansig in Sultan Kudarat, all ot tho sitoon (16) areas in 

Other Mindanao are Level 1 areas. However, N proposes a common 

SAGR of P4.B0/kWn for all areas in tnis group In support of the 

‘Administration's thrust to promote poace and development in Mindanao, 

‘especialy In conflict areas Ike Sultan Kudarat. The proposed SAGR Is 

{is prevaling rato in Mindanao and Is also the same SAGA proposed for 

the three (3) Mindanao aroas Included inthe first wave areas, namely, 

Basilan, Taw Tawi, and Sulu: 

‘The proposed SAGAS for the remaining 60 NPO-SPUG areas were 

Approved by the National Power Board tntough Resolution No. 2005-10, 

Gated January 24, 2005; 

‘Based on forecast for 2005, the implementation ofthe proposed SAGAS 

staring duly 2008 wil reduce ts losses for the year by P344 Milion in 

{he 14 PSP areas and PS7 Millon in tne 60 remaining NPC-SPUG areas, 

or a total of P401 Millon; 

Consistent with the December 8. 2004 filings of the SAGR for 14 

PSPAreas (ERC Caso No, 2004-449) and Proposed Guidelines or Setting 

Generation Rates and Subsidios (ERC Case No. 2004-450), the SAGAS 

for the remaining NPC-SPUG areas ae proposed 1o rise overtime inthe 

following mann: 

a.) tl adjust in the same proportion and frequency as lis True Cost 
ol Generation (TOG) as a result of the application of GRAM and 
ICERA mechanisms or any other schemes that wil be approved 
by the Gommission. 

b) On top of TCG-based adjustments, li wil move in accordance with 
a Transition index In ine withthe expected development of such 
NPC-SPUG are 

©.) Fluctuations in SAGA willbe passed through to the ratallrate charged 
by tho EC. 

Based on the forgoing and similar to the case of tho 14 PSP areas, Its 

tions 1o he Commision are 1o periodically and automaticaly adjust 

{he SAGR according to the folowing formula: 


SAGR," SAGR.,*| 


where: 
2 Date of previous to last adjustment in SAGR 
a Date of last adjustment in SAGA 
1 Date of curent adjustment in SAGR 
Number of months In between t-1 and t 
SAGA applicable from -1 
SAGR applicable from t 
TOG based on pravious to the last ERC-approved 
GRAM and ICERA 
10, TOG based on the last ERC-approved GRAM and ICERA 
a ‘Transition Index as proposed In item below 


SAGA 
SAGA, 
TCG, 


25. Based on the second element of the above formula, that is TCG, / 
TOG, » tho GRAM and ICERA should allow I to update lis TCG and dot 
merdi recover past cost increases through the Delerrod Accounting 
‘Adjustment (DAA) as what was only authorized by the Commission in ts 
Order dated January 5 and 19, 2005 on lts petitions for GRAM (ERC 
Case No. 2004-421) and ICERA (ERC-Case No. 2004-420), 
respectively. Any approved DAA shall continue to be collected within 
tha recovery period prescribed by the Honorable Commission. 
For purposes of establishing the Initial or base TOG prior to GRAM and 
ICERArelated SAGA adjustments, itis submitting the True Cost of 
Generation forthe 50 remaining SPUG areas based on the audited actual 
‘results of operation for 2009; 
Its proposing a transition Index o 2.5% for ali the Island groups covering 
the 0 remaining NPC-SPUG areas. ‘The average growth rate in 
tlectrcty consumption par capia for each of the Island groups during 
the period 1999 to 2003 were all below four (4%) parcent. It may be 
noted thatthe transition indices proposed for the lirst wave areas are 
2.5%, 5% and 7.5% for Level 1,2,3 and 4, respectively. Considering 
that he potential or eommere's operation in remaining NPC-SPUG areas 
is goneraliy not as high as that of tne PSP areas, alow transition index 
Is being proposed; 
‘The third element of the adjustment formula, that is (1 + TH) "2 shall 
ba removed trom the formula when SAGA,computed using the entire 
formula, Is greater than or equal than TCG,,. In that event, the NPC- 
SPUG area wil no longer be considered as an area requiring UC-ME 
Subsidy: 
in accordance with the UC-ME setting mechanism proposed in its 
‘December 6, 2004 tilings, the dilferenca between the SAGR and the 
actual TCG in absolute terms-whalher positive or negaliveror a given 
Year, shall be rolled Into the UC-ME petition for the subsequent year; 
and 
prayed that its proposed SAGs and adjustment mechanism Including 
base true cost of generation and transition Index for the remaining 60 
NPC-SPUG areas be approved by the Commission and that a provisional 
‘author forthe adoption ot the proposed rates be Issued pending hearing 
‘tthe instant application. 

“The Commission has set the application for the hearing on the following 


schedules: 


Date and Tine Venue Particulars 


Thugs 21, 2007 - Two otiock 


ERG Hearing oom, 
Inthe afternoon (200 PM) 


1h Foor, Pete 
Conter Buk, Sen 
Miguel Avenuo, 
Pasig Cy 


Torsional, Presi 
lang Evidonary hearing 


Septarber 17, 2007 ~ Nine 
0 ock nthe morning 
(eO0AM) 


ERC Cebu Fal Glice, | Evidentary Hearing 


Sapiomber 21, 2007- 
Nina o'clock in the moming 
(OAM) 


Astoria Hot, 
Zamboanga Cty 


Evidaniiary Hearing 


‘All persons who have an interes in the subject matier of the 


become a party by fling, at least ive (5) days prior to the initial h 
to the requirements in the ERC's Rules of Practice and Procedure, a verlied ponton 
‘nth the Commission giving the dockat number and ttle of the proceeding and 
Stating: (1) the pettioner’s name and address; (2) the naturo ol potitioner's nerost 
in the subject matier of the proceeding. and the way and manner In which such 
Interest 

Of the rollel desired, 


lected by the issues involved In the proceeding; and (3) a statement 


All otter persons who may want thelr views known to the Commission with 


respect to the subject matier of the proceeding may fle thelr opposition to the 
Application or comment thereon at any stage ofthe proceeding betore the applicant 
Concludes the presentation ois evidence. No particular form of apposition oF 
comment 1s requi 

and address of such person and a concise statement ot the opposiion or comment 
and the grounds relled upon. 


ut the document, letter or witing should contain tha name 


Al such persons who may wish to have a copy ofthe application may request 


the applicant, prior tothe date othe inital hearing, that they be furnished with a- 
‘copy oi he application. The appicant is hereby directed to furnish al ose making 
Such request with coples of the application and its attachments, subject to 
reimbursement of reasonable photocopying costs. Likewise, any such person may 
‘examine the application and ther pertinent records lad wit he Commission during 
tho usual office hours. 

WITNESS, the Honorable RODOLFO B. ALBANO, JR.. Chairman, the 
Honorable Commissioners, ALEJANDRO Z. BARIN, MA. TERESA A.R. CASTAÑEDA 
and JOSE C. REYES, Energy Regulatory Commission, this 4” day of July 2007 at 
Pasig City. 


‘mature for PSP or at any oiner appropriate time; 

Consistent with is December 6, 2004 flags (ERC Case Nos. 2004-449 and 
450), the SAGRS wil bo adlusted overtime in line with true cost and the 
‘evelopment ot the NPC-SPUG area to reduce the burden on the UC-ME: 
‘Based on the methodology, results and recommendations of SAGA 

{or frst wave aroas, premises snd consider 

proposed SAGAS forthe remaining NPC-SPUG. 
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‘San Miguel Corp. CEO Eduardo Cojuangco Jr. at the company's 
stockholders’ meeting at Valle Verde Country Club. rom Ho" 


Imports fell 
3.4% in May 
to $4.45B 


‘THE COUNTRY'S IMPORTS FELL 3.4 PER- 
cent to $4.45 billion in May from the same 
‘month last year, dragged down by the double- 
digit decline in demand for imported elec- 
tronics, the National Statistics Office reported 
yesterday. 

The 3.4-percent contraction in May fol- 
lowed the 1.8-percent year-on-year drop 
recorded the previous month. 

Electronics imports alone—composed 
largely of raw materials assembled in the 
Philippines to produce consumer electronic 
products in their intermediate form—fell 
10.9 percent year-on-year to $1.77 billion. 
Electronics is also the country’s major export 
product. 

This brought the country’s total imports 
from January to May to $20.61 billion, only 2 
percent higher than the year-ago figure. 
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Regional examiners 
of taxpayers 


to target 30% 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE HAS ORDERED ITS EXAM- 
iners to conduct a massive tax-compliance audit nationwide in an 
attempt to recover from the revenue collection shortfall in the first 


half of the year. 

BIR Officer-in-Charge Lilian Hefti issued a 
memorandum to revenue district officers all 
over the country to audit at least 30 percent of 
taxpayers registered in their offices before the 
year ends. 

Revenue Memorandum Order No. 12-2007 
came after the BIR was told to implemer 
measures that will shore up revenue coll 
tion and enable it to meet its full-year target 
despite the slippage inthe first six months. 

The BIR, the biggest revenue contributor 
‘among government agencies, fell short of its 
P373.3-illion target for the first six months 
by P38.6 billion. 

The BIR's underperformance has been 
blamed for the government's breaching of the 


Jollibee tests new restaurant 
concept with Tio Pepe’s Karinderia 


IMPORTS/B4 
nt 


ayers 


budget deficit ceiling of P31.3 billion official- 
ly set for the January-June period. The actual 
deficit for the first six months was P41 billion. 

‘The BIR was originally tasked to collect 
P765 billion in taxes this year, but the target 
was later reduced to P740 billion to help en- 
sure the government keeps its deficit for the 
entire year at or below the ceiling of P63 bil- 
lion. 

BIR Deputy Commissioner Nelson Aspe 
told reporters that prior to the issuance of 
RMO No. 12-2007, revenue district offices 
(RDOs) were not pressured to audit as much 
taxpayers in a given period partly because of 
limited manpower. 

BIRORDERS/B2 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


FAST-FOOD GIANT JOLLIBEE FOODS CORP 
has tested a new restaurant concept or a 
“carinderia” type that serves Filipino food at 
very low prices. 

In a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change, Jollibee said it has introduced “Tio 
Pepe's Karinderia,” which aims to lure the 
workforce in urban centers. The pilot restau- 
rants located at Edsa Central. 

Jollibee said the low-priced Filipino food is 
the biggest segment in the Philippine “eating- 
outside-of home” market. This includes dish- 
es that are typically cooked and served in Fil- 


This is also a highly fragmented, inefficient 
market operating mainly in the informal sec- 
tor of the economy. 

“if the venture becomes successful, JFC 
would be able to raise this industry segment 
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Stocks hit |-month low 


SHARE PRICES CLOSED 1.6 PERCENT LOWER 
yesterday at their weakest finish in four weeks 
as investors took heavy losses overnight on 
Wall Street as their cue to take profits, dealers 
said. 

The composite index lost 60.73 points to 
3,645.51, off a high of 3,706.24. 

It was the lowest closing level since June 
28, when it settled at 3,642.73. 

‘The broader all-share index fell 38.05 
points to 2,368.52. 

Deciiners outnumbered gainers 109 to 19, 
with 48 stocks flat. Turnover was 3.5 billion 
shares worth P5.5 billion. 

Ron Rodrigo of Unicapital Securities sald: 
“The local market is dependent on the US 
market and (yesterday's) big decline mirrored « 
the negative sentiment in US equities." 

He said the selling here had been accelerated 
as investors began to fully digest a recent corti- 
‘ment by Fitch Ratings, which cast doubt on the 
‘government's ability to keep its budget deficit 
this year below its own ceiling of P63 billion af- 
tera poor fiscal performance in the first half. 

“Investors are being very cautious righ. 
now and negative leads such as that of Fitch 
Ratings are sinking in fast, making investors 
jittery and jumping at the chance of realizing 
their gains,” Rodrigo said. 

‘Chase Yap of online broker 2TradeAsia said 
investors were worried about the repercus- 
sions if the government failed to address its 
fiscal problems. 

“it could affect the country’s credit stand- 
ing and that would erase the stability the mar- 
ket is currently enjoying," he said. 

‘The biggest deciiners included shares in two 
subsidiaries of conglomerate Ayala Corp. Ayala 
Land shed 75 centavos to P17.50 and Bank of 
the Philippine Islands was down P2 to P68. AFP 


Discover the new BMW 5 Series and enjoy the pleasures of the business class lifestyle. 


Class-leading technology 

+ ‘Modified iDrive technology with a redesigned controller 

+ B-memory function buttons for personalized cont 

+ New electronic gear selector allowing quicker response 
time during shifting 


The new BMW 5 Series. Executive Arrival. 


‘Superior driver and passenger comfort 
‘Generous interior space and the largest trunk space in its class 
Premium leather seats and trim with soft and rich texture 
* Rear sunblinds, automatic airconditioning and electric seats 


Supreme performance and efficiency 


and aluminum components 


* Best power-to-fuel consumption ratio in its segment, thanks 
to more powerful and efficient petrol and diesel engines 
+ Lightweight engine and body construction with magnesium 


Autohaus BMW 1e 


bignews, Qosen Chy + Tet (02) 5073 Far (02) A380419 + Prestige Cars BMW 232 Pasong Tamo Estes, Matai Ciy » Tel. (02) 8928127 to 29 
ante 7utes Nah BAAN 20 C. Armona Avenua, Chron ye (02) TIGER Fa 2) 7314» Premin Cara BM CC Btn San eran Ong Hga Cayo Son Fean Pampanga = Tel (049) S777 + 


+ Fan (2) 8167325 Autozentrum BAW Wacsgë Busnes Pat, Commere Avenue, Alabang, Muu Ti (92) 7720021 lo 24 
Fa DES) BESTS Performance Auta BUM Mapas SL cat P. Bwrpas SL, Cab Ciy * Tel (02 256349) « Fac 2 2563482 
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IPVG signs up Korean 
partners for target markets 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


LISTED INFORMATION AND COM- 
‘munications company IPVG Corp. has 
forged a strategic partnership with 
Korean firms Jungchul Academy 
Philippines Inc. and Sabiclub.com 
Corp. to expand its reach into the ed- 
‘ucational tourism and Internet café 
markets. 

IPVG and Jungchul, a pioneer of 
English language teaching in Korea, 
will jointly set up Philippines-based 
language schools that will provide 
long-distance tutoring to Korea- 
based students. 

Jungchul was launched two years 


Long-distance 
tutoring, 
Internet cafés 


tion, Itis also one of the Tesda-accred- 
ited schools here in the Philippines. 
‘Meanwhile, IPVG has also collabo- 
rated with IT company Sabiclub.com 
to tap Korean Intemet users and 
gamers with Station 168 Internet 
Center, one of Korea’s fastest growing 
Internet café franchises. With more 
than 20,000 Korean members, Sta- 


ago in Manila and is already widely 
recognized for its academic reputa- 


tion 168 is strategically located in key 
locations such as Makati, Parafiaque, 


‘Tomas Morato, Baguio and Boracay. 

Sabiclub.com is an IT company of- 
fering web-related and consultancy 
services. Company president and 
GEO Dong Hun Lee said that working 
with IPVG enabled the company to 
serve the Korean niche market and to 
expand its reach to the local market 
through its new chain of Intenet 
cafés, called iHooked. 

IPVG CEO Enrique Gonzales said in 
a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change that the Korean phenomenon 
was one of the major drivers of growth 
in the Philippine economy. 

He added that the partnerships 
would help their Korean partners ex- 


pand their presence in the Philippines 
atthe same time. 


Globe sweetens Maynilad to get 
mobile Internet $60M in additional 
equity infusion 


service 


GLOBE TELECOM INC. EXPANDED THE 
availability of Yahoo! services for mobile de- 
vices of its subscribers by offering free down- 
Joads of Yahoo! Go 2.0 and Yahoo! oneSearch 
ọn the myGlobe WAP site, as well as a 50-per- 
‘cent discount on searches. 

< Yahoo! Go 2.0 is now available for down- 
‘Toad free of charge from the myGlobe WAP 
‘Site. Globe subscribers can also text “YGO” to 
£2992 to receive an SMS reply that includes a 
SWAP link for the free client download over- 
‘the-air to the mobile phone. 

=. Yahoo! Go 2.0 is a suite of Yahoo! applica- 
tions such as Yahoo! Mail, Calendar and Ad- 
dress Book that redefines the mobile Intenet 
experience through a unique product design, 
ability to personalize with content from the en- 
tire Intemet and a reinvention of mobile 
search. For example, with Yahoo! Go 2.0 wid- 
gets, personal channels for Mail, News, 
nance, Sports, Entertainment, Weather, 
Flickr™ photos and search can be customized. 

‘Meanwhile, Yahoo! oneSearch lists search 
results thatare easy to read via mobile phones 
and expands access to News, Images, Fi- 
‘nance, Weather, Flickr™, Web and mobile 
‘Web results with easy navigation to other 
‘websites. 

“With tens of millions of Globe & Yahoo! 
“customers, this collaboration helps solidify 
‘our respective leadership positions in mobile 
service innovation,” Globe president and CEO 
“Gerardo C. Ablaza Jr. told reporters. “Yahoo! 

the dominant Internet leader in the Philip- 
pines and Globe is committed to bringing the 
est Internet experience to Philippine mobile 
“subscribers.” Riza T. Olchondra 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


CONSTRUCTION GIANT DMCI 
Holdings Inc., the group of Hong 
Kong conglomerate First Pacific 
Co. Led. and investment fund 
Ashmore Group will infuse an ad- 
ditional $60 million into DMCI- 
MPIC Water Co., the joint venture 
that won the bid for 84 percent of 
Maynilad Water Services Inc. ear- 
iy this year. 

The additional investment in 
cash will raise the total capital of 
DMCLMPIC Water to $180 million 
from $120 million, DMC! president 
Isidro Consunji Jr. said after DMCT's 
stockholders’ meeting yesterday. 

DMCI will contribute $20 mil- 
lion to the equity infusion. The 
funds were raised from the recent 
sale of 400 million new shares to 
the Consunji family's private in- 
vestment firm, Dacon Corp. 

The total $180 million capital 
‘of DMCI-MPIC Water will be used 
to pay partof a debt secured from 
Calyon Bank and JP Morgan last 
year that was used to pay Mayni- 
lad’s creditors and fund capital 
expenditures after the bidding 
was won by the consortium. 

Some $240 million of the $447- 
million debt will be replaced by 
new loans from local banks, 


DMCI chief finance officer Her- 
bert Consunji said the $60-mil- 
lion infusion would be imple- 
mented after the lifting of a tem- 
porary restraining order on the 
court judge hearing Maynilad’s 
rehabilitation case. 

The petition for a restraining 
order with the Court of Appeals 
was filed by a lawyer of the super- 
visor? union of Maynilad this 
year, sources said. 

DMCI and Metro Pacific want- 
ed to get Maynilad out of rehabil- 
itation this month. 

Maynilad holds a 25-year con- 
cession granted by the state-led 
Metropolitan Waterworks and 
Sewerage System (MWSS) to 
provide water in the west zone of 
Metro Manila. Maynilad covers 
nine cities and three municipali- 
ties in Metro Manila and one city 
and five municipalities in Cavite, 
Ir currently supplies 2.1 billion 
liters a day to some 6 million peo- 
ple in the west zone. 

Maynilad’s capital expenditure 
over the life of the concession is 
40 billion, DMCI said. The con- 
sortium aims to improve Mayni- 
Jad’s nonrevenue water or water 
lost from leaks and commercial 
losses to 55 percent this year 
from the current 68 percent. 


$200-M Asean Fund to invest in RP 
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SINGAPORE-BASED ASCENDAS PTE. 
Ìtd., Asia's leading business space so- 
Jutions provider, has announced the 
first dosing of its Ascendas Asean 
Business Space Fund (Asean Fund) at 
$200 million. The Asean Fund is ex- 
pected to invest primarily in the key 
te-emerging markets of the Philip- 
pines, Vietnam and Malaysia. 

_ Specifically, it will invest in a port- 
{folio of assets such as central business 
district and suburban office space, 
technology-related facilities, as well 
$5 science, biotech and [related as- 

‘The fund will also invest in 
development projects as well 

as industrial and logistics facilities 
“Ascendas specializes in developing, 
managing and marketing IT parks, in- 
dustrial parks, (manufacturing, logis- 


tics and distribution centers), business 
parks, science parks, high-tech facili- 
ties, office and retail space. 

Chong Siak Ching, Ascendas presi- 
dent and CEO said: “The Asean Fund 
will enable investors to participate in 
a diversified geographical portfolio 
with exciting opportunities coming 
from the emerging economies of Viet- 
nam, Malaysia and the Philippines. 
‘The strong growth primarily in the in- 
dustrial as well as IT (information 
technology) and BPO (business pro- 
cess outsourcing) sectors has gener- 
ated greater demand for high-quality 
business space. This is an area where 
‘Ascendas can play a role in setting new 
benchmarks for business space solu- 
tions and bringing our unique Ascen- 
das business lifestyle to new markets.” 


Ong Beng Kheong, Ascendas’ CEO 
of Southeast Asia Operations, said: 
“The Asean Fund is an ideal vehicle 
for sophisticated investors to invest in 
real estate, both matured and devel 
‘opment assets, in some of the region's 
fastest-growing economies. We are 
committed to delivering attractive 
yields, stable income and capital 
growth to investors.” 

“From its initial size of $200 mil- 
lion, we target to grow the fund even- 
tually to $400 million with an asset 
size worth about $1 billion. We are 
actively exploring a pipeline of assets 
in Vietnam, Malaysia and the Philip- 
pines. There is growth potential from 
the addition of properties and devel- 
‘opment projects that meet our invest- 
ment criteria,” the official said. 
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From page BI 

But Aspe said Hefti decided to impose the 
30-percent target for the RDOs to shore up 
revenue collection. 

‘Aspe said there were about 10,000 to 
15,000 registered taxpayers per RDO. 

‘Examiners were asked to prioritize in their 
audit businesses suspected of falling short of 
their supposed tax remittances in the past 
years as seen in thé BIR's “benchmarking” 
method. 

‘Under the benchmarking method that was 
implemented last year, the BIR sets a per-indus- 
try benchmark on the percentage share of tax- 
‘es—such as value-added tax and income tax—to 
the gross income. Taxpayers that fall below the, 
benchmarks are subjected to audit, and those 
found to have remitted taxes less than their ol 
gation are asked to rectify their remittance. 

‘One audit strategy used by the BIR is the 
Reconciliation of Listings for Enforcement 
(Relief) wherein the agency uses third-party 
information on the purchases made by clients 
to check if the sales declarations made by a 
corporate taxpayer were accurate. 

Earlier, the BIR also ordered its personnel 
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PI Wins 4 Marketing Awards 


Bank of the Philippine Islands won 4 prestigious awards in the 
recently concluded 2nd Integrated Marketing Communications 
[Effectiveness Awards (IMCEA) beld at the University of Asia & 
Pacific on July 6, 2007. 


BPI’ two programs for the Overseas Filipinos namely the BPInoy 
<campaiga and the Expat Pinoy program each won silver awards. 
‘The BPInoy campaign relaunched BPI Direct Savings Bank, BPI's 
online bank for the Expat Filipinos. BP's Expat Pinoy program, on 


BPI Family Savings Bank also won two silver awards for its Get 
‘Started on Tomorrow campaign. Get Stated on Tomorrow is the 
iri-modia launch campaign for BPI Family Savings Bank's Deposit 
‘and Consumer Loan products. The theme line, “Get Started on 
“Tomorrow” emphasizes BPI Family Savings Bank's thrust as the 
‘bank that helps the Filipino Family get started on its dream to 
achieve a better life through superior product offerings. The 
Deposit, Auto and Housing Loan products of BPI Family Savings 


Bank likewise won for their sustaining campaigns. « 
the other hand, is a holistic program of personal financial planning 
‘and management that propagates values education, financial 
empowerment and self-reliance and entrepreneurship while at the 
same time marketing BPI's core remittance product. 


‘Showa in photo (Lto R) are. Calero, Chairman of the nd IMCEA Advisory Board 
and he Board of Judges, BPI officers Senior Manager Aune delos Rever, Manager 
(Gretel Martiner, Manager Athene Balieza, Senior Vice President Nita Claravall 
Arisan Vice President Bolet Arevalo, Poe President Andy Cua, and Deifi 
Gonzalez. Chie Financial Oicer of Globe and member of ihe Boar! of Judge. 
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With fixed payments that you can afford right now, there’s no reason to wait for your dream home. 
Introducing 
BPI Family Savings Bank’s Step UP Housing Loan 
You’ve got drive and determination. And with BPI Family Savings Bank's Step Up 
Housing Loan,your hard work will surely pay off. Step Up has very affordable 


amortization plans carrying fixed loan amounts for 15 and 20-year terms. 
Finally, you can own your dream home today. 


Choose between: 


* Computation based on a P1,000,000 loan amount on a fixed 20-year term 


For more information, call 845-6888, 754-6747, 754-6582, 754-6557 or 89-100. 
Text HOUSING<space>name<space>message and send to 0917-8910000 or 0918-8910000. 
Log on to bpiexpressontine.com or visit any BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank 
or Express Banking Center near you. 


BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 
Get started on tomorrow. 


oO 


Initially available in Metro Manila and soon in the provinces. 
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Sale of assets seen to make up for shortfall 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE INTERAGENCY DEVELOPMENT 
Budget Coordination Committee 
(DBC) has slashed the government’s 
tax and duty collection target for the 
year by about P30 billion in view of 
the poor first semester performance 
of both the Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue and Customs. 

But the DBCC, which sets the gov- 
emment’s economic and fiscal tar- 
gets, raised the government's target 
revenues from its privatization pro- 
gram in a bid to still meet the total 
Tevenue target for the year and stay 
within the budget deficit ceiling of 
P63 billion. 

“A source from the DBCC said the 
BIR's tax collection target for the year 
was reduced from P765.8 billion to 
P741.3 billion, while that of the Bu- 
reau of Customs was cut from P228.2 
billion to P223.1 billion. 

‘To cover for the reduction in tax 
collection, the government has 
raised its nontax revenue target to 
P145.2 billion from P115.6 billion. 
‘The nontax incomes of the govern- 
ment come in the form of proceeds 
from privatization, fees and 
charges collected by line agencies, 
and dividends from state-owned 
firms. 

‘However, the increase in the non- 
tax revenue collection is expected to 


come largely from privatization. 

‘The government raised its privati- 
zation revenue target to P55.2 bil- 
lion from P25.7 billion, as it lined up 
for sale big-ticket assets including 
stakes in San Miguel Corp., Manila 
Electric Co. and Philippine National 
Oil Co.-Energy Development Corp. 
(PNOG-EDC). The sale of these 
shares is targeted for completion 
within the year. 

‘A source from the DBCC said it 
was prudent to slash the revenue 
targets of the BIR and the BOC as 
these two had already been show- 
ing difficulty to raise their collec- 
tions. 

If all the assets lined up for privati- 
zation were sold this year, the govern- 
ments revenue projection could be 
considered conservative. Earlier esti- 
mates showed the government could 
generate about P50 billion from its 
SMC stake, P6-P10 billion from its 
Meralco stake, and billions more 
from PNOC-EDC. 

‘The Department of Finance earlier 
said the government was sticking to 
its goal of reducing the budget deficit 
to only P63 billion this year, from last 
year’s P64.8 billion, despite the huge 
tax collection shortfall in the first 
half. 

Besides beefing up efforts to pri- 
vatize assets, the DOF said, the gov- 
ernment had also ordered the BIR 
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Gov't cuts BIR, Customs tax collection targets 
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and the BOC to implement mea- 
sures to enhance efficiency in tax 
collection. Finance officials said 
though that the BIR could only re- 
cover part of its shortfall in the first 
half, and still collect about P20 bil- 
lion less than its original target of 
P765.8 billion. 

‘The goal of limiting the deficit this 
year to only P63 billion is consistent 
with the aim of hitting a balanced 
budget by next year. 

‘The DOF said the governnient was 
not reneging on its commitment to in- 
vestors and the capital markets that it 
would be working on achieving a zero 
deficit starting next year, 

The other day, international 
credit rating firm Fitch Ratings re- 
leased a report projecting a P125- 
billion deficit for the Philippines, 
citing the government's failure to 
collect revenues as targeted in the 
first half. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves, 
however, issued a statement saying 
that the expected proceeds from pri- 
vatization and efforts to increase tax 
collection would make up for the 
first-half slippage. 

The poor tax collection in the first 
half led the Palace to let go of former 
Revenue Commissioner Jose Mario 
Bunag and naming Deputy Commis- 
sioner Lilian Hefti as its oficer in 
charge. 


Rennaisance Hotel in Makati 


Remonde. The 


should send the following message: 
of town’ and send to 2973. 


é 


‘THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL, COURTESY 
of the DOF—which means the Depart- 
ment of Finance, not “dirty, old and 
fat”—is a big cut’in the collection tar- 
get of the BIR. 

It’s a hefty slice of P10 billion, ac- 
cording to BIR insiders. 

In all likelihood, the DOF is only 
helping the acting commissioner of 
‘the BIR, the career CPA-lawyer Deputy 
‘Commissioner Lalain Hefti, who re- 
“Iplaced former BIR boss Jose Mario 
{Butiag starting this month, to hit the 
“much lower target. She is a lucky lady 
Hfor‘obvious reasons. 

Just when we thought the DOF 
was really dead set about hitting the 
revenue targets of this (formerly 
cute) administration, since the 
Palace had to fire Bufiag apparently 
for the BIR’s missing its target early 
this year, the DOF slips this one qui- 
etly. 

Dowe get it that the targets were re- 

ally unrealistic? But who set the tar- 
gets in the first place? 
LEST YOU think that the taxmen are 
not going to come knocking on—or 
better yet, “banging”—the door, the 
target cut does not do anything to slow 
down those in the bureau with some 
wicked intention, 

On the contrary, from what I heard 
in business, those dreaded LAs (i.e. 
letters of authority) from the BIR are 
now flying all over business town. 

‘The BIR has the power to issue LAs 
to conduct tax audits on corporations 
that the BIR suspects of committing 
tax fraud, 

In business, it is not a secret that 
‘such LAs have been abused in the past. 


Lady’s luck 


BREAKTIME 
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They became the licenses for un- 
scrupulous BIR people to harass busi- 
ness outfits. 

During his time, however, former 
Revenue Commissioner Jose Mario 
Bufiag insisted that the BIR would on- 
ly issue LAs if it had prima facie evi- 
dence of fraud. 

That is no longer the case today. Uh- 
oh! Commented the owner of a big 
fast-food chain: “Look out!” 
‘THENEWLY promoted head ofthe BIR 
large taxpayer unit is the same BIR of- 
ficer in Makati for whom the Lola at 
the Palace issued a special executive 
order, to put him in that much-sought- 
after position in the bureau. 

Yes, its none other than Charlie 
(a.k.a. Cesar) Lim, the former RDO in 
Makati, He now virtually heads 
the—er, shall we say—“plum” unit in 
the entire bureau, since only the BIR 
acting commissioner herself—Lalain 
Hefti—was placed on top of him. 

Whadayano—the commissioner, 
whether acting or not, always has oth- 
er things to do, aside from rummaging 
through the records of big taxpayers! 

Moreover, it does not make sense 
for Hefti to accept the BIR top post, a 
position that is co-terminus with the 
term of the Lola in Malacafiang, which 


ends in 2010. And that's less than 
three years from now. 

But Hefti is young enough to be my 
daughter. I mean, really, she still has 
many years left in the bureau as a ca- 
reer CPA-lawyer. 

Thus, word goes around that the Lo- 
la has some other guy lined up for the 
BIR position. Business is eagerly 
watching. 

Tn the meantime, they have to deal 
with those LAs that are now flying all 
‘over town like blood-sucking bats. 
SURE, the Malacafiang creation called 
PASG, or the Presidential Anti-Smug- 
gling Group, filed criminal cases 
against some people who were sus- 
pected of involvement in the alleged 
smuggling of billions of pesos worth of 
imported fuel out of the Subic free 
port. 

PASG Antonio Villar Jr. ordered the 
filing of the cases against officials and 
stockholders of the company called 
Tri-Solid Movers Services. 

‘They are Veronica Alabastro, Eduar- 
do Alino, Stella Alino, Yolanda Galina- 
to, Rafael Soza and Oliver Lim. 

‘Oliver Lim is said to be the son of 
Jimmy Lim, who also has operations at 
the Subic free port, importing used ve- 
hicles and heavy equipment, which he 
auctions off in Malinta, Bulacan. 

‘The charges filed against the six 
suspects were falsification of public 
document and violation of the Tariff 
and Customs Code. 

And that's it? 

ACTUALLY, the Subic Bay Metropoli- 
tan Authority conducted an audit of 
the company’s fuel importation in the 


past couple of years. 

‘The audit showed that the company 
could not account for some 122 mil- 
lion liters of imported fuel—still with 
unpaid taxes and duties, at that. 

Under the Subic free port system, 
such fuel importation is tax free, as 
long as it stays inside the free port 
zone. 

Let’s talk only of the e-VAT. The un- 
explained, er, “missing” fuel importa- 
tion of Tri-Solid must involve close to 
P500 million in e-VAT—still not paid 
for! 

‘And that’s only so far this year, ac- 

cording to various sources, 
ASISAID, the PASG filed cases of falsi- 
fication, since Tri-Solid had claimed 
that the imported fuel was used for 
tax-free purposes. 

From what gathered, the company 
claimed that it had sold the fuel to 
‘companies that were entitled to tax- 
free fuel importation. 

Unfortunately, at least one of the 
‘companies denied to the authorities 
that it had ever bought tax-free fuel 
from Tri-Solid. 

So what happened to those millions 
of liters of imported fuel? Remember, 
boss, involved were truckloads upon 
truckloads of imported fuel. And Tri- 
Solid could not produce the proof to 
show where they all went. I mean, it 
could not have used the fuel to water 
the plants at Subic, right? 

But the real question is this: How 
come the Bureau of Customs is very 
‘quiet on the case? It is the agency that 
is supposed to stop such hanky panky, 
right? Or did somebody there got 
lucky too? 


AIG PhilAm launches 5 year certificates of deposit 


AIG PHILAM SAVINGS BANK INC. SAID 
it had launched its maiden issue of long- 
term negotiable certificates of deposit 
(LTNCD), making it the first thrift bank 
to issue this instrument in the domestic 
market, 

‘The bank's plan to offer up to P3 bil- 
lion worth of LTNCDs over a 12-month 
period has been approved by the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas and the 
Monetary Board. It intends to offer a 
minimum of P1 billion worth of the 


Imports fell 3 


From page BI 


With exports earlier reported to have 
reached $20.42 billion for the first five 
months of the year, the country's bal- 
ance of trade hit a deficit of $188 mil- 
lion during the period. 

‘The decline in imports from January 
to May raised doubts whether the coun- 
try could still meet the government's of- 
ficial target of a 10-percent exports 
‘growth for 2007. 

Jonathan Ravelas, market strate- 
gist for Banco de Oro, said it was still 
too early to tell whether or not ex- 


first series of LTNCDs in July 2007. 
‘The funds to be raised will be used to 
finance the bank's long-term assets ex- 
pansion. 

“Our stable operational profitability 
and affiliation with American Interna- 
tional Group (AIG) and Philamlife will 
be the key success factors for the LT- 
NCD issue offer,” AIG PhilAm Savings 
Bank president and CEO Joven Reyes 
said. 

“Our LTNCD will pay interest on a 


ports would meet the government's 
growth target. 

He said the drop in imports could 
have been due to rising commodity 
prices in the world market and was a 
natural consequence of higher demand 
in the developed countries. 

“You have rising commodity prices in 
the international market so it should 
have affected demand for certain 
goods, but its too early to be alarmed. 
The government's 10-percent exports 
growth target is still a fighting target,” 
he said. 

The electronics industry earlier 


monthly basis, unlike other LTNCDs of 
recent offering. Furthermore, it is tax- 
free if held until maturity while provid- 
ing liquidity to the investor due to its ne- 
gotiability in the secondary market,” 
Reyes added. 

‘The LTNCDs will mature in five years 
and one month and will bear a fixed in- 
terest rate of 7.25 percent per year, 

Commonly referred to as a bond- 
deposit hybrid product, the LTNCDs 
are covered by the Philippine De- 


.4% in May to $4.45B 


said it was expecting exports, which 
posted a 7.7-percent year-on-year 
growth in the first five months, to be 
higher in the second half with the ex- 
pected rise in demand for consumer 
electronics. 

‘The second-biggest imports for May 
were mineral fuels, lubricants and re- 
lated materials ($796 million), trans- 
port equipment ($200.34 million), in- 
dustrial machinery and equipment 
($154.75 million), textile, yarn, fabrics 
and related materials ($117.87 mil- 
lion), cereals and cereal preparation 
($116.31 million), chemicals ($83.83 


posit Insurance ‘Corp. up to 
P250,000 per depositor. Like a 
bond, the LTNCD is a long-term in- 
vestment that may be negotiated 
before maturity. 

‘The bank has appointed Standard 
Chartered Bank as the arranger, regis- 
trar, paying agent and market maker. 
AIG PhilAm Savings Bank, SCB and 
Citicorp Financial Services & Insur- 
ance Brokerage Phils. are the desi 
nated selling agents. 


million), iron and steel ($81.97 mil- 
lion), plastics ($69.45 million), and 
dairy products ($66.41 million). 

‘The biggest source of imports was 
still the United States, which accounted 
for $595.82 million. 

Other top import sources were Sin- 
gapore ($482.46 million), Japan 
($418.68 million), China ($325.43 mil- 
lion), Taiwan ($301.01 million), Saudi 
Arabia ($288.6 million), Ireland 
($220.83 million), South Korea 
($206.76 million), Thailand ($180.29 
million) and Hong Kong ($175.9 mil- 
lion). Michelle V. Remo 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo leads the launching of the Micro Asenso! Text Facility at the 

r. With the President are (from left) Edgar Generoso, president 
and chief executive officer of People’s Credit and Finance Corp. and Presidential Management 
Staff head and oversight officer for Micro, Small and Medium Entrepreneurship (MSME) Cerge 
ro Asenso! Text Facility aims to make it easy for MSMEs to locate micro- 
financing centers in their areas. The borrower types the following message 
(space) name of city” and send to 2973. To find an MFI in the provinces, micro entrepreneurs 
“Micro (space) find (space) name of province (comma) name 


“Micro (space) find 


Yap pushing 

for expansion 
of areas planted 
to tobacco 


By Amy R.Remo 


AGRICULTURE SECRETARY ARTHUR C. YAP 
has urged the National Tobacco Administra- 
tion to pursue programs aimed at expanding 
the areas planted to tobacco, citing the huge 
demand in the local market. 

“Last year, local cigarette manufacturers im- 
ported as much as 71.8 million kilos of tobacco 
eaves while the country’s tobacco sector pro- 
duced only 45 million kilos,” Yap said during 
the celebration of NTAS 20th anniversary. 

In the first quarter of 2007, total tobacco 
production was valued at P755 million, up 
22.5 percent from P616.5 million in the same 
period last year. 

“You have to note that tobacco companies 
are importing more than what we are produc- 
ing. You are accountable to your most impor- 
tant clients—65,000 leaf farmers, whose fam- 
ilies depend on this trade,” the agriculture 
secretary told the NTA. 

“I don't believe that these manufacturers 
really want to source their raw materials else- 
where if they can buy it here,” added Yap. 

Hie also asked the NTA to concentrate not 
only on production but also on the provision 
of the infrastructure and technology needed 
to ensure the sector's sustainable growth. 

‘To complete the supply chain, wider mar- 
ket access or selling avenues should be pro- 
vided to farmers. If farmers can sell more, the 
financial incentive can consequently urge 
them to plant and produce more. 

Yap told the NTA that its priority should be 
to ensure that “farmers are earning much 
more than they did 20 years back when the 
NTA was put up.” 

“The NTA does not exist for tobacco alone 
neither does it exist for tobacco manufactur- 
ing companies. NTA exists for the protection 
of the interest and livelihood of the tobacco 
farmers,” he said. 

He said the NTA should focus on raising farm- 
ers income from tobacco production; creating 
‘more livelihood and jobs for them; tapping the 
huge potential of the local market; expanding 
production areas, and ensuring that the quality 
of tobacco is at par with those imported. 

Yap also said the NTA needs to refocus its 
resources on more important projects to ad- 
dress the needs of farmers in terms of plant- 
ing, harvesting, drying and storing. 

“The NTA should also tap and consult the 
private sector for the business side of the trade. 
1 believe they would be willing to help develop 
tobacco industry if needed,” he added. 


Jollibee ... 


From page BI 


to a higher level of quality and efficiency 
thereby improving the lives of Filipino con- 
sumers, particularly those from the lower in- 
come households,” Jollibee said, 

Jollibee said it would provide more consis- 
tency in food quality, better hygiene, sanita- 
tion, nutrition, food safety and better restau- 
rant conditions at food prices the ordinary Fil- 
ipino worker can afford. 

‘The Jollibee group of companies operates 
the country's biggest food service network with 
1,385 stores in the Philippines as of June 30. 

This figure is broken down into 583 Jol- 
libee stores, 367 Chowking stores, 237 Green- 
wich stores, 163 Red Ribbon stores and 35 
Delifrance stores. 


aurspay, JULY 26, 2007 
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FLAGS of the | pees Dialogue Partners of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
flutter as a worker weeds out the Philippine International Convention Center, the venue for 
the 40th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting and the ASEAN Regional Forum. Thousands of police 


Lo 


are mobilized to secure delegates for the ministerial meetings July 29-Aug. 2. 


China, Asean 
on way 
to finalizing 
trade pact 


‘SINGAPORE—SOUTHEAST ASIAN NA- 
tions and China are on track to establish- 
ing a free trade pact with just a number 
of details to be ironed out, a senior 
ASEAN official said Monday. 

“We are on track on (the) ASEAN- 
China” free trade area, said Ong Keng 
Yong, secretary-general of the 10- 
member Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations. 

‘Trade between China and ASEAN, 
expanding by nearly 40 percent a year, 
is likely to exceed $200 billion a year 
by 2008, two years before the free 
trade area is due to be established in 
2010. 

“By 2010 is well within our expecta- 
tions,” Ong said on the sidelines of alun- 
cheon with American business leaders in 
Singapore. 

Plans were set in 2002 for a free trade 
area with China. 

This move will create a market of 
about 1.8 billion consumers—more than 
a quarter of humanity—and trade total- 
ing more than $2 trillion (eurol.6 tril- 
lion). 

Countries have already begun 
slashing tariffs on some products, 
though tough negotiations continue 
on loosening trade restrictions for fi- 
nance and other vital service indus- 
tries. 

“Some services still (need) to be 
ironed out,” Ong said, without elaborat- 
ing. 

He said negotiations on how the 
agreement will cover investments be- 
tween the China and ASEAN will hope- 
fully be completed by the end of the 


year. 

ASEAN is a key market for Chinese 
manufacturers, as well as a source for 
energy, rubber, minerals and other natu- 
ral resources. 

ASEAN’s members are Brunei, Cam- 
bodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myan- 
mar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thai- 
Jand and Vietnam. 

‘These countries range from some of 
Southeast Asia's most affluent to some of 
its poorest. AP 


$74.75 A BARREL 


Oil falls as rise in output seen 


SINGAPORE—OIL PRICES SLID FOR 
a fourth day on Wednesday, on fore- 
casts of higher refinery production in 
the United States that would ease 
worries over fuel supplies during 
peak summer demand. 

London Brent crude currently seen 
as more representative of the world 
market, fell 33 cents to $74.75 a bar- 
rel by early yesterday afternoon, after 
tumbling $1.78 on Tuesday. US crude 
for September traded 25 cents lower 
10 $73.31, 

US gasoline stocks were seeing ris- 
ing 400,000 barrels last week as re- 
finery ‘usage increased sharply, 
though strong summer demand is 
likely to have limited the potential for 
a larger build, a Reuters survey of an- 
alysts showed. 

“The recent return of some US re- 
fineries from unplanned outages is a 
bearish element,” said Harry Tehilin- 
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‘SINGAPORE—ASIAN SHARES FELL 
‘on Wednesday, with exporters such as 
Toyota Motor Corp. hit by the rising 
yen and mounting concerns about the 
health of the US economy, while 
falling oil prices weighed on energy 
stocks. 

‘The yen hit a 2% month high 
against the dollar as investors bailed 
out of stocks and risky trades fi- 
nanced by borrowing in the Japanese 
currency. 

The rush to safety buoyed govern- 
ment bonds and kept gold near 11- 
week highs. 

European stock markets were also 
set for another rough day with UK's 
FTSE 100 index seen down 0.5 per- 
cent, Germany's DAX 0.9 to 1.0 per- 
cent weaker and France's CAC 40 0.8 
to 1.0 percent lower, according to 
London bookmakers 

Japan's Nikkei fell 0.8 percent to 
it's lowest close in a month, tracking 
heavy losses on Wall Street, where 
poor results from DuPont Co. and a 
top mortgage lender reignited fears 
about the broader fall-out from the 
weak housing sector. 

Canon fell 2 percent and Toyota 


Asia shares slip on US housing woes, strong yen 


1.3 percent, while oil shares IPETE 
slid almost 3 percent on the back of 
falling crude prices. 

South Korea bucked the down- 
trend and its benchmark rose 0.6 per- 
cent to a record close after Moody’s 
Investors Service raised the country’s 
rating, underscoring the optimistic 
‘outlook for Asia's fourth-largest econ- 
omy. 

MSCT's index of Asia Pacific stocks 
excluding Japan fell 0.4 percent after 
three consecutive record highs, with 
Wall Street's worst one-day drop 
since mid-March casting a pall over 
the region's markets. 

Hong Kong dipped 0.3 percent, the 
‘Australian benchmark lost 1.2 per- 
cent, Singapore fell 0.6 percent, 
while Taiwan erased early losses to 
trade virtually fat. 

‘The dollar regained some ground 
against the euro and hovered around 
$1.3810 after hitting another all-time 
low of $1.3853 on Tuesday. 

But the US currency, dogged by per- 
sistent worries about US credit market 
problems, sank as low as 119.80 
yen—the lowest since mid-May before 
edging back above 120 yen. 


Wall Street’s drop casts pall over region’s markets -. 


“There are more risk aversion moves 
as higher market volatility is making in- * 
vestors nervous,” said Tohru Sasaki, 
chief currency strategist at JP Morgan : 
Chase Bank in Tokyo. & 

“That is prompting investors to! 
square short yen positions.” a 

Volatile share and currency mar- 
kets and heightened uncertainty": 
about the performance of the world's 
biggest economy bolstered safe- 
haven investments. 

Japanese and US government 
bond futures hit seven-week highs. . 
Gold hit an 11-week high in late New = 
York trade before giving up some of, 
the gains in Asia, 2 

In a sign of poor sentiment, finan:, 
cial markets brushed off assurances, 
from two top Federal Reserve officials 
that the US economy was not at risk., 
of a credit crunch despite problems in 
high-risk mortgage investments. 

Instead, investors will look to US. 
existing home sales data due om 
Wednesday and new homes sales dué 
on Thursday, worried that persistent 
housing market weakness will dent” 
consumer spending and hurt other 
sectors oftheeconomy. Reuters 


South Korean economy grew 4.9% in second quarter 


SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA—SOUTH 
Korea's economy grew sharply in the 
second quarter, expanding at its fastest 
rate in a year, fueled by strong output of 
semiconductors, ships and automobiles, 
the Bank of Korea said Wednesday. 

Gross domestic product expanded 
4.9 percent in the three months ending 
June 30 from the same period last year, 
the central bank said in a statement. 
That was up from the 4 percent rate in 
the first quarter and the highest since 
growth of 5.1 percent in the second 
quarter last year. 

‘Compared to the previous quarter, the 
economy grew 1.7 percent, the fastest 
quarterly pace since it recorded the 
same rate in the fourth quarter of 2005. 

‘Separately, Moody's Investors Service 
raised South Korea's long-term foreign 
currency and local currency ratings to A2 
from A3. A2 is the sixth-highest level and 
five rungs above “junk” status. 

Moody's, which last raised South Korea's 
sovereign credit ratings in March 2002, cit- 


ec the countrys sound fiscal policies, solid 
economy and easing intemational tensions 
surrounding North Korea for the action, 
Which was widely expected 

“GDP was strong,” said Oh Suk-tae, 
‘economist for Citibank in Seoul. “The 
issue is whether it’s sustainable or not.” 
He attributed the better-than-expected 
numbers largely to a recovery in South 
Korea's semiconductor industry, home 
to two of the world’s biggest memory 
chip makers, Samsung Electronics Co. 
and Hynix Semiconductor. 

Oh said the quarter-on-quarter figure 
corresponds to annualized growth of 7 
percent, the highest since 11.2 percent 
in the fourth quarter of 2003. 

‘The manufacturing sector grew 3.6 
percent in the second quarter, rebound- 
ing from a contraction of 0.9 percent in 
the first quarter. 

South Korea's exports grew 5.2 per- 
cent, nearly doubling from the first 
quarter's 2.7 percent expansion. 

“The acceleration in growth was 


Amazon.com profit soars 
on strong sales of books 


SEATTLE—INVESTORS WENT ON 
an Amazon.com Inc. shopping spree 
after the web retailer said its second- 
quarter profit more than tripled, 
thanks to strong sales of books, mu- 
sicand electronics worldwide. 

Wall Street may also have been 
cheering a slowdown in spending. 
on technology after several years 
of heavy investment. 

Before the announcement, 
shares of Amazon sank $2.49, or 
3.5 percent, to close at $69.25. 
They skyrocketed $14.70, or 21 
percent, to $83.95 in after-hours 
electronic trading. 

‘The surge came on a day when 
Wall Street pulled back sharply as 
investors dealt with disappoint- 
ing earnings reports and rising 
concerns about the mortgage 
market. The Dow Jones industri- 
als fell more than 200 points. 

‘Amazon's quarterly earnings 
climbed to $78 million (eu- 
1056.39 million), or 19 cents per 
share, from $22 million, or 5 
cents per share during the same 
period last year. Sales jumped 35 


per share on $2.81 billion (eu- 
102.03 billion) in sales, according 
toa Thomson Financial survey. 
“As you start on the revenue 
line and work your way down the 
income statement, I think it was 
just all-around strong,” said Dan 
Geiman, an analyst at McAdams 
Wright Ragen. “They're in a sweet 
spot in terms of adding selection, 
adding convenience and lower- 
ing those prices, and I think it's 
starting to pay off for them.” 
‘Worldwide, revenue from elec- 
tronics and general merchandise 
improved 55 percent to $970 mil- 
lion (euro701.22 million), while 
sales of books, music and other 
media-category products grew 27 
percent to $1.83 billion (eu | 
101.32 billion). The retailer saida [TOTAL CAPITAL ACCOUNTS, 
weaker dollar helped improve 
sales slightly. AP 


percent to $2.88 billion (eu- 
102.08 billion) from $2.14 billion 
in the year-ago quarter. 

Both measures topped Wall 
Street's expectations. Analysts 
had forecast a profit of 16 cents 


mainly due to the strength of petro- 


chemicals, industrial machinery and 
ships,” the bank said. 

South Korea leads the global ship- 
building industry. Hyundai Heavy In- 
dustries Co., for example, is the world’s 
biggest shipbuilder. 

The growth figures surpassed the 
Bank of Korea's own estimates. The 
bank said earlier this month that it ex 
pected growth of 4.7 percent on year 
and 1.4 percent on quarter. 

Economists surveyed by Dow Jones 
Newswires on average expected 4.5 
percent growth on year and 1.3 percent 
on quarter. 


“We think the third-quarter and 
fourth-quarter GDP growth should 
moderate,” said Kim You-na, an 
economist at JP Morgan in Seoul. “The 
‘manufacturing sector will normalize in 
the second half,” she said. 

Stil, the second-quarter result was 
enough for JP Morgan to raise its full- 
year growth forecast for South Korea's 
economy to 4.6 percent from 4.4 per- 
cent, she said. 

Private consumption, which is most- 
ly consumer spending and accounts for 
at least half of the economy, rose 0.8 
percent. Construction, however, de- 
clined 1.8 percent. 
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STATEMENT OF CONDITION 
(Head Office and Branches) 
As of June 30, 2007 


TOTAL LIABILITIES AND CAPITAL ACCOUNTS 


ASSETS 
AMOUNT 

Cash and Cash nems 

Due from Bangko Sentral ng Pipinas 

Due from Omer Banks 

Held fo Maturty Financial investments (Net) 

Recarvabies from Customers (Net) 

Bark Premises, Furnitures, Fixtures, & Equipments (Net) 

Omer Assets (Net) 

Ones 
TOTAL ASSETS 


LIABILITIES 


[Savings Deposts 

| Time Deposis 

\Unesrned income and Other Deferred Credits 

Otter Lsbites 

TOTAL LIABILITIES e 


|CAPITAL ACCOUNTS 


iae 


(1.833.657) 


Zass | 


547/008 
1.587.785 
31.896.433 
28.105.130 
5,405,844 

1,096,830 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Jaime C. Gonzalez 
828,608 ‘ChairmanDirector 
‘Aledo M. Yao 
Director 


4313357 
1.287.388 

272.957 
1.789.783 


PRINCIPAL OFFICER 


Gerardo V. Munda 
President 


Molin B. Cañedo 
Treasurer 


50.000.000 
16.535.820 


002,259, 


(ther Information: 
1. Deposits of 
a. Banks 


2. Compliance with Magna Carta Law: 
Presented 
Bato of Compliance 
‘Actual Compliance 


359% 


3. Amount of non-performing loans 


B lor Small Entarnrisos 


saasaa 


23 for Medium Ent 
346% 


540,721 


guirian, oil analyst at BNP Paribas. 

“While US gasoline imports in 
this week's data are likely to stay 
subdued, higher refinery runs and 
more blending should lift domestic 
supply.” 

US crude stocks were seen 
falling 1.2 million barrels last 
week in the government data due 
later on Wednesday, dropping for 
the third week running, but this 
would still leave stocks about 5 
percent above the level this time 
last year. 

The Brent market's losses from 
an 11-month high above $77 last 
week have stopped a near two- 
month rally that came on specula- 
tive buying and worries over sum- 
mer gasoline supplies, but OPEC 
has so far resisted pumping addi- 
tional crude. 

OPEC's second-biggest produc- 


er Iran said on Tuesday the ex- 
porter group, which agreed to cut 
output last year as prices were slid- 
ing, would ramp up output if nec- 
essary. 

This follows similar remarks from 
OPEC President Mohammed al-Ham- 
li who said on Sunday the cartel was 
worried high oil prices might hurt the 
world economy. 

Production from non-OPEC Rus- 
sia will remain steady until 2020, 
its Economy Ministry said on Tues- 
day, broadly confirming the out- 
look by the International Energy 
Agency. 

The ministry said in its long-term 
economic outlook that it expected 
production from Russia, the world’s 
second-largest oil exporter after Sau- 
di Arabia, to level off at 10.6 million 
barrels per day between 2015 and 
2020. ‘Reuters 


4. Ratio of non-performing loans to total loan portfolio 
5. General provision for loan losses 

| 6. Specii provision tor ioan losses 

|7- Ratum on equity ROE) 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES ) 
MAKATI CITY ss. 


416% 
62,206 

754,948 
251% 


I/WE, Melin B. Cañedo and Manusi C. Valdaz ofthe above-mentioned bank do solemnly swear that 
at maners sel forth inthe above stalement of condition are true and correct to the best of our knowledge and belief. 


(S90.) MELVIN B. CAÑEDO 
Treasurer 


(Sod. ) MANUEL C. VALDEZ 
President 


SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this 20th day of July, 2007, aliant exhibiting to me histhethelr 
Community Tax No.00703747 issued at Cebu on January 04, 2007 and Community Tax No.0157637S issued at 
Mania on January 03, 2007. 
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Book No. Itt 
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(894) temael C. Bier 
Notary Public, 
Unit December 31, 2007 
PTR No. 03114553; 1.11.07 - Makati Ciy 
Ral of Atornaye No. 40580 
Lte Mombor Ro No. 03768 
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& Iam home in Heaven, dear ones; 
ia Oh so happy and so bright! 
There is perfect joy and beauty 

In this everlasting light 


NATIVIDAD HERRERA GALANG 


NOVEMBER 26, 1925 —July 24, 2007 


THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2007 


a 
The management and staff 


of 


Jesus, thank you for Nanay. The strength of her 
love kept us together while she lived and much © e 
more now that she is with You. Dole Philippin es 
Her husband PETE t , 
her children JUN and DOLLY CUNANAN, 
LYDIA, BENG and JOSEPH CORONEL, 
BANNY and DWIGHT RAMOS, 
ROWEE and ROMER MARTIN 


condole with the family of our 


former Chairman and President (1967 — 1973) 


GERONIMO Z. VELASC 


who peacefully joined our Creator on July 16, 2007. 


Her beloved grandchildren, 
TESS, ISSA and CHRIS GALANG 
TRINA, JON and MINNIE CORONEL 
KAREN RAMOS, 

ALEXIS and ANDRE’ MARTIN 


Her brothers and sister- in-law, 
MANOLING and FLOR HERRERA, CESAR t 


Her sisters and brothers —in- law 
VIRGINIA + and FORTUNATO + PAHIMULIN, 
ANGELING and PETE t MAGPANTAY, 
ALICE and NAP DE GUZMAN, 

CITA + and LALING t GNILO 

And all of her relatives and friends Let us pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 
request the pious reader to pray for the eternal 
repose of her soul. 


Her mortal remains lie in state 
at NACIONAL MEMORIAL HOMES, 
264 G. Araneta Ave.; QC 


NATIONAL 


CLASSIFIEDS 


has peacefully joined our Lord on July 24, 2007 
at the age of 86. 

His loving wife NIEVES; children MARISSA & VERN, 
PAULITO & JANICE, ROGER & CRIS, MARIEL, MARIANNE 
& MIKE, grandchildren RYAN, RIA, PAUL, MICHAEL, JENNY, 
JOREL, ANTONIO, KEVIN, KIKO and KARIZ; sister 
ERLINDA, his devoted ‘ange!’ Mila; and all relatives and friends 
request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul 
His remains lie in state at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, 
Mahinhin St, UP Village, Quezon City. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to either one of his 
favorite charities: Medical Mission Sisters or Center for Migrant 
Youth. 
Interment will be announced later. 


SOS 
# 


Funeral Mass will be on Saturday, 
July 28, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. 
Interment will follow at 10:00 am, 
Loyola Memorial Park — Marikina. 


Classified Ads: 


Centre on Integrated Rural 
Development for Asia 

and the Pacific 

Philippine Economic 

Zone Authority... 
Department of 

Labor-NCR.... 

National Power Corporation .. 


je 
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“Even when 1 walk through a dark valley, I feel no farm. 
For you are at my side, your rod and staff give me courage.” 


-Psabn 23:4 


SANTOS ALBERTO “TOTI” 
ESPIRITU - BALMAGEDA 


December 1, 1956 - July 21, 2007 
Passed away in New Jersey, U.S.A. 


the world that He gave 
His only Begotten Son that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” John 3:16 


CECILIA TOMINES DATOC 


(November 22, 1954- July 21, 2007) à 

Peacefully joined our Lord on July 21, 2007. 4 mee 
Her loving husband Daniel, daughter Hillary Her loving children: Virginia & Albert, Edgardo & 
Ingrid, and all relatives and friends request the aaas e kines 
pion seaclid o pey Far We imc epee OERE e ikea p pro lanes ed 
aas request the readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul 
Her body lies in state at La Funeraria Paz, Inc., G. 
Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 
Interment will be on July 29, 2007 at Himlayang 

| Pilipino Memorial Park after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 


Pura Reyes Pulido 
Born on November 20, 1921, 
powell joined ler 
Cretor on July 22, 2007 at 
the age of. 

His bereaved family, wife Janet, children Alberto and Jan Peter, parents 
Cornelio Jr. (t) and Patty, brothers and sisters Don and Ogie Alviar, 
|- Boy and Liza, Frankie and Connie, Willy, Gerry and Aida Surla, Toy 
and Betty Leveriza, and Raffy and Erika; nephews, nieces and other 

|: relatives and friends request prayers for the repose of his soul. 


Her remains lie in state at Chapel 5, La Funeraria Paz, 


| Toti will be buried on Thursday, July 26, 2007 at Holy Cross Cemetery, G Araneta Ave, Q.C. Tel. No. 749-3806 


North Arlington, New Jersey, after the 10:00 a.m. Mass atthe Holy Rosary 
Church, Jersey City, U.S.A. 


Interment will be announced later. 
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“The Family Survival Book’: Every home should have one 


Events 


WHEN HAZARDS STRIKE YOUR HOUSE, WHAT DO YOU DO? 
Homes in both urban and rural areas are prone to all kinds of acci- 
dents, emergencies and disasters, be it a flash flood, typhoon or 
earthquake. When such mishaps occur, does the average Filipino fam- 
ly know what to do? 
Finally, Filipinos can have all the vital information in their fingertips 
ith “Family Survival: A Guide to Family Safety During Disasters”, a 
‘Fnanual written by Anthony R. Golez Jr MD, an authority on disaster 
‘prevention and counter-disaster measures. Golez is the Deputy Admin- 
istrator of the Office of Civil Defense (OCD), a vital arm of the 
Department of National Defense. Golez has also been in charge of the 
National Disaster Coordinating Council Communications Group. 
“Earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, tropical cyclones, tsunamis and 
floods are constant threats to the country, making the Philippines one 
of the most disaster-prone countries in the world,” states Golez, the 
young man appointed by President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo the offi- 
cial government spokesperson for Disaster Management and 


Preparedness covering a serious spectrum of natural catastrophes. “The 
Family Survival” book aims to empower citizens with the knowledge 
about what to do, what to have, and who to call before, during and af- 
ter every disaster. 

‘The practical-step-by-step procedure makes this “Family Survival” 
book a must-have for every household. If a family man or woman cares 
for his loved ones, then the guide should practically sit on the sala shelf, 
right beside the Holy Bible or the Holy Quran or the phone directory in 
every home. 

“The Family Survival” guide has compiled various ways in order for 
a person to prepare and act accordingly in a certain disaster. The book 
gives pragmatic tips on how to respond to these times of danger, to re- 
duce risks and to apply first aid measures in case of accidents. 

‘An example of the book's significant content is a chapter of First Aid, 
which shows how one can attend to an accident victim on site. It gives 
the readers tips on how to institute emergency treatment for fractures, 
transport the injured, and contro! external bleeding. 


Other chapters cover such topics as typhoons, volcanic eruptions, 
earthquakes, tsunamis, and even bird flu. The book is bilingual, thus, 
you could read all pertinent information in English or in Filipino. 

This book may very well save your life and the life of your loved ones. 
Too often we think this would never happen to us. Well, that is what 
probably thousands of victims throughout history thought, too. 

Golez graduated from the University of Santo Tomas Faculty of 
Medicine and Surgery in 2000, and also holds an MBM in Health 
from the Ateneo Graduate School of Business, through a grant 
from Pfizer Philippines Leaders for Health Program. Today, his 

idvocacy for nationwide disaster management and coordination 
with local governments and schools concerning safety measures 
takes much of his time. The author is also a reserve officer with the 
rank of Major in the Medical Corps Armed Forces of the Philip 

“The Family Survival: A Guide to Family Safety During Disasters”, 
will be available at National Bookstore and Powerbooks outlets. 
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Join us as: 


Absolutely Essential 
Happy, fun personality 
Inexhaustible smiles 
Boundless energy 
Humility 


Fluent spoken English 
Good communication skills 


Benefits include: 


© Free flights 


added advantage. 
Please bring along : 


Prippines 
Department of Transpo 


Genuine interest to serve people 


© Original and copies of ID & Passport 
© 1 recent colour head & shoulder photograph (passport size) 
© 1 recent colour full-body photograph (postcard size) 

© Original & Copies of education and other relevant certificates 


jn and Communications 


‘MARITIME INDUSTRY AUTHORITY 


Regionai Otice No. V 
Legazpi Cty 
IN RE: Petiton tor Approval of Salo 
sterol tha ships namoly 
“STAR FERRY I" and 


Case No. LMRO 07-023 


NOTICE OF HEARING 


“hiss a penton tor approval cle andrea o! io sps namely MV “STAR FERAY ard MV STAR 
FERAY don 2) 2007 oy ine neran Poarorar Vande atoperason Sy organzsd ane xsi 
Rgn a aws be Pappoes w peepee aadress ai Sar poava, San Andras, Canes 
ettoner andor sold ihe sutjoct ships 1o 168 SHIPPING INCORPORATED. Personar Vences. a 
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haven appear tnt be a'owod 1o presant nar socomentay sventa, afar oe SI earelarce wen he 
[recital rarer has voen copied wih. 

aries opposed is ube Petton rust 2e meir opposilen in wing bolora is ca, win Be) 
‘Says ko recept ereat and sarra shal Mensa sopporedy conrercayevdances, rng 
aey mereci o a spoicant. 

Balore ma siano! me naarn proper, ha partas w be cstado apehentngcnterrca by he Heariog 
Chet on ie dtl ital earna ara arestar 10r 1a purpoee sated n R A 3293 he Pct 
Prats aang Soy Pacacres MARINA Marnorareum Gosar N 743d 14 January 1383, 
Parie uno tates ta appear aa Pr Trat Corlerenen. when ered doa maybe cre reed 
Dy emang a Pettan ar asi selata, i casa ol presaren oi Par couren utes Pa anar Pave boca 
‘tory eatin Pre- Trai Carre 

“Tha Paton ena cause Me pubicaton oi Tis Nosen ol Hearing a ast TEN (10) DAYS prior 'o ta dato 
‘Thaang land n case al a vessel operating ne rogen,puteaion r a "awspaper ca egonal 


Cova conrad sutera an sev a capy fas Nene SI Paang ar< Is apron al partes 


‘faced panas pre vequstotopremaleclrore, 


{WITNESS ne Honorable Adina VICENTE T. SUAZO, JR. is 2h day ci dy 2007, Lops 


Praipones 


(S98) Lucma T. MADARANG 
Bagara! Decor 


‘ener Vendr, Regra Shag Lines ne Son Agua, San Artes, Caiandvanes 
PatsnerVondea 168 Srog Com. San agin Son Aneros, Coarchanes 
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‘Rafer Pors Ay ape 
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NCO group exclusive 
Job Fair at Ali Mall 


NCO GROUP HOLDS ITS ANNUAL 
exclusive job fair, July 26 - 27 on the 3rd 
floor Activity Center of Ali Mall, Cubao. 
Applicants should be at least 18 years old, 
have a high school diploma, must. be 
computer literate and possess excellent 
communication skills. Those who are 
interested may bring their resumes and a 
photocopy of any valid ID between 10am to 
3pm. This job fair is done in cooperation 
with the Quezon City Government through 
the leadership of Mayor Sonny Belmonte 
and Councilor Bolet Banal. Also involved in 
the said project are councilors: RJ 
Belmonte, VJ Belmonte, Candy Medina and 
Bayani Hipol. 


07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS 
P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
1818716/1964371 
09213497179 


Sem 
= 
worunity AGREED TO 
Damna aS 
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Pai aan ei 
keere 
Ee 


Poasa raan 


+ Flight Attendants (Cabin crew) 


At AirAsia, People are our greatest assets. 
We believe in empowering even their wildest dreams because we know that nothing is impossible. 4000 talented, unconventional, determined 
and very passionate individuals are the reasons why we are Asia's leading Low Fare airline. We believe and share one philosophy - 

One People, One Culture, One AirAsia, One Family. 

If you've always wanted to make a difference, step out now and make the change. 


Requirements : 
Age :between 20 and 30 years old 
Height (ladies): min. 157 cm, max. 170 cm barefoot 
Height (men): min. 170 cm, max. 180 cm barefoot 
Eyesight: 20/20 vision 
University graduate (Preferred) 


Dress code: smart casual (ladies: knee-length skirt only) 


© A chance ofa lifetime to be part of the most progressive airline in Asia 
© Very attractive remuneration package 


Those with experience in customer service are encouraged to apply. Proficiency in other languages isan 


Republic ofthe Philippines 
CARAGA ADMINISTRATIVE REGION 13 
Province of Agusan del Sur 
Municipality of Talacogon 


Invitation to apply for eligibility and to bid 


Rehabilitation of San Nicolas ~ Popotsan Road (MRDP ~ APL 2) 


1. The Government ofthe Philippines (GOP) has applied for a Loan from 
the World Bank toward the cost of Mindanao Rural Development 
Project Il, and it intends to apply part of the proceeds of this Loan, 
together with the GOP counterpart funds to payments under the 
‘contract for Rehab. of San Nicolas-Popotsan FMFV01-TAL-ADS-7. 
The Municipality of Talacogon, Agusan del Sur, implementing 
partner of the Department of Agriculture, now invites sealed Bids 
from eligible Bidders for the Rehabilitation of San Nicolas-Popotsan 
FMR. Completion of the Works is required by 120 calendar days. 
Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding 
procedures as specified in the implementing Rules and Regulations 
(IRA) of Republic Act No. 9184 (R.A. 9184), otherwise known as the 
‘Government Procurement Reform Act. Subject to exceptions stated 
in this Bidding Documents, only Bids from Bidders who pass an 
eligibility check will be opened. The Bidder with the Lowest 
Calculated Bid (LOB) shall advance to the post-qualification stage in 
order to finally determine its responsiveness to the technical and 
financial requirements of the project. The contract shall then be 
‘awarded to the Lowest Calculated Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who 
was determined as such during post-quaiification. 

“The documents required in the Eligibility Documents shall be submitted 

as part of the Technical Documents of the Bidders as provided in the 

Instructions to Bidders. 

Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from the Bids 

and Awards Committee and inspect the Bidding Documents at the 

address given below from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Mondays to Fridays. 

A complete set of Bidding Documents in Engish may be purchased 

by interested Bidders from the address below and upon payment of 

a nonrefundable fee of Three Thousand Five Hundred Pesos 

(8,500.00). The Bidding Documents shall be received personally by 

the bidder or his authorized representative on or before 9:00 a-m., 

‘August 29, 2007. 

‘The Municipality of Talacogon will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open 
to all Eligible Bidders on August 17, 2007, exactly 9:00 a.m. at 
Talacogon Municipal session hall. 

Eligible Bidders must submit their Bids at the address below on or 

belore 9:00 a.m., August 29, 2007. All Bids must be accompanied by 

a Bid security in the form of cash, certijed (manager's or cashier's) 

check, bank guarantee and in an amount specified in the bid 

documents. Late Bids shall not be accepted. Bid opening shall be 
exactly 9:00 a.m. August 29, 2007 at Municipal Session Hall. Bids 
will be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ representatives who 

‘choose to attend at the address below at 9:00 a.m., August 29, 2007. 

The Municipality of Talacogon reserves the right to accept or reject 

any Bid, to annul the bidding process. and to reject all Bids at any 

{ime prior to contract award, without thereby incurring any lability to 

the affected Bidder or Bidders. 


(Sod) Lucio B. Cortes 
Chairman, Bias and Awards Committee 
"Talacogon, Agusan del Sur 


[WE BUY at HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX 
HIS & HERS Watch Center 
5646593 5897041 


BUY, SELL- PAWN 


secondo mia 
PEA RTE 


GoldCrest Big. 
Glorietta-2 makati 


Sale Closing: Monday, 30 July 2007 at 18:00 CCT (Local Time) 
y 


2 Machine (2007); GENKINGER-HUBTEX EE-GM20 Big Batch 


Now Everyone Can Fly 


airasia.com 


FOR HIRING 
GENERAL MANAGER 


> Minimum 5 years relevant and 
proven administrative leadership and 
experience in a service-oriented 
type business. 
Lead a team independently and 


motivate team members to perform to 
the best of their ability. 


Work with clients at the highest level 
in discussions and problem solving. 
Attractive remuneration packages will 
commmensurate with qualifications and 

experience. 
Interested applicants may fax their resumé 
with photo to 

Ms. Montesa at 807-3818 or send e-mail t: 

bmmontesa@yahoo.com 


W www.henrybutcher.com 


(On the struction of Litton Mills Inc. 
Online Auction 
UNUSED TEXTILE MACHINERY 


Located: Pasig & Calamba, Philippines 


(G) SCHLAFHORST-SAURER Autoconer 338 Type RM 
Automatic Package Winder (2007); KNOTEX TS/2 Tying 


Cradle Truck (2007); GENKINGER-HUBTEX KEGU 20/13 
Electric Low-Lift Warp Beam Truck (2007); SCHOLZE 
GERMANY PWM 153” Half Warp Beams (2007); WILLY GROB 
Kohl Prisma Warp Beam Lifting & Transport Carrier (2007) 
VIEWING: STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT 
For more Seas please vist our website at wo gindstycom & search for 
Litton Mils - Unused Textile Machine 
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Banking system better, stronger, BSP says 


Sustainability 
is new challenge, 
Tetangco says 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


‘THE LOCAL BANKING SYSTEM HAS 
become significantly stronger in recent 
‘years, due to a large degree to the corpo- 
rate governance reforms adopted by the 
industry as well as those imposed by reg- 
ulators. 

‘According to Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas (BSP) Governor Amando M. Tetang- 
co Jt, almost all financial indicators of 
the banking industry show a marked im- 
provement over the last decade. 

“The banking system is more re- 
silient and better with the financial 
sector reforms,” he said, speaking be- 
fore members of the Bankers Institute 
of the Philippines Inc. 

‘The BSP chief pointed out that be- 
fore regulators imposed corporate 
governance reforms, return on equity 
of the banking system stood at an av- 
erage of only 5 percent. 

“As of May 2007, average return on 
equity shows double-digit growth,” 
he said. 

Tetangco said the bad loans and 
bad assets of the banking system also 
stood at 15 percent and 17 percent, 


More Koreans retiring in 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


GOLFERS AND STUDENTS ARE NOT 
the only Koreans coming to the 
Philippines. The retirees are, too. 

Figures from the government's re- 
tirement and tourism agencies 
showed that since 1987, 3,225 Kore- 
ans have availed themselves of the 
Philippine Retirement Authority's 
special retiree program. 

These “long-stays” commit to 
spend a part of their retirement mon- 
ey here in exchange for residency as 
‘well as a lower cost of living. 

Over the past 20 years, at least 13 
South Korean retirees a month have 
been moving to the Philippines. 

South Koreans are the third 
largest retiree group in the country, 
after the mainland Chinese (3,690 
as of June 2007) and the Taiwanese 
(3,241). 

(Officials observed that the top rea- 


respectively, at the height of the 1997 
East Asian financial crisis. 

This figure came down to a bad 
loan ratio of 5.8 percent and a bad as- 
set ratio of 6.6 percent in recent 
years, but dropped further to below 4 
percent with the adoption of corpo- 
rate governance reforms. 

‘The BSP chief said that, to a large 
degree, the financial crisis of the pre- 
vious decade was brought about by 
poor governance systems in the bank- 
ing community—a situation that the 
central bank is now addressing. 

“Weak corporate governance has 
been identified as one of the main 
reasons for the Asian crisis,” he said. 
“We had a concentration of risks and 
poor credit policies.” 

Recent BSP rules hope to prevent a 
repeat of the crisis by ensuring that risks 


son why South Koreans choose to re- 
tire here was their search for schools 
for their children. 

‘Another reason was to put up busi- 
nesses of their own or for their com- 
patriots. 

‘According to the United Korean 
Community Association, there are 
100,000 Korean residents in the 
country, aside from tourists who 
numbered some 575,000 in 2006. 

UKCA president Young Baek Lee 
said the influx of Koreans residents 
and visitors—along with their invest- 
ments and spending money—has 
been a good source of income for Fil- 
ipinos. 

“Aside from supplementing (Philip- 
pine) national investment, the majority 
of the value-added from Korean invest- 
ments would remain here by way of 
taxes, salaries, rentals and others, as 
well as profit share for local sharehold- 
ersin Korean firms,” Lee said. 


taken on by banks are either capped or 
backed up by adequate capital. 

He said the central bank had also 
moved to boost the capitalization of 
the banking system for it to be better 
able to absorb financial shocks. 

In 2001, the average capital ade- 
quacy ratio (CAR)—the proportion of 
owners’ equity to the amount of risky 
assets—of the local banking system 
stood at only 14.2 percent. 

Today, however, the average CAR 
stands at 18.1 percent, well above the 
international standard of 8 percent. 

‘Average return on assets of the 
banking system has also risen from 
5.8 percent in 2001 to 10.4 percent as 
of the latest available figures. 

“The bigger challenge now is to sus- 
tain this performance,” Tetangco sai 

‘To this end, the BSP chief remind- 
ed banks to comply with regulations 
requiring bank directors to undergo 
mandatory training on corporate gov- 
emance principles in an effort to fur- 
ther professionalize the industry. 

To date, an estimated 84 percent ofthe 
over 8,000 bank directors in the country 
have already undergone taining. 


Philippines 


Still, Korean presence has caused 
some friction with the local populace 
due to what Lee described as the “un- 
educated and ill-mannered few” 
among Koreans. 

Also, Lee said the Koreans have al- 
so been fair game to unscrupulous 
people like extortionists, including 
government agents. 

The Korean Embassy has lamented 
a “spate of harassment and inappro- 
priate arrests” of Koreans in the past 
three weeks. 

Hong Sungmog, Consul General and 
deputy chief of mission, decried “inci- 
dents in the past three weeks that in- 
volved visits of supposed immigration 
agents to Korean citizens very late at 
night or even in places of worship. 

“It was like living in the Soviet 
Union,” Hong said. “They (agents) 
come at 11 p.m. or sometimes when 
the Koreans are praying in the Bud- 
hist temple.” 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


CATTLE BREEDER HGL DEVELOPMENT 
Corp. is keen on taking back its 367-hectare 
pasture lease property allegedly encroached 
by listed firm Semirara Mining Corp. 

Ina press conference yesterday, HGL said it 
had a forest land grazing lease agreement 
which was obtained in 1984 from the then 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Develop- 
ment. The lease agreement allowed HGL to oc- 
cupy and graze cattle on the subject property 
for 25 years from 1984 to Dec. 31, 2009. The 

sits next to that of Semirara Mining on 
Semirara Island in Antique. 

In a letter to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change, HGL corporate secretary Lourdes 
Maduli said Semirara had sought permis- 
sion from and was allowed by HGL to use 
the property for the “limited purpose” of 
constructing an access road to its mining 
site in Panaan, Semirara Island. 

Maduli said that contrary to this its 
agreement with HGL, Semirara expanded 
the concrete road, erected several build- 
ings , including administrative offices and 
residences for its employees, conducted ex- 
cavation and blasting activities near the 
subject property and allegedly “dispos- 


HGL SPOKESPERSON Nestor Leynes Ill (right) points to a map of Semirara Island that 
shows the contested property, as company owner Henry Lim (left) looks on. 


Firm seeks to recover 
property from Semirara 
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sessed HGL of the subject property.” 

In 2003, HGL filed a case against Semi- 
rara with the regional trial court of Antique 
to recover possession of the property. This 
case eventually became the subject of the 
appeals process and was elevated to the 
Supreme Court. 

HGL alleged that Semirara had failed to dis- 
close to corporate regulators that last Decem- 
ber 2006, the Supreme Court lifted a tempo- 
rary restraining order with the denial of Semi- 
Tara's petition for certiorari. This, the company 
said, effectively meant that Semirara could 
now be forced through court processes to sur- 
render possession of the property to HGL. 

HGL spokesperson and lawyer Nestor 
Leynes Ill of Lim Ocampo Leynes Law of- 
fices said HGL has “incurred grave and ir- 
reparable injuries” from being dispossessed 
of its property. Leynes, however, admitted 
that the road access given to Semirara was 
not covered by any written contracts. 

HGEs letter to the PSE and the Securities 
and Exchange Commission stressed Semi- 
Tara's failure to comply with disclosure 
rules, lawyers said. 

‘The Consunji group, which owns Semi- 
rara, could not immediately comment on 
the matter when contacted yesterday. 


Security Bank positive on Mindanao, sees growth 


By Dennis Santos and Judy Quiros 
Inquirer Mindanao 


DAVAO CITY—THE BOARD OF SECU- 
rity Bank Corp. held its first meeting out- 
side Metro Manila here last Tuesday. 

Alberto Villarosa, SBC president 
and chief executive officer, said the 
conduct of the meeting here showed 
that the bank was bullish on Min- 
danao. 

“We recognize the growth of the 
Mindanao economy in the last three 
years, and we intend to contribute to 
this development by opening more of 
our products and services to the un- 
tapped Mindanao markets,” Villarosa 
said. 

He cited local and foreign invest- 
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ments coming into Mindanao as one of 
the reasons why SBC was optimistic 
about the island's economy. 

Villarosa said during the meeting 
that SBC had mapped out its expansion 
plan for Mindanao. 

Ralp Cadiz, SBC vice president for 
the consumer lending division, said ina 
briefing at the Marco Polo Hotel here 
that the key cities the bank planned to 
expand to include Davao, General San- 
tos, Cagayan de Oro and Zamboanga. 

Currently, there are eight SBC 
branches in Mindanao, four of which 
are in Davao City. 

“We want to expand in areas where 
there is money because we want our ex- 
pansions to be viable,” Cadiz said. 

He said the 56-year-old bank would 


aggressively campaign for consumer 
lending, which is considered SBC's cur- 
rent growth driver, as the primary prod- 
uct and service it would offer under the 
expansion plan. 

‘Aside from consumer lending and 
housing loans, Cadiz said that the bank 
also sees bright prospects in automotive 
loans in Mindanao. 

“OF the P72 billion in earnings 
from auto loans nationwide, a big 
chunk of it comes from Mindanao,” 
Cadiz said. 

‘The growing number of Overseas Fil- 
ipino Workers (OFWs) largely con- 
tributed to the rosy auto loan industry, 
according to Cadiz. 

But Cadiz said SBC was also looking 
at micro lending as part of its expansion 


plans in Mindanao. 

William Whang, SBC senior vice 
president, said that even if the middle 
class remained one of the two major 
markets of the bank, the bank was op- 
timistic about finding a niche in other 
markets. 

“And SBC wants to emphasize on this 
growth,” he said. 

Jason Ang, SBC Visayas and Min- 
danao regional head, said the bank 
was also looking at offering higher 
yield investment opportunities for 
Mindanao clients through trust 
loans. 

“We want to educate people in Min- 
danao on bigger investment opportuni- 
ties aside from the usual time deposit,” 
he said. 


Cagayan seaport expansion up 


EPOSIT 


'SBank Remote Banking 
the asset. 


By Ma. Cecilia Rodriguez 
Inquirer Mindanao 


CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—THE PHILIPPINE 
Ports Authority has completed the expansion of 
the biggest port in Mindanao here, which cost the 
government some P250 million. 

Isidro Butaslac, engineering head of the 
Project Management Office here, said the re- 
habilitation of Berths 1 to 5 was finished late 
last year and the construction of additional 
ramps will be completed this month. 

"Now, we can cater to the needs of interna- 
tional shipping lines. The expansion will 
make way for more efficient movement of 
cargoes and the turn-around time of sea ves- 
sels will be lesser,” Butaslac said. 


7 groups seen bidding for Masinloc 


SEVEN GROUPS ARE EXPECTED TO BID 
for one of the Philippines’ most profitable 
power plants this week as the country seeks to 
revive its multibillion power privatization 
plan this year, the government said. 

‘The government will close the bidding for 
the 600-megawatt Masinloc coal-fired power 
plant at noon today—its second attempt to sell 


Industry sources said the reserve price for 
the facility would likely be increased to $400 
million-$450 million from last year’s $388 
million after the government offered to guar- 


Its recent expansion has made the Cagayan de 
‘Oro seaport the largest seaport in Mindanao. 

It covers 22 hectares of solid and reclaimed 
land at the center of the city, off the shores of 
Macajalar Bay. 

The seaport handles nine international 
shipcalls every month, including cargo lines 
from the United States, Korea and Japan. 

Products such as molasses or raw sugar and 
bananas are loaded twice a week for export to 
Japan and Korea. 

Fertilizer and rice imports from the US are 
also unloaded monthly. Around 10 domestic 
‘commercial passenger lines dock at the port. 

‘The development of the Cagayan de Oro sea- 
port is seen by the Arroyo administration as a 
major boost Mindanao's economy. 


antee the buyer a supply deal which would 
ensure the plant's profitability. 

‘The state will guarantee a supply deal for 
48 percent of Masinloc’s average daily load. 

The groups likely to submit bids for the 
plant, located northwest of Manila, were Ran- 
hill Bhd, Suez-Tractebel, International Power 
Plc, OneBnergy, First Gen Corp and Trans- 


Asia Power Corp, the sources said. 


A previous sale of the Masinloc plant last year 
fell through due to the lack of a supply contract 
and after a consortium led by Malaysia's Ranhill 
failed to make the required downpayment. 


LCDs, tires 
top Clark 
zone’s exports 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


CLARK FREEPORT—LIQUID CRYSTAL DIS- 
play (LCD) maker Nanox Philippines and 
tire manufacturer Yokohama Tire Philip- 
pines were this freeport’s top exporters as of 
June, reports to Clark Development Corp. 
showed. 

In June alone, Nanox shipped out $19.5 
million worth of LCDs, raising its export value 
since 2004 to more than $500 million, ac- 
cording to the CDC reports. 

It brought out $192 million worth of prod- 
ucts from January to May 2007. 

‘Yokohama’s exports reached $14.9 million 
for June, adding to the $67.8 million worth of 
tires sold in the five months. 

‘The other top exporters in June included gar- 
ments firms Smart Shins Philippines, $5.9 mil- 
lion; Crismina Garments, $2.7 million; and elec- 
tronic firm Land K Industries Phils, $1.9 million. 

Exports from top 20 Clarkbased exporters 
reached $50.9 million in June, CDC president 
Levy Laus said, citing the reports from CDC's en- 
terprise operations department. 

‘The 83 exporting firms here sold overseas 
more than $335 million worth of goods from 
January to May 2007. 

With that trend in export value, Clark might 
surpass the $1.6 billion output in 2006, Laus said. 

The Department of Trade and Industry has 
considered the export firms in Clark as “among 
the prime economic boosters in Central Luzon.” 


Government plans to raise up to $5 billion 
byselling over 30 power plants and a 25-year 
license to run the national grid to reduce its 
budget deficit have been hampered because 
the plants did not have supply contracts that 
would guarantee their profitability 

‘The Philippines hopes to sell off this year 
50 percent of the state agency National Power 
Corp's generating assets with a total capacity 
of 4,337 MW, rising to 70 percent by 2008. 

It has so far sold only seven hydropower 
plants and there have been no sales yet in 
2007. Reuters 
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FESTIVAL 


THE BREAKTHROUGH 
celebration of the Philip- 
pine ‘Real Estate Festival 
(PREF) 2007 is scheduled 
on July 26-29 at the World 
‘Trade Center. The Honor- 
able Vice President Noli de 
Castro and concurrent 
Chairman of the Housing 
& Urban Development Co- 
ordinating Council will 
formally open the Festival. 

Top exhibitors, pre- 
dominantly builders and 
developers from a broad 
market spectrum that 
aim to showcase their on- 
going and future devel- 
opments have signed up. 


families and families 
with at least one member 
living or working over- 
seas, the festival will fea- 
ture developments, prod- 
ucts, and activities that 
comprehensively “show 
investment options cur- 
rently available here in 
the country. It is envi- 
sioned to be the ultimate 
open house activity for 
participating companies. 
Catering primarily to the 
“Filipino Overseas” mar- 
ket, the expo will bring 
together Filipino/Ameri- 
can retirees and their 
families, Overseas Fil- 


Real estate 


sector slates 


July festival 


The Philippine Real Es- 
tate Festival, will be an 
assembly of the country’s 
developers, 
realty-related ser- 
vice providers to cele- 
brate the vibrant and dy- 
namic local real estate in- 


and 


dustry. 


The festival will offer 
fare and activities for all 
Filipino families. Recog- 


nizing the 


growing number of OFW 


foreign-based 
nationals. 
contractors 


clude the 


significantly 
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Federal Land: 
35 years of quality developments 


FOR 35 YEARS, FEDERAL LAND HAS 
stood by its commitment of creating 
communities that provide better and 
more improved lifestyles for the Fil- 
ipino. In all these years, Federal Land 
has grown its quality portfolio to 
more than 30 notable residential and 
commercial establishments all o 
Metropolitan Manila. From its hum- 
ble beginnings with the development 
of the Tytana Plaza in Binondo to the 
renowned GT Tower International in 
Makati City, Federal Land has made 
its mark in the real estate industry. 
Most recently; Federal Land entered 
into developments in the tourism in- 
dustry with the successful opening of 
Marco Polo Plaza Cebu. All these are a 
testament to Federal Land's tireless 
commitment of quality development 
thus providing the avenue for its 
recognition as the Developer of the 
Year by Creba, the Chamber of Real 
Estate and Builders Associations. 

Within the next decade, Federal 
Land is poised to expand its portfolio 
to include not only singularly 
planned establishments but more 
meticulously planned township de- 
velopments. And leading these plans 
is the development of the 10-hectare 
property in Fort Bonifacio. Featured 

in this large complex is the much an- 
ticipated edifice that is slated to be- 
‘come the tallest building in the land 
at a commanding 66 stories high. 
‘The upper 26 floors will comprise 
350-room Global brand 5-star hotel 
while the lower 40 floors will house 
= Grade-A office spaces for the emerg- 
ing business district of Taguig City. 
‘The introduction of this hotel comes 
at an opportune time as the budding 
tourism industry remains on an up- 
swing. Tourism chief, Ace Durano, 
commends the timely arrival of Fed- 
eral Land in the tourism industry 
coming at the helm of its successful 
Marco Polo Plaza Cebu iaunch last 


year, Similarly, according to Taguig 
City Mayor Freddie R. Tinga, Federal 
Land’s landmark Tower-66 project 
will be a positive step towards 
achieving the city's goal of becoming 
a major tourist and business destina- 
tion. 

Totaling 140,000 square meters 
floor area, this hotel venture is part of 
a masterplan developed by one of Fed- 
eral Land's design parmers - Hell- 
muth, Obata & Kassabaum Inc. Inter- 
national (Asia/Pacific) Limited. HOK 
International (Asia/Pacific) Limited is 
recognized as a global leader in design 
and built environments for many 
years and ranks #1 in the 2006 BD 
‘World Architecture survey in UK. With 
this kind of parmership, the structure 
promises to become a historic edifice 
in the real estate industry. 

Not to be outdone is the up-and- 
coming township development pro- 
ject, also from Federal Land, the 
Metropolitan Park. This 40-hectare 
property will be a complex composed 
of first-class residential condomini- 
um projects, BPO offices, headquar- 
ters of major local and international 
corporations and conglomerates, pre- 
mium event venues and retail estab- 
lishments, to name a few. 

In 2007 alone, Federal Land's pres- 
ence is clearly felt in the residential 
sector of real estate developments 
with its successive introductions of 
several quality high-rise residences in 
all major directions of Metro Manila - 
from bustling Metro North in Quezon 
City to the business capital Makati 
City in Metro South, from the clean 
and green Marikina City in the East to 
as far West as Pasay City. 

In the Western part of the Metropo- 
lis lies Federal Land's prestigious Bay 
Garden residential condominium 
community, a first-class neighbor- 
hood offering a resort-inspired 
lifestyle. Its newest residential build- 


at the VV 


orld 


Festival highlights in- 
very first 
Biznews Asia Real Estate 
Who's Who or the BREW 
Awards to honor the Top 
25 Personalities in the re- 
al estate industry, the 
14th anniversary of Citi- 
zen Crime Watch (CCW). 
Also the awarding cere- 


ipino Workers, and other 
Filipino 


Kasaysayan ng Bahay 
Pilipino design competi- 
tion among architectural 
students from various 
universities tracing the 


first evolution of housing 


ing, the Palawan Tower, joins the tow- 
ers of Mactan, Anchor Bay, Board- 
walk Bay and Crystal Bay in forming 
the sprawling master-planned devel- 
opment of the Metropolitan Park by 
the scenic Manila Bay. 

In the East, there's the Marquinton 
Residences, a master-planned commu- 
nity that houses the first condominium 
project builtin the city of Marikina. A 
self-sustained complex that includes an 
accessible strip mall, Blue Wave, the 
Marquinton Residence’s innovative 
concept has recently added another 
star to its constellation with the intro- 
duction of the Cordova Tower. The Cor- 
dova Tower follows the successful in- 
troductions of the Alicante and 
Barcelona Towers which have already 
been home to more than 600 families 
in the last few months. 

In Quezon City, The Capital Towers 
is slowly becoming a buzz word as 
Federal Land prepares the way for a 
change in the City’s horizon. The Cap- 
ital Towers offers first-class amenities 
and lots of breathing space amidst the 
crowded city. 

‘The Oriental Place is a magnificent 
residential space in Makati City, 
which will provide an excellent habi- 
tat for the young professionals of the 
business capital. Its proximity to busi- 
ness and commercial areas of Makati 
makes it an interesting find for yup- 
pies, newly-married couples, and 
next-generation Makati residents. 

‘And Federal Land is not done yet as 
it promises to introduce even more 
exciting projects in 2007. Beyond its 
35th year, it continues to blaze new 
trails with more and better develop- 
ments in the offing. Whoever you are, 
whatever your need, Federal Land 
will be there to prove that you'll dis- 
cover no limits with Federal Land's 
dependability and commitment to. 
building only the finest quality devel- 
opments. 


Trade Center 


from earlier era to the 
present, and also PREFs 
commitment of technical 
assistance to PJODAF Inc 
a national association of 
jeepney drivers and oper- 
ators for the housing 
needs of their members. 
To honor the deserving 
family members of OFWs 
the top countries with the 
most number of Filipinos 
professional and contract 
workers will be present- 
ed with awards of appre- 
ciation during the OFW 
day when OFWs and 
their families will be pro- 
vided with the chance to 


check out model housing 
units in display. 

A special day for the Fil- 
ipino Chinese will also be 
marked through Fiesta Chi- 
noy Day to honor the Chi- 
nese-Filipino personalities 
who have contributed a 
great deal to the Real Estate 
Industry. 

In between major activ- 
ities, seminars on real es- 
tate topics such as loans, 
Pag-Ibig membership, 
taxes, how to earn money 
from real estate, Feng 
Shui, capitals gains, ex- 
ploring the giobal market, 
mortgage, real estate ap- 


praisal, land registration, 
property management 
leasing will be opened to 
the public. A job fair will 
likewise be opened to the 
professionals who will opt 
to migrate for jobs to 
Canada. 

Ina fiesta atmosphere, 
product presentation will 
also be conducted alter- 
nately with entertain- 
ment numbers from local 
artist, band such the Or- 
ange And Lemons and 
other performers. Raffle 
draws, special rates of- 
fers and prizes will cap 
each day of the festival. 


a p „e 
Just text HOUSING<space>name<space>message 
and send to 0917-8910000 or 0918-8910000. 


Or call 845-6888, log on to bpiexpressonline.com, visit any BPI or BPI Savings Bank 
‘near you or call our hotline at 89-100 for our provincial business center numbers. 
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stival 


a part of a landmark event in real estate development where 
your every housing requirement will be satisfied!!! 


Join the first Philippime Real Estate Festival 
World Trade Center, Pasay City, July 26 to 29, 2007 


10:30 - Acknowledgement of Guest 
- Ave osaa 


10:35 - Unity in Diversity of 
Real Estate - Short Talks 
Aéwacanes - Pete Tanio. Pres. Creba 
Socistized Housing 
= Viily Tan, Pres. CSHDAF 
Professional Services 

-~ Jose V. Manatsd. Chairman - REA 
‘Subdivision Dev. 

-Roy Calieja, Chairman - SHOA 


1055 - The BREW Awards 
tür Tony Lopez — Publisher I Editor 


11:00- Introduction of Guest of Honor 
Locle Omis — Sec. Gen. HUDCC 


11:05 - Message of Guest of Honor 
“The Honorable Vice Prestient Noll De Casto 
Chairman. HUDCC 


Prosperity Rites - Teresita Mitan 
Punta R. Sotiven 
Techie Bautista 
12:00 - 1:09 PM Product Presentation 
4:00 - 1:45 “How to Become a Licensed 
Estate Broker” 
Engr. Enrico Ang — Pres. Urban Real 
institute 


1:45 - 2:15 Preparing for the Adverse 
Effect of Global Warming 
Rogue A. Magno-Director, CREBA 


2:16 - 3:00 How to Assess your 
Properties Worth! 
Victor Salinas — Founder, Phil. Asso. Of 
Realty Appraisers 


3:00 - 3:45 Filipino Buildings Belief 
- Freddie Sy (Feng Shui) 


3:45 - 4:30 How to Make Big Money in 
Real Estate 
- Jun De Guzman 


4:30 -5:15 Real Estate Taxation 
Atty. Victor Mamatateo — Former BIR 
Deputy Commissioner 


6:00PM- Talent Portion 
Ms. Real Estate Philippines 
Beauty Pageant 


“Entertainment Numbers” 


10:05 - 10:15 tnzoduction of Guest 
-Ret General Thomson Lanlon 
Charman (UFRS) 


10:15-1025 Inspirational Talk 
Arty. Vigor Wendoza 


14025- 11:30 Introduction of 
Pag-ibig Hour 
Rosemarie C. Basa ~ Chatman PREF 


1130- 12:00 Provident Savings 
Program! How to Become a 
Pag-ibig Member 
Tessie M. Gonzales 
SNP Pag1BIG Fund. 


12:00 - 12:30 How to Avail of Pag-ibig 
Housing Loan 


1:00- Ecumenical Prayer 
- Bishop Senen Baila 


1:05-14:10 National Anthem 
- Juvy De Guzman 


1:10-1:20 Welcome Address 
- Rosemarie C. Basa 
‘Overall Chairman Phil. Real Estate Festiva! 


4:20-1:35 Acknowledgement of Guests 
Lynette Salazar 
—VP Operation (CCW) 


1:30-2:00 Launching of 
Housing Program 
(San Fernando Pampanga & Tariac City) 


2:00 -2:10 Opening Remarks 
Hon. Peewee Trinidad 
“Mayor, City of Pasay 


2:10- Introduction of Keynote Speaker 


2:10-2:20 Keynote Speaker 
General Avelino Razon 
- Deputy Director 


2:20-2:30 President's Report 
Atty. Joe Malvar Villegas 
President / Chairman CCW 


‘Speaker - Cong. Ed Zialcita 
‘Government Policy on Relocation of 
Informal Dwellers 


* Intermission Number” 


Undersecretary. 
ANTEBOVERTY COMMISSION 
4:00 Inspirational Taik: 


HON. TERESITA D. CASTILLON LORA 
Labor Arber ang Head of the NLRC 


ADVOCACY BY IBAC™ 
4:45 Product Presentation: 


MS. MARLYN CORTEZ 
Head Officer, MMO CREDIT CARD 


6:30 Grand Coronation Night 
Ms. Real Estate Beauty Pageant 


Daye 
10:00 ~ 12,00 ~ Fiesta Cinimoy 
Free Lumah for first 200 wiskas 


1200 ~ 1:00P A 


‘Other Event Highhigints: 
+ Filipino invention display 
+ OFW Extravaganza! 
Filipino Invention display 
taunching of new 
Pag-ibig products 
Daily Rafte Prizes 
Free Seminars on Real Estate! 
Free overseas call for OFW and 
Families 
Job fair 
(Canada, US and Other Countries) 
‘Special discount on House and 
tot packages 
+ Sing — Along contest 


+ Habitat Housing showcase 


| co-presentor 


ABSeCBN 


For inquiries please contact: 


Philippine Real Estate Festival Secretariat at 
Unit 1005 Security Bank Building 
6776 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 
Tel. Nos. (02)8640224 / 8192058-59 
Cel.No. 0917-8854434 
visit our website : 
www.philrealestatefestival.com 
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Your opn big space 


Experience a place where 
you can feel an exhilarating 
sense of liberty. Indulge in 
the luxury of space amidst 
the crowded city. Come live 
in The Capital Towers. 
Your own big space. 


Now introducing Tower One. 


Visit us at E. Rodriguez Ave. 
2 mins. from St. Luke's Medical Center) 


Watch out for more exciting developments. 


Call 725-8808 or 796-8880. 


FOR ANNOUNCEMENT PURPOSES ONLY. 


Here you enter 
the realm of the luxurious. 


YOUR PLACE AT THE TOP OF THE COUNTRY’S BIGGEST, MOST MODERN AND MOST BEAUTIFUL TOWNSHIP. 


MES 
MAKATI y MANILA GOLF “ES, 
cB o mA 

ie counTay CLuB © * 


FORBES PARK 
NORTH 


Steps away 
from work. 


Map your future in the very heart of 
the world-class McKinley Hill complex 
in Fore Bonifacio. From your home at 


THREE STAMFORD 


EXECUTIVI IDENCES 


Three Stamford, simply walk to One World 
Square, an anchor business center at the 
McKinley Hill CyberPark. Or drive 
leisurely to the offices of the Global City 
and Makati via Upper McKinley Road. 
The rest of the metro's key destinations 
just as accessible. Arrive at Ortigas easily 
through the EDSA Kalayaan flyover or C-5 
Road. The international airport via Lawton 

DASMARHAS ni Avenue. Or the city's southiern areas using 

VREA Sampaguita West Ramps 1 and 2. 


THREE STAMFORD 


Made for todays 


movers and-shakers. 


‘Three Stamford is a statement of how far 
you've come. Be coddled in your executive 
studio unit. Choose from a 22.5- to 
32-square-merer layout. And make each 
moment the best it can be. With an array 
of modern conveniences right at home, 
you've never felt more pampered. Live easy 
with 24-hour security. Multilevel parking. 
‘And a retail row at the ground level for 
your daily needs. 


Escape to your very 
own oasis, Ar the roof 
deck level isa play area E SA 
exclusively for the 
Stamford community. 
Fine-tune your finess 
inanumberoffun S 

ways. Play badminton. Go swim in the lap 
pool. Stretch out on the pool de 

enjoy the sun. Or simply soothe your senses 
at the landscaped garden. Discover a place 
where you can abandon all worry and live 
it up with other people of your starure. 
Three Stamford Executive Residences. 


A Luxury Residential Development of: 


Voted No. 1 Philippine Company 


in FinanceAsia's Best-managed MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 


815-1888 ° 816-2768 ° 816-3517 — ieee 


| Forbes Town Center Showroom, 26th Street corner Rizal Drive, Crescent Park West District, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, Metro Manila 
+” Fax (682) 816-2514 + E-mail: sles@megaworidcorp.com 


For inquiries, please call us at 


www.megaworldcorp.com 
1S0 9001:2000 CERTIFIED P 4 ALLIANCEGLOBAL 
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Old Swiss Inn rolls back 
the prices of certain 
items on its menu 

to what they might 
have been in 1946 
when it first opened 


By Linda B. Bolido 


JUST HOW GOOD WERE THE 
old days? 

‘The Swiss Inn chain of restaurants gives 
you a chance to find out on Aug. 1, as it marks 
its 61st anniversary and Switzerland's Na- 
tional Day. 

Established in 1946 by Swiss national Emil 
Landert, Swiss Inn offers the one-evening-on- 
ly Price Rollback to the 1940s. For this special 
treat for its customers, the chain is dropping 
the prices of eight signature dishes that were 
on the original menu to what they had been, 
more or less, in 1946. 

This is only the second year the Swiss Inn 
group is offering the 
Price Rollback promo. 

Managing director 
Katrina K. Limeaoco, 
whose family bought 
the original Swiss Inn 
beside Paco Park in 
Manila from Landert 
and has since added 
two more branches, 
said they decided to 
offer it last year to 
mark a mile 
stone—Swiss Inn's 
60th anniversary. 

‘The event was so 
successful they decid- 
ed to have it again this 
year. Though the 
prices might not be ac- 
curate to the last cen- 
tavo or peso, they were as close to what they 
would have been when the restaurant first 
opened, Limeaoco said. 

“My father said the exchange rate then was 
P2 to $1. So I researched and made my calcu- 
lations,” she said. 

Her guesstimates—P14 for Corned Beef, 
P17 for Gnagi (pork knuckle), P11 for Hun- 
garian Sausage, P11 for Veal Sausage, P11 for 
Pork Sausage, P11 for Schublig, P23 for Pep- 
persteak and P35 for Prime Rib. 

With prices like those, how will Swiss Inn 
avert a stampede? 

Well, it will be strictly by-reservation-only 
on Aug. 1. With the huge popularity of last 
year’s promo, Limeaoco said they now would 
have two sittings—at 6 p.m. and 9 p.m.—to 
accommodate more people. 


ate 4 
KATRINAK. 
Limcaoco, managing 
director of the Swiss 
Inn chain 


Strictly by reservation 

Walk-in customers will be admitted if there 
are tables available, but they will have to pay 
regular rates for what they order. 

Limeaoco added there were added condi- 
tions to the promo aside from advance reser- 
vations: drinks and items not on the rollback 
list, like desserts, would be regularly priced; 
transactions will be on cash basis only, there 
‘would be no takeout, and orders would have 
to be made one dish ata time. 


SWISS Inn fresh corned beefis another 
traditional favorite. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


7” Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 


‘sms feedback: inquirer life name/age/ity/message to 2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) 
‘oF email us at ifstyle@inguirer.com ph 
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You better believe it! 
E = Steaks and Pasta ‘Galore | 
z and More... 
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Steak and pasta the best you've ever tasted. Start your journey & 
sign up nowll! 


GNAGI or pork knuckle has been 
a mainstay of Swiss Inn since it opened. 


X Steaks and Roast Galore by Popular Demand: Aug. 4 (Sat) | 
Aic Ze nm Best Toumsdos wi Musiard Sauce, Pan Roasted Rosemary 
SIC: Chicken wi Basil Mashed Potatoes Pan Jus, Roasted Pork w | 
F Applesauce & Rice Pilal, Blackened Fish w Succotash & Cajun 
Butter. Bonus: Osso Bucco Steak with Mushroom sauce including | 
2 legure on preparadon ane sok sauca, marinades Tor roast bal 
'& proper techniques ogling. P1,000. 
fa: Rog, 23 (Gal) Sam -1 p.m, Chicken Ragout w/ handmade Siracchi Pasta, Confit Pork 
| Saimanen Pasia wi Angel Hai Pasia, Vegotaron Pasia, Pancetia & Mushroom w workshop on 
preparing handmade fresh past. P1,000 
Echiee 101 (Barista Class): Aug. 25 (Sal) 2-6 p.m. Coverage: Coffee History, Coffee Process, Trouble 
pee Aten ee es know-how. proper ginding. Techniques fo perfec froth. Actual preparation of popular 
ffrom the Fresh Prince iot Coffee Concoction’ Espresso, Cappuccino, Laie, ela Cold Coffee Concoctions 
of Pinoy Rap. | and Spins. P1,500. 
CERTIFICATE COURSES FOR ADULTS (Limited enrollment, pre-registration required) | 
ANDREW E. 


F Geta fresh taste of} 


F Krispy Na, 
Í Kreamy Pa songs 


n SACAS LSS) SEP Loge toca aspect 0 ge stated 1n Catenng Business, 
Prerna Sears enu neuding portoring & quaniiicaton. Special Feature: Low-Cost Meals ot 
{atorng w Free Cotering cookbook, E 3,000. 7 
Gate Bocorsting: Aug 2 8 3 (WF) 8 am. 4 pm. Fundamentals of cake decorating: coloring. icing 
Bee Cana chocia, Sugar, Simpie Fondant Icing); Basic borders, jelly lettering, basic lowers 
faang bunchiig lconniques. PAMdusi workshop on long application & Cake designing. Free cake | 
Gecorang tps. P3.00. 
Bas ‘alg. T-10 (T-F) 9 am-2 pam. I Aug. 21-24 (T-F) 2-7 p.m. Proper hygiene, sanitation | 
& safety; nutrition & nutritional cooking; proper mis-en-place of mirepoix, stocks, Soups, sauces, 
Irarnades, use of hats & spices combine, proper purchasing, slorago, Iechnigues o disiointing 
Boning poulry.tleing fen a meat labreaton, With actual preparation of Ashes om appetizer, salad, 
ooa paste, seafoods, pouty & mets. dessert including garnishing for plaie presentation. P8,000. 
Fundamentals of Bakery Production: Aug. 14-17 (T-F) 2 - 6 p.m. / Aug. 28-30 (T-TH) 2 -7 p.m. Basic 
Fearn apa ecnniaues aopicabo to the use of various ready mixes, yeast breads, quick, 
Srcose pice, cokes & cakes includes hery practice for Commer Scale Productions wih Free Ì 
Baking Cookbook P5,000 

For inquiries, visit the Maya Kitchen (Tuesdays thru Saturdays) at 8th floor, Liberty 

Building, A. Arnaiz Ave. (Pasay Road), Makati City or call tel. 892-1185 or 892-5011 

“loc. 108; or e-mail us at mkitchen@ultimate.info.com.ph 
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PEPO PEPR PITE 

GENTHA BUES MESO WHITE WART REMOVAL 
RSHIP!!! MESO REJUVENATION LASER ACNE TREATMENT 

COSMETIC FILLERS SKIN WHITENING 


NUTRACELL-FACE FACIAL = 


LASER HAIR 


OTH T 
WITH THE SPO 
CALL OUR ONE-STOP SUPER CENTERS FOR FITNESS, SKIN, BODY AND FACE. 


ER, 386-3333 JENCO UNNE NABANG Bacto CALOOCAN çau Sm 
me D25-8771 


5360619/5259891 8090395/7750587 2421312/2420728 3657653 2313254 _ 7266805/7261526 
OS1-SlLIMMERS Mah Abe Michele Beth 


09214669423 09183912510 09178224399 09158804668 09158797217 0917 8261204 
HVDELA COSTA LEGASPI VILL. MEGAMALL PASAY ROAD PASIG ‘SM NORTH ‘SUBIC 
y loni Ruby 
= blest 8140138/8140151 8938935  6313869/6377543 8871335/8873530 6815333/6473816 9295429/9264215 2526514 
www.simmersworid.com.ph inquire@simmersworid.com.ph 09282107247 09289719938 07162479753 09156893088 09284763108 09052690717 0928 6712299 


CHILDREN’S CHOICES IN FOOD 
are ruled by what they see. Their 
interest in food can be piqued by 
colors, shapes and textures. 

Rustan’s Supermarkets asked chef Pixie 
Sevilla to create these baon recipes: 


Open-faced Sandwiches 
eggs 
2 tbsp mayonnaise 
Yatsp mustard 
Salt and pepper to taste 
Slice of bread 
Carrots, thinly sliced spirals or strips; or 
{coarsely grated cheese, for the “hair” 
Peas 
Slice of ham 
Slice of olive 
Red bell pepper, sliced into a curve for the 
“mouth” 
* Boil eggs in water until hard. Peel eggs and 
¥inash. Add mayonnaise, mustard, salt and 
pepper. Set aside. 
į Prepare parts of the face: cut rounds from 
tthe slice of the ham with round cookie cut- 
“ters. 
5 Spread the egg salad on one side of the 
* bread slice. Place the two round pieces of ham 
ito form the eyes. Then place a pea on each 
«round to form the iris of the eye. 
Place an olive below the eyes for the nose 
1ghen place the red bell pepper slice to make 
the mouth. 
Place the carrot slices on top of the eyes to 
make the hair. 


Breaded Sushi Sandwiches 
£4 cucumber strips 
1 ripe mango, flesh sliced into strips 
2-3 crabsticks 
Ya c Japanese mayonnaise 
2 slices of bread, flattened with a rolling pin 


Dn 
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LIFESTYLE 


Healthy ‘baon’ kids will love 


OPEN-FACED 
Sandwiches 


BREADED Sushi 
Sandwiches 


2eggs, beaten 

2cJapanese bread crumbs 

Oilfor frying 

Spread mayonnaise on each slice of bread. 

Lay two slices each of cucumber, mango 
and crabsticks at the bottom of each slice. Roll 
up the bread and gently press to seal. 

Cut each roll into four equal pieces. 

Dip each slice into the beaten egg then roll 
on bread crumbs. 

Fry in hot oil until the bread crumbs turn 
golden brown. 


Beef Quesadillas 
2tortillas 
Ya c grated cheddar cheese 
2tbspoil 
1/8k ground beef 
Yacsweet-style spaghetti sauce 
Salt and pepper to taste 
Yacbutter 


NG OUT 


Late afternoon delights 


CORAL GARDEN makes merienda a filing meal 
{}with such choices as Lomi, Cua-pao, Pato Miswa, 

{Dyster Cake. Although good old pancit bihonis 
Favailable, the restaurant has also an updated ver- 
sion, the Coral Garden Toasted Bihon. Coral Gar- 
den has branches in Banawe, Quezon City, tel 
7110255, 7121078; and Libis, OC, on E. Ro- 
driguez Jr. Avenue, 6363781. 


BURGOO American Bar and Restaurant features 
Onion Tree, made from quality and fresh onions. 
{tis flavored and fried to perfection, then served 
‘uth fresh salsa, cheese and ranch dressing. Bur- 
Doo has branches at 310 Tomas Morato Exten- 
Sion, South Triangle, Diliman, QC; 3/, Power 

“Plant Mall, Rockwell Center, Makati; 2/L, The 
“Podium, ADB Avenue, Ortigas Center, Mandaluy- 

“ong: 21, Promenade, Greenhills, San Juan; 2 
Gateway Mall Araneta Genter 2/L, South Wing, 

$M Mall of Asia, Pasay: 4/L, Robinsons Galleria; 

Fand 3/L, The Block, SM City, North Edsa. Call 

13277396, 8961815, 6875565, 7263578, 
“9136112 or 5560091 


EXAS ROADHOUSE GRILL serves 10 ounces of 
JS Ribeye Steak with a choice of two sidings 
“(fresh vegetables, mashed potato, steamed rice, 
“French fries). You can have your steak grilled the 
“fray you like it—rare, medium rare, medium, 
jedium well and well done. The restaurant also 
fers ribs and chops, seafood, soups, salads, 
tc. Texas Roadhouse Grill is at Quadrant 1, Boni- 
"facio High Street, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig. 
Cali 8561547-48. 


$ 
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professionals in the Paco-Ermita area. 


n, a Taki 
SCRUMPTIOUS FISH & CHIP: 
Dubbed as the popular takeout food, fish and 
chips have been a must-have in most dine- 
outs. But experiencing mouthwatering fish 
and chips rarely come. Café Adriatico offers 
you what Fish and Chips should be. Enjoy the 
flavorful taste of fish fillet, lapu-lapu dipped in 
anale batter and then deep-fried. It comes 
with a hefty serving of French fries with 
mushy peas perfectly combined with 
homestyle remoulade sauce, making this 
delicacy one exciting treat. Café Adriatico's 
Eastwood City branch is at Fuente Circle, 
Eastwood Citywalk I. Call 421-9647 or text 
(0917-BEWCITY. 


GUILTLESS TREATS 

Sugarnot offers guilt-free treats. The 
restaurant specializes in sugar-free, low-carb 
and low-fat cuisine that are not short on 
flavors. Sugarnot’s bestseller is Ultimate 
“Temptation, pure Belgian chocolate delight. 
Other popular choices are Last Temptation, 
chocolate cake with truffle filing and ganache 
frosting; Canonigo Custard Cake; Carrot 
Cake; New York Cheesecakes, Strawberry 
Shortcake; Mango Cream Cake; Orange 
Cream Cake; Triple Chocolate Mouse; Cookie 
Crumble Mouse; and the Italian classic 
‘Tiramisu, Sugarnot is at Westgate Alabang, 
Filinvest Corporate City. Call 7725119. 


Prepare meat. Heat oil in a skillet then 
sauté ground beef. Add spaghetti sauce then 
season with salt and pepper. Set aside. 

Spread butter on each side of the tortilla 

Place tortilla on a hot nonstick skillet. Place 
on heat then sprinkle grated cheese and 
cooked beef on the tortilla, leaving at least a 
half-inch margin on every side. 

Cover the filled tortilla with the other tortilla 
and, with a turner, press the two pieces together 
until they are bound by the melted cheese. 

Turn the tortilla over and let the other tor- 
tilla brown for at least a minute. 

Cut the sandwiched tortillas into wedges 
and serve. 

Rustan’s Fresh Supermarkets are in Ayala 
Center, Makati; Rockwell Power Plant Mall; 
Gateway Mall, Cubao; Shangri-La Plaza, Ed- 
sa; Greenbelt 1; San Antonio Plaza, Forbes 
Park; Magallanes; Katipunan Road and 
Corinthian Hills. 


CRUSTASIA'S Grand Singaporean Seafood 
Buffet is offered every Friday-Sunday, 1! 
a.m,-2 p.m. and 6-9 p.m. at its The Podium 
branch. Its new dishes include Peranakan 
Chicken Curry, Thai Fish Pancake, Beef 
Rendang, Buttered Oatmeal Prawns, Char 
‘Tow Kueh, Claypot Chicken Rice, Cold 
‘Shanghainese Tofu, Fish Head Curry Soup, 
Hae Mee, Hokkien Fried Noodle, Thai Fish 
Pancake, Pomelo Salad, Thai Stuffed 
Eggplant, Thai Vegetable, Mixed Sambal 


Spani 

Spanish dishes by chef JA Ventura such as 
Manchego Cheese Triangles, Ostrich 
Salpicao, Smoked Salmon on Black Rice and 
Braised Crispy Quail. The Paella Paloma, one 
of the restaurant's bestsellers, is a feast of 
lobster tails, squid and sausage. For health- 
conscious diners, there's the Orange and 
Pine Nut Salad and Calamares Salad with 
balsamic vinaigrette. Other must-try dishes 
are the Canonigo or Helado Con Moscatel 
Oro. The restaurant is at 6/F, Shangri-La 
Plaza Mall. Call 9104096. 
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Store tricks to make 
you buy more 


By Linda Bolido 


IF YOU WONDER WHY, 
despite wanting to buy only 
one or two items, you often 
end up with a cartful of goods 
when you go shopping, MSN 
Money may have the answer. 

It says “department stores 
use an array of techniques 
(grocery stores use many of the 
same tactics) to get you to pick 
up these items.” 

Though separately each 
technique is not very strong, 
put together they can be pow- 
erful 

Here are some of them: 

1. Shopping carts are placed 
by the entrance. Though most 
customers intend to buy only 
an item or two, a shopping cart 
makes it psychologically easy 
to toss in unneeded items be- 
cause there is plenty of space to 
fil. 

2. With desirable depart- 
ments far from the entrance, 
shoppers walk by a lot of other 
goods to find the item they 
want. 

There is a good likelihood 
they will see something they 
do not necessarily need but 
will buy anyway. 

3. Impulse-oriented items 
are near the checkouts like 
magazines, candies, even bev- 
erages. 

MSN Money says this is be- 
cause people standing in line 
may want some entertainment 
so they check out the maga- 
zines, or they may want some- 
thing to pass the time like 
chewing on a candy. 

4. The most expensive ver- 
sions of a product are placed at 
eye level. Smaller units are 
placed at eye level, so shoppers 
see them first. Bulk options, 
which usually mean better 
deals, are on the bottom 
shelves. 

5. Items that are not on sale 
are displayed as though they 
are, without actually using the 
word “sale.” A product would 
be put ina separate rack with a 
huge sign displaying the price. 
The cost is the same but be- 
cause of the way the product is 
displayed, shoppers are misled 
into thinking they are getting a 
better deal. 

6. Commodity items, such as 
socks, are surrounded by non- 
‘commodity items, like shirts 
and jeans. On the way to the 
socks, a consumer goes 
through all the other displays 
and may just be tempted to buy 
other things. 

7. Slickly packaged items al- 
ternate with less slickly pack 
aged items. Of course, those 
with fancy packaging are more 
expensive. 

Putting the _ expensive 
“swan” side by side with the 
cheaper “ugly duckling” natu- 
rally increases the chances of 
the prettier ones being bought. 

8. As store aisles are not de- 
signed for formula car racing, 
shoppers have to stop every so 
often to avoid two-cart or 
three-cart collisions. 

MSN Money says stores are 
designed to maximize the 


number of stops shoppers 
make: aisles only big enough 
for two carts, colorful and at- 
tractive layouts, escalators and 
sample vendors. 

It says even if the shopper is 
not conscious of it, every time 
he/she stops, it increases the 
chances of having something 
put into the cart 

9. Staple items are placed in 
the middle of aisles, nonessen- 
tial and overpriced items near 
the end. Shoppers who enter 
an aisle to get a “staple” item 
will have to go by the more ex- 
pensive stuff twice—on the 
way in and on the way out, in- 
creasing the likelihood that 
they will be noticed. 

10. MSN Money says prices 
are chosen to make compari- 
son mathematics difficult. “In- 
stead of selling the 100-ounce 
detergent for $6 and the 200- 
ounce detergent for $11 (mak- 
ing it easier to figure out the 
better deal), they sell the 100- 
ounce for $5.99," it says. 


Feedback 

A reader complained about 
“unethical MLM (multi-level 
marketing) agents.” 

Someone called “offering” 
him a job. The reader told the 
caller he was not looking for a 
job but the guy said his offer in- 
volved a six-figure salary. 

“He said an American com- 
pany was building a team 
here... and was looking for ex- 
ecutives. Naturally these state- 
ments made me curious...” 

The e-mail sender agreed to 
meet the caller. Getting to the 
venue early, he decided to 
check out the “office.” What he 
saw made him conclude it was 
a MLM setup and his caller a 
Nu Skin distributor. 

What got his goat was, after 
he told the caller he was not in- 
terested in the job, the guy told 
him: "If your mind’s not open 
to it, then you shouldn't have 
come” before hanging up. 

‘The reader was furious, “Ly- 
ing to me [then] telling me off 
like I was the one who made 
[these false claims]. 

He said, “It’s one thing to 
knowingly accept a proposi- 
tion, [having] all information 
and details. But it’s another 
thing [if the person making the 
proposition] intentionally mis- 
represents facts or withholds 
important details..." 

Responding to his com- 
plaint, Nu Skin assures him the 
company requires “the highest 
ethical standards” of its distrib- 
utors. 

“We continue to educate our 
distributors on this culture and 
commitment to ethics and in- 
tegriry,” it says. 

"The company says it will im- 
mediately address the problem 
and take the necessary steps to 
prevent it from happening 
again. 


Send letters to The Consumer, 
Lifestyle Section, Philippine Dai- 
ty Ingumer, Chino Roces Ave. 
cor. Mascardo and Yague Sts., 
Makati; or e-mail lbolido@ 
inquirer.com.ph. 


Of course, customers would also 
have to pay the other add-ons—value 
added tax and service charge. 

Regular customers who reserve for 
‘Aug. 1 also cannot use whatever dis- 
counts they may be entitled to. 

Limeaoco assured customers they 
could bring their kids if they wanted. 
“Swiss Inn was known as a family 
place in the 1940s so it is all right to 
(have whole families).” 

She advised those wanting to make 
reservations to call directly the branch 
of their choice. The original Swiss Inn 
on Belen Street beside Paco Park 
(5262739, 5213002, 5224835 loc 
113 and 331) sits about 80; Old Swiss 
Inn at Somerset Olympia, Makati Av- 
enue- in Makati City (8180098, 
8188251, 8945826, 8121010 loc S11 
and 512) sits 60; and Swiss Inn BMW 
Autozentrum, Commerce cor. Madri- 
gal Aves., Ayala Alabang (8092326, 
8092342, 7726021-24 loc 118 and 
121) also sits 60. 


Pork knuckle for P17? You better believe it! m= 
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PLEASE HELPI BOUGHT A PIZZA 
stone years ago and, up to now, it 
is just in my kitchen cabinet. T 
was never successful with it. It is 
my dream, being a hobbyist, to 
make pizza. My family just loves 
thin-erust pizza! You can help me 
make them very happy. Come to 
myrescuel 

GEORGINA 


If 1 could make them happy, I 
sure will! So here it is, Georgina, 
all you need to know to keep your 
pizza stone going! 

Trivia 

‘Three types of pizza crust: thin 
traditional hand-tossed or Roman 
Pizza, baked directly on a stone; 
pan pizza, baked on a pizza pan; 
and thick-crust baked directly on 
astone 

‘The Italians have made laws to 
safeguard the tradition of their 
pizzas by setting guidelines on 
what constitutes a teal Neopoli- 
tan, Marinara Margherita, etc.. 

Pizzas are hand-tossed for the 
centers to be thin and the sides, 
thicker. 

Why pizza stones are a must: 

Your oven will never be able to 
replicate the heat of a real wood- 
fired pizzeria oven. So the stone 
helps you achieve this. The heatis 
vital to making crispy crusts. 

‘Stones are made of porous ma- 
terials, usually terra cotta that ab- 
sorbs excess moisture from the 
crust. (Try Gourdo’s, Cook's Ex- 
change, Rustan's for pizza 
stones.) 

To care for your stone: 

© Wash stone only with water. 
Soap ruins it. 

©The more seasoned, mean- 
ing the more used, your stone is, 
the better pizzas it makes. 

© Use pizza peels, those wood- 
en paddles you see in pizzerias. 

To use your stone: 

‘© Put stone in the oven's mid- 
dle rack. 

© Pre-heat oven to 500°F for 
20 minutes. 

© After 20 minutes, lower the 
temperature to 400°F to make 
sure the bottom crust is not 
burned. 

© Stone is ready for pizzas. 


Tips that work for me 

Thin crust find this 
method works best for crisper 
crusts: first, roll dough, pre-bake 
for five minutes. After pre-bak- 
ing, I put my sauce and toppings. 
I then return the pizza to the oven 
to finish the process, baking for 
another five to seven minutes or 
until my cheeses have melted and 
havea nice gold tinge. 

e Pre-baking also allows you 
tostore your dough for future use 
in case the recipe results in more 
crusts than you can consume in 
one sitting. 

The nicer your ingredients, 
the nicer your pizza. The quality 
of ingredients is essential in piz- 
za-making. Pick the best money 
can buy. 

Here are some of my basic 
recipes from my pizza class. Hope 
they work well for you. 


Basic Thin-Crust Pizza 
Dough 

1 tbsp instant yeast 

2tsp honey or sugar 

Lewater 

% c shortening or olive oil 
(shortening makes it more crisp) 

3-4 cups all-purpose flour 

2tsp salt 

Olive oi! 

Combine first four ingredients 
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KITCHEN RESCUE 
Reggie Aspiras 


Romancing the (pizza) stone 


and mix very well. 

Gradually add flour, incorpo- 
rating and kneading until no 
longer sticky, at least five min- 
utes. 

Depending on humidity, you 
may or may not have to use all the 
flour. 

When no longer sticky, form in- 
toa ball. 

Grease bowl with olive oil and 
put dough. 

Cover with cling wrap and 
leave for an hour to rise to double 
inbulk. 

Punch down dough and di- 
vide. 

Roll. For thin crust, 1/8” thick; 
thick crust, around 1 inch, de- 
pending on desired thickness; 
and for pan pizza about 2-2% 
inches. 

Prick dough using a fork to cre- 
ate air vents, if making thin crust. 

Sprinkle commeal on pizza 
peel and on pizza stone. 

‘Transfer dough to pizza peel, 
bake dough. For thin crust, 5 min- 
utes. 

For thick crust, put sauce and 
toppings on raw dough and bake 
at 450°F for 10 minutes, 

For thick crust/for pan pizza: I 
would top my crust, leaving it 
raw, before baking. Bake for 15 
minutes at 400° 

‘Tomato Sauce: 

Ycextra virgin oil 

Yac garlic, very thinly sliced 

‘acparsley 

1 can crushed Italian tomatoes 

‘ac Italian tomato sauce 

1 tsp mix Italian herbs 

Ltspsalt 

‘Asp pepper 

Heat olive oil. 

Slightly saute garlic. 

Add parsley, tomatoes (canned 
and sauce) and herbs. 

Simmer over very low heat for 
20 minutes. 

Season to taste. 

Twould add a very small pinch 
of sugar to balance the tarmess of 
the tomatoes, not to sweeten the 
sauce 

Assembly: 

Crust: 

Brush with 1 tbsp. olive oil. 

Brush with tomato sauce. For 
thick and pan pizza, leave 1 inch 
around the edges, untouched by 
sauce. 

Top with cheese and toppings 
of choice. 

‘Add freshly cracked pepper 
and drizzle lightly with olive oil 
before baking. 


Comfort candies. . . 


From page Cs 


Anvil Publishing, 2003), he 
wrote that his lola's pastillas are 
“unparalleled, for I have never 
tasted anything that can even 
come close to their delighted 
creaminess. 


Ed Quimson’s 
Pastillas de Leche 

1 liter pure carabao’s milk 

3 liters carabao's cream 

2esugar 

1 dayap, use only the thinly 
cut rind (this gives the mixture a 
wonderful citrus aroma) 

Pour the milk and cream intoa 
big pot or kawali. Mix in the sug- 
ar and stir to melt suger. Place 
the rind in. 

‘Turn on the stove. Use low fire 
so the liquid just simmers. Stir 


frequently with a wooden 
spoon. Stir in one direction only. 
Make sure that nothing solid set- 
tles at the bottom and that the 
milk doesn’t curdle. The cooking 
may take some 3 hours. The 
pastillas is cooked if its consis- 
tency is like maja blanca but it's 
still white. 

‘Transfer the cooked pastillas 
to a bowl. Remove the dayap 
rind. Cover with a plastic wrap- 
per and cool. The wrapper will 
prevent skin forming on the sur- 
face. The mixture thickens when 
cooled. 

Carabao cream and milk may 
be ordered from Pia Lim Casti 
lo. Call 7295413 or e-mail 
nutsaboutfood@gmail.com. 


E-mail the author at pinoy- 
food04@yahoo.com 


‘Topping combinations: 

Mixed meat—Provolone and 
mozzarella cheese (fresh or pas- 
teurized is best) sliced thinly or 
grated; pepperoni, Italian salami, 
crumbied fresh Italian sausage; 
fresh tomatoes and onions, sliced 
thinly; Fresh basil leaves, pepper- 
flakes, if you wish. Finish with 
grated or shaved parmesan 
cheese 

Four cheeses and mixed 
herbs—grated or crumbled fresh 
mozzarella, gruyere, emmenthal, 
sliced thinly or grated; fresh basil, 
oregano and parsley, chopped; 
parmesan cheese to finish 


apne pe VAS SORTS 


MY PIZZAS baking on top 
of my pizza stone in the oven 


Pepperoni—Mozzarella or a 
‘combination of mozzarella, em- 
menthal and provolone—sliced 
thinly or grated; pepperoni 

Garlic and anchovy—fresh or 
pasteurized mozzarella—sliced 
thinly or grated; fresh garlic, 
thinly sliced; anchovy filles, 
chopped; basil, optional 

Seafood—Fresh  mozzarel- 
la—sliced thinly or grated; 
poached shrimp, squid, clams; 
anchovy fillets, chopped, option- 
als pepper flakes 


E-mail the author at raspiras 
@inquirer.com.ph 


Culinary Center brings 


cooking demonstration 


6322000, 6719876). 


Learn to cook 


SAN MIGUEL PURE FOODS _ The Reggie Aspiras School of 
of Oriental Cuisine through a 27—New Age Curries from the 


Henry Cheung of The Good Pinoy Buffet; July 30—Home- 
Earth Oriental Cuisine and Bar made Flavored Pasta (all new) 
on July 27, 1:30-4:30 p.m. at Aug. 1—Over 12 Easy and De- 
the San Miguel Pure Foods Culi- licious Bangus Recipes. 

nary Center, Legazpi comer Ea- For complete schedule, call. 
gle Sts., Bo. Ugong, Pasig (tel. 9289296, 9273008 or 


the Art Culinary Arts offers: July 


by chef World Over; July 28—Modern 


Wine Good 
í dris 


CALIFORNIA RED 
By 
10 foods are rich 
in condiments and sauces. 
This explains why rice 
is important in the meals, 
and why it is difficult to pair 
es with Filipino foods. 
But Carlo Rossi California Red's 
smooth feel and light and 
fruity taste, allow the palate 
to sense the distinct features 
of Filipino Cuisine. 
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Or authority. Your views are often original and outrageous (in the eyes of 
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ADD Baguio beans and pechay. Simmer for a few more minutes. Add fish sauce. 


ee 


(FS 


USING a thong, carefully remove the beef 
shanks and arrange at the center of a soup 
bowl. 


SCOOP the vegetables out and arrange around the bulalo. Pour in 
hot broth and serve at once. Serve with steamed rice and fish sauce 
and calamansi on the side. 


‘Souping’ up for the rainy days ahead 


Text by Vangie Baga-Reyes 


but packed with flavor, 
Photos by Rode! Rotoni 


Though it may be embarrassingly easy to 


Step By STEP 


à aÑ aad 
LOWER the heat, cover and simmer for a few 
hours or until the beef is fork-tender. Add 
potatoes, banana and corn. Simmer for 5-8 
minutes. 

a a 


l | 
fy 3 

{Ses eee 
BOIL water in a stock pot or large casserole 
over high heat and put onions, ginger and 
peppercorn. Add the beef shanks and bring 
toa boil for one hour and 30 minutes, 
removing scum as it rises. Season with salt. 


From ordinary 


Meet the women remarkably transformed by Beverly Hills 6750 


ITH THE RAINY SEASON 
to start thinking of good, 


warm and filling soups. 

Filling the bill perfectly is bulalo, a tradi- 
tional Filipino favorite. 

‘Though the soup may cause a slight, 
if temporary, surge in your choles- 
terol level, it is so rich and deeply 
flavored that it often proves irre 
sistible and definitely worth uying 
in your own kitchen, 

Bulalo soup consists of boiled 
marrow-rich leg bone with carti- 
lage attached. Meat and vege! 
bles are added to further enrich 
the soup. 

Itis served piping hot and the 
marrow is tapped out of the 
large bones. 

How the bulalo will turn out 
after boiling depends on several 
factors like the texture and con- 
sistency of the beef, the size and 
quality of the bone, and how long it 
is boiled in water with salt and whole 
peppercorn. 

The beef is cooked to the bone for 
several hours until the meat becomes soft 
and tender and the broth becomes golden 
and intensely favored. 

Ifever there is a “soup for beginners,” bula 
lo would be it. It is simple, fast and easy to do 


ae 


women to stars. 


make, it will likely be one of the best-tasting 
soups to ever cross your lips. 

“It’s not only easy to cook but this hearty 
broth can certainly become a family favorite 
comfort food,” says Edwin Santos, Traders 
Hotel Manila executive chef. 

Santos uses readily available vegetables like 

native pechay and Baguio beans to add to the 
beef shank. You can add cabbage or Chinese 
pechay if you wish. Saging na saba and 
potatoes are also common ingredients of 
nilaga, which bulalo basically is. 

The vegetables go into the soup in 
different stages to allow for their 
varying cooking times. 

This steaming hot bulalo is also 
being served at Traders Hotel's 
newly renovated coffee shop, Lat- 
itude (tel. 5237011). 


Ingredients 
350 g beef shanks 
20 g native pechay 
2 pebanana saba 
10g Baguio beans 
30 g sweet corn 
10 g potato 
5 gonion 
2 tbsp fish sauce 
5 gwhole black peppercorn 
5 ginger 
2 tbsp salt or to taste 


For suggestions, e-mail the author at vba- 
ga@inquirercom.ph 


SMETIC SUR 


A proud partner of Klassik BMW 


The Search for 


Ls. Ugly 


(No More) 


Beverly Hills 6750 has once again 


created stars out of ordinary people! 


After undergoing world-class surgical 
dermatological and dental procedures, 
Jeralyn, Lou and Luisa are now beautiful, 


sexy and confident 


Discover what Beverly Hills 675 


can do for you. 


11/F 6750 Ayala Bldg. 
Ayala Avenue, Makati 


www.bh6750.com 


893-8888 


Batylane 


S ALLERGAN 
6 AEINAMED 


Chef Nike Neo! F 
CCA, Manila Alumnus 2001 
Owner/Partner: Red Crab, SumoSam, 
and Café Tentitas (Goteway)* 


At CCA, Manila, we do not only produce chefs. We empower 
you with know-how in entrepreneurship, marketing, and 
human resources should you decide to establish your own 
foodservice business. 


A highly skilled chef with the business wit of a CEO. Doesn't 
it feel good if you're the one to say "You're hired”? 


Pioneer. Professional. Leader. This is CCA, Manila. 
‘Conquering the Global Foodscape. 


Application and enrollment is on going for the opening of 
classes in August 2007: 


Culinary Arts & Technology Management (1 to 2 years) 
Baking-Pastry Arts & Technology Management (1 to 2 years) 


For schedules of entrance exams and other details, please call 
426-4840 and look for Ms. Agnes Manalaysay or Ms. Jonarry 
Cruz. 


*SumoSam Branches: Shangri-la Plaza Mall and Powerplant Mall, Rockwell 
Red Crab Branches: Tomas Morato, Shangri-la Plaza Mall. Greenbelt 3, Alabang Town Center, Malate, Subic, and Clark 
10 Years of Culinary Education Leadership 
287 Katipunan Ave. Loyola Heights, Quezon City 
Tel 
Fa 
Email 


assorted table linen 
up to 50% off 
tablecloths, table runners, 
placemats, aprons, potholders, 
‘oven mitis, refrigerator towels 


Your one-stop home shop 
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sizzling price-offs on great selections 


16,950 
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COOKED pastillas is cooled. 


WRAPPING pastillas in paper 


COUNTRY 
It is fresh 


carabao’s 
milk that 
makes 
very good 
pastillas 


Comfort 


HILDHOOD CANDIES ARE 
still remembered but many 
are no longer around. 

At the sari-sari store near my 
elementary school, we used to 
buy mamera candy, brightly col- 
ored big round hard pieces cov- 
ered in sugar and costing a cen- 
tavo each. The red tasted like 
cherry, the green like Vicks 
cough drops and the yellow like 
lemon balls. 

Another sari-sari store sold 
tira-tira, sugar by-products that 
were tooth breakers. The yel- 
lowish brown taffy were shaped 
like long sticks, quite unlike 
those one can buy nowadays in 
Iloilo that are short and terribly 
thin. We would suck one end un- 
til that part was pliable then 
stretch it to breaking point. 

My sisters and I still mourn 
the loss of Horlicks, pill-shaped 
brownish candies that tasted of 
chocolate and malt. We remem- 
bered how this was rationed to 
us from a big bottle, a little at a 
time. But we merited one small 
bottle of our own if we were sick 
The candy disappeared from the 
market for a while. When it re- 
turned it wasn't the same. That 
observation isn’t only my own 
but those of so many of my gen- 
eration who voice the same sen- 
timent every time we recall our 
comfort candies. 


Cow pastillas 

In Carigara town, Leyte, the 
pastillas de leche or milk candies 
were firm, not the soft kind 
found in Bulacan. My mother 
used to buy pastillas outside the 
church after Mass. Several small 
thin pieces were bound together 
by a piece of paper with the 
name Cow Brand on it. It even 
had a drawing ofa cow's head. 

1 will never buy that brand 
again. Last time I did, the pastil- 
las were no longer top quality, 
tasting like chalk instead of 
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milk. 

It is fresh carabao's milk that 
makes very good pastillas. The 
high fat content ensures the 
creamy, smooth quality. 

Many pastillas and kesong puti 
makers have told me how diffi- 
cult it is to have a steady supply 
of the milk. That is understand- 
able. 1 still remember the 
carabao grazing in the land 
around my lola's home in Que- 
zon City. She had a steady supply 
of fresh carabao’s milk each 
morning. 

Carabaos roamed the streets 
then and the rider gathered their 
droppings to be used as fertilizer 
for my lola's many plants. Now, 
the pasture lands are gone and 
so are the carabaos. In the last 
20 years of her life, lola did not 
get her daily dose of milk. 

In. Carigara, Luming, the 
pastillas maker, told me she got 
her supply of carabao's milk 
from the town of Baybay. A 
check with people-who knew 
pointed me to the Leyte State 
University there. 

It used to be called VISCA or 
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CUT pastillas are ready to be wrapped. 


COOKING 


Micky Fenix 


candies: 


sweet memories 


the Visayas State College of Agri- 
culture. I am glad the school is 
helping provide a steady supply 
of milk so cooks can keep on do- 
ing their specialties. 

We passed by Luming’s on a 
Sunday but no one was working 
so we could not buy any pastil 
las. Fortunately, we got some 
made by Benny's 


Ringside view 

The trip, however, was not 
wasted as I was able to capture 
the process, from the cooking to 
the wrapping, at Luming’s. 

I still think the old Cow Brand 
was so much better because it 
wasn't too sweet and the texture 
was finer. 

In Bulacan, I had the chance 
to see pastillas being cooked in a 
Malolos house. The. white milk 
with the sugar is always cooked 
till toasted. Dez Bautista, the 
town’s premier cultural histori- 
an, said Malolos folk considered 
white pastillas uncooked. 

There was a mound of brown- 
ish pastillas on the table and 
each of us was given a teaspoon 
to have a taste of that goodness. 
It seemed so sinful but we did as 
directed. There's nothing like 
just-cooked pastillas. 

While the Malolos pastillas 
arestill rolled into small bits and 
wrapped in white paper, a simi- 
lar product down south, particu- 
larly in Bacolod and Iloilo, re- 
mains as a whole mound. 

My first encounter with dulce 
gatas was a small powdered milk 
can given to me. When I opened 
it, I thought I had gone to heav- 
en. You cannot possibly finish 
one whole can because the dulce 
gatas is too rich. 

I was told that the women in 
the farm did the cooking and 
they had no other container. To- 
day, at the pasalubong outlets in 
Iloilo, dulce gatas is placed in 
plastic containers and kept in 
the refrigerator because of their 
short shelf life. 

The demand is higher than 
the supply so, very often, there is 
no dulce gatas to bring home. 

While it is not exactly dulce 
gatas or dulce leche, as it is 
known in Spanish, 1 do remem- 
ber that condensed milk, cooked 
for several hours in its can half 
submerged in water, comes outa 
similar brownish mass. 

I thought my sisters and I dis 
covered the process but every- 
one I talked to had the same 
childhood memory. And they 
were not only Filipinos. 

A British cameraman on as- 
signment here cooked dinner for 
meand some friends. His dessert 
was banoffee, banana and toffee 
pie. He thought we would be 
surprised by his recipe. “For the 
toffee,” he began, then we all 
chimed in, “boil a can of con- 
densed milk.” 

The following recipe is from 
chef Ed Quimson’s grandmother, 
In his essay “Recipes from My 
Lola's Kitchen” (Slow Food, 
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New reality challenge puts celebri 


LAST MONDAY, TUESDAY AND 
Wednesday at 11 p.m., we stayed up 
late to catch the new “reality-game” TV 
show, “Kung Ako kaw." The GMA 7 
program makes celebrities do different 
‘demanding tasks that would seem to be 


way beyond their ability or strength to 
accomplish. 

Hosted by Joey Marquez and Keempee 
de Leon, the first week's task was for Rus- 
tom Padilla, Mel Martinez. and John La- 
pus to work as cargadores. Last Monday, 


they carried many sacks of vegetables at a 

public market—and the following day, they 

lifted newiy-butchered pig carcasses at an 

abbatoir! To make the assignment even 

tougher and more improbable, the celebri- 

ty contestants chosen were unabashedly 
E 
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$ S 
Expectedly, they had avery 

hard time accomplishing the 

very “macho” tasks assigned 

to them, since the loads they 

carried were real- 

Iyheavy—and de. ———— 

cidedly unglam- 

orons. VIEW! 
Despite this, 

Rustom focused 

on the work at 

hand. Mel was'a 

bit less successful, 

while John kept 

complaining in a 

colorful and "en- “*3'2 

tertaining” man- Nestor 

net. 

Early on, we got the feeling 
that Rustom would end up 
winning the chalenge -on 
“awards” night last Wednes- 
day, with Mel coming in sec- 
ond and John third. 

We figured that the game's 
designated supervisor, a vet 
eran cargador in his own 
right, would favor Rustom. 
because he kept on working 
and didn't complain. Since 
the supervisor CBisor). ac- 
counted for 50 percent of the 
total score, his opinion would 
camy great weight. 

The other 50 percent 
would be tallied from-view 
ers) text “votes,” and we 
guessed that they would also 
favor Rustom becatise of his 
admirable resolve. 

And, lets face it, Rustom 
clicked with viewers in the 
last celebrity challenge ‘he 
joined, so there probably 
‘would be some “carry-over” 
goodwill towards him. 

‘True enough, Rustom won 
the twoday challenge’ 
P100,000 pot, but we cant 
say for sure if his victory was 
due to the “gut-feel” factors 
weve cited. r 

In any case, Mondays 
challenge made for com: 
pelling viewing, because the 
celebrity contestants were 10 
ally put through the wringer 
As they carried those huge 
bundles, they grimaced and 
struggled to stay on their feet. 

We wondered whatever 
possessed these otherwise 
pampered celebrities to take 
on such a wrenchingly phys: 
cal task. Surely, the P100,000 
pot couldnt have been the 


Tammy Faye 
Messner; 65 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOL 
—Tammy Faye Banh 
Messner, a former tel- 
gelist who helped. leat 
huge television minis h 
fore its collapse in a ses «i 
corruption scandal 
died, her website reper 
on Saturday. 

Messner, formerly m: 
ried to Praise the los 
founder Jim Bakke. uid 
on Friday at age 65 ater 
long battle with cane 
CNN's Larry King, who i 
terviewed Messner on I 
“Lany King Live” talk sho 
on Thursday night, sad h 
family had asked him 
make the delayes! 
nouncement of her de 

During the Thurs 
cerview, King asked ho 
Messner would like 1 
remembered. 

Frail and gasping 1 
breath, Messner manugd 
to playfully reply, “Vor 1 
false eyelashes.” 

Heavy makeup had bx 
her trademark. 

“she died  peacctuil 
King said on CNN's wel 

Reuters, A 


D PG-IS | ae 


‘companisa by a parent or adult 


s ony pe stiowed 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


y.contestants through the wringer 


only or even the main reason! 

Maybe they wanted to prove something 
to themselves, or to engage in such basical- 
ly physical labor so they could empathize 
better with the masa, and vice-versa? 

‘Well, they may not have planned it, but 
their stint as cargadores may 


in Greenhills starting Aug. 2. 

“This year’s show, “Songs from Stage and 
Screen.” is set be performed on Aug. 8 (for 
the Parenting Association of the Philip- 
pines), Aug. 15 (Elenita Santos), Aug. 22 
(National Philharmonic Orchestra Founda- 


tion), and Aug. 30 (Carewell Community 
Foundation). 

Freddie Santos directs and Rodel Col- 
menar conducts a 20-piece ensemble from 
the Manila Philharmonic Orchestra. Call 
722-4532, local 116. 


THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2007 i DY 


Are dark spots worrying you? 
Underarms, Nape, Groin: & Freckles 
™ Advance Miracle 

Whitening Cream 
Fast, Safe & Effective! 


have made them see them- 
selves in a new light: They 


The Sotution for Oily Skin, 


could have realized that, 


FACIAL 


‘when push came to shove, 
they could suc- 
ceed at such oth- 
erwise disagree- 
able or even “de- 
meaning” tasks! 
That was an in- 
structive insight 
‘worth arriving 
at 
‘On point of 
pacing, the 
Monday telecast 
started off well, 
but soon felt 
stretched-out, because the 
celebrity contestants repeated 
‘their, tasks over and over 
again: The following night, 
there was greater variety in 
‘what they did, but the tele- 
cast stil felt slow and repeti- 
tive 
In the future, therefore, 
tung Ako Ikaw” should opt 
rimore than just one task 
pet-telecast, so its proceed- 
ings don't become tedious. 
‘What unexpected and un- 
likely tasks are up for new 
batches of celebrity contes- 
tants in the coming weeks? If 
the show's first week is any 
.indiéation, the “push the 
célebrities to the limit” syn- 
drome will probably continue 
to bein effect. 

É Thars fine with us if igs 
okay wih the celebrity 
“guinea pigs’—but not to the 
point. of their being de- 
meaned just so viewers can 
jeer at them! We trust that the 
‘celebrities who compete in 
the show agree. 


‘Cerrudo: Classico’ 

. Classical balladeer Bo Cer- 
rudo topbills the “Cemudo: 
Classico” concert series for 
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